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THE 

Conqueft of M E X I C 0, 

B Y 

HERNANDO CORTES. 

CHAP. I. 

Diego de Velafquez Governor of Cuba, appoints 
Hernando Cortes Commander in Chief of a 
Fleet for making new Difcweries . He fails 
from Cuba, and lands in the I/land of Cozumel, 
where he demolijbei the Indian Idols, and meets 
with a Captive Spaniard. 

HERNANDO CORTES was a native 
ofMedelin, a town of Eftremadura in Spain, 
and being educated for a military life, refolved 
to- pufh his fortune in the Weft-Indies % whither, 
he failed in the year 1 504, with letters of recom- 
mendation to Don Nicholas de Obattdo his kinf- 
mao, who was at that time governor of Hijpa- 
nio/a. This gentleman gave him a very kind 
reception, a«d admitted him into tfofc Traataet 
of his friends j bat thefc farain *n& «**- 
Vol. U. B «**? 



that 



2 Uff Cwqucjl of MEXICO* 

divert Ub inclination to arms, arid therefore tha 
ilbnd being now poJTcJied by the S f awards % 
without any oppofkion From the natives, he de- 
fired lesve to ferve in the ifland of &&e t where 
the war was Ilill carried on, and having arrived 
there, fo far dtftinguifiied himfelf, as to obtain 
the reputation of a valiant foidkr and able com- 
mander j on which account he was made Alcal- 
de, o/ chief magiftr.-ue of the town of St Jago t 
a paft generally conferred on thofe who diftin- 
gi:i fried themfelves in the conqueil of thofe coun- 
tries. €&$£? was in this fituation when he was 
recoryiroer.Jtrl to Diego de Valifqm^ govcrtttiT oi 
Cubi M as ;■ ;;-!0]icr i.crjQn for making can qu eft* oil 
the continent^ and the governor giving his &p- 

... .i_*:.^ .. ^ :,;'__ - :.- #i_I .1.. j-._ .^ - J i .. 



by HERNANDO CORTES. 3 
than his enemies prevailed on Pt-fafyurz to re- 
voke his commiflion : of which Cortes being in- 
formed, he coniulted his friends and adherents 
who declared with great warmth, that they 
would it and by him to the laft extremity. He 
then took fuch meafures as appeared moil pro- 
per for removing the jealoufy of P'elafquez, and 
promoting his own Security, and having fcr.t 
Pedro dc Aherado with a party of foldicrs by land 
to take care of the horfes, and raife recruit 
in the fcttlements, he failed with the fleet for 
the H&vannab. But in the night, the Capitana, 
in which Cortes embarked, feparated from the rcit, 
While the other veilcls continued their courfe to 
the port of Hcmannab, where the people were 
kindly received by Pedro de Barb a, the governor 
under Velafquez. However, having (laid fcveral 
days, without hearing any news of Cortes, they 
concluded he was loft, and began to deliberate 
about chuiing another commander, but were pre- 
vented by his arrival, when he was received with 
the loud acclamations of his men, and treated 
with great refpeft by the governor. 

While he (laid in this place, hecaufed a num- 
ber of cotton quilts to be made, to defend his 
people from the darts and arrows of the Indians, 
it being found that thefe were more ufeful than 
coats of mail. He proved his artillery, exer- 
cifed his foldiers in the ufe of their fire arms 
and crofs-bows, as well as in the management 
of their pikes, and taught them to form and file 
off in order, to make an attack. wA \*w«ax- 
But while he was thus emp\<m&, *tor&W£* 
arrived with difpatches 10 xhc, ^jwwm* < 
ffovamiab, containing expicfe o\&«* n» *J! 
B * V 
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Cartes of his command, and to Tend him prifoner 
with a Jlrong guard to St. Jtfgv* Cor its was 
highly inccnjed at FtUfquexz behavkmr, and 
his endeavouring to ruin an enterprize in which 
Jie arsd his fricods had embarked their whole 
fortunes : he therefore refolved to provide for 
Itimfclft and to make ufe of force if it was ne- 
(rcfliiry i he even explained his fituntion to hi* 
fold it rs, and they railed fuch a tumult, that the 
governor of Hcrvanah dreading the confequenc* 
"of tlidr rcfemment, publicity declared, that he 
did not intend to execute the orders he had re- 
ceived fjom FeI&f$V££j which he confidcred 3$ 
a flagrant a£l uf injuAicc, 7his commoiicn 
bdr\ r ; thus iippeafcd, and a brigaminc added to 
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man of an enterprizing genius, but of little ex- 
perience, and imagined that while he waited for 
the Beet which was to call anchor at that ifland, 
nothing could fo ill become a foldier as ina&ion, 
and therefore ordered his men to march, and 
take a view of the inner part of the ifland. At 
a league's diftance they came up to another 
town which was abandoned like the firft. Here 
the foldiers feized fome provifjons, and in a 
temple of one of their idols they found many 
jewels, and fome inftruments for facrificing made 
of gold mixed with copper, which, though of 
fmall value, they carried away. However this 
expedition was fo far from promoting the fer vice 
in which they were engaged, that it only ferved 
to frighten the Indians, and to render it more 
difficult to obtain their friend (hip and a Alliance. 

The next day Cor Us arrived with the fleet, 
having fenc another vefiel with directions to 
Ordaz, on a fuppofition that Alverado had been 
prevented by the (term, and though he was 
glad to find that young captain fafe at Cozumei, 
he publickjy reprimanded him for his rafhnefs 
in marching up and down the ifland, and dif- 
mifled three Indian prifoners whom he had 
taken, after having ordered their effects to be 
reft o red, and given them many prefents for 
their Cacique, in token of peace and amity. 
To prevent any new difputes, he drew down 
bis forces to the fea fide, and having encamp- 
ed them there for three days, he thought fit to 
make a general review ; when it vpgeacc«&. ^cax 
his whole army amounted to 50% fo\$i£t% vn&a&- 
ing their officers, 16 horCe, 2. cV^^tatafi* *s^> 
'.o 9 mariners, and mechanics. Qu Ocy* oc»&» 
B 3 " *" 
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Cur us made them a fpeech, in which he endea- 
voured to animate them with courage^ by the 
promife of wealth and honour ; explained the 
dangers they moit expert to encounter, and in 
the Jlrongeft terms, reprefented the neceffity 
of a ftrtct obedience and the moil perfect 13 na- 
il imitp, 

He had fcarce concluded this fpeech, when 
intelligence waa brought him, that a confider- 
able number of unarmed Indians were approach- 
ing in feveral detached parries* upon which he 
drew up his men, and commanded them to 
remain under arms till it was known what waa 
their intention, The Indians no iooner came in 
iicrht. than thev continued for inme time with- 



</%/.!/. 



</!*: 




iMe msv/z/u/ (>cfa'<r/t (into* « ^f//tr e /r/t4<-</ui/ 
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by HERNANDO CORTES. 7 

the moft certain method of procuring their li- 
berty would be to offer a ranfom ; for the 
Cacique informed him that fhould he have re- 
courfe to arms, it would expofe them to the 
hazard of being maflacred by their mailers. 
Cortes approved of this advice, and ordered Diego 
tie Ordaz to fail to the coaft of Yucatan, with a 
letter to the prifoners and fome trifles for their 
ranfom, and to flay eight days, in which time 
fome Indians appointed by the Cacique for that 
purpofe, undertook to return with an anfwer. 
In the mean time Cortes marched with the troops 
in a body about the ifland, in order to view the 
country, and keep his men in a&ion, and in 
this tour, he was accompanied by the Cacique, 
and a great number of Indians, who furniftied 
him with provifions, and exchanged gold for 
glafs beads, which they fancied they could ne- 
ver purchafe too dear. ~^ 

At a fmall di (lance from the coafl flood the 
temple of an idol that was much revered by the 
Indians. It was a fquare flone building, and no 
contemptible ftrudlure. The idol which was 
called Coxumel, whence the ifland received the 
fame name, was in the figure of a ma:, and had 
a moft horrible afpeft. Here a great concourfe 
of people were found liftening to a pried who 
was diftinguiflied by a certain ornament or 
covering, which fcarcely concealed his naked- 
nefs, and who feemed to preach with great 
emphafis. Cortes, fhocked at the abfurdity of 
fuch worfhip, told the Cacique, that it wa& vecw- 
poSible for them to continue frietvi*, \S>&* &A 
not renounce his idolatry, and tYvaX. \\. ^*» ^^* 
wotthjrof a man of fenfc to ^7 aCmt»V 

to' 
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poun to a deformed image fitter to frighten ekil 
jdren than to be rtv ere raced by men of under 
ftanding. The Cacique replied, that as to re- 
Jj^iott he left it wholly to the prieJls, whfj 
ftiould, if he pkafcd 3 ddcouife with him upon 
that Jubjcidh This was readily accepted, and 
one of the prieib being feat for, no fooner was 
informed of the affair in qudlion, Chan he be- 
gan with the moft hideous outcries to protcJ] 
againft thofe who fhoold be {o audacious as tq 
dilturb the worship of their Gods, denouncing 
the immediate vengeance of Heaven agninft all 
who Hi; uld prefumj lo diihuiipur thh deity, a 
his habitation. But Coins, withoat paying any 
regard f to his* menaces, immediacy ordered ail 
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armed Indians, he ordered Andrea de Tapia t° 
get as much as poffible under the fhelter of th e 
land, and to endeavour to take the canoe. Soon 
after four men came out of it with only a flight 
covering about their waifts, and with bows and 
arrows in their hands. Andrea de Tafia as foon 
as the Indians were landed, advanced towards 
them fword in hand, when three of them feem- 
ed afraid, the fourth bid them not fear, and 
addrefimg himfelf to the Spaniards, cried aloud in 
the Caftillian tongue, Gentlemen, I amaCbrifiian, 
Tafia immediately embraced him with equal joy 
and furprize, and conduced him to Cortes, who 
received him wkh much affection, while his In- 
dian companions couched down upon their hams, 
and laying their bows and arrows on the ground, 
moiftened their right hand with fpittle, touched 
the earth, and then ftroaked their breafts next the 
heart ; this being the moll refpedtful ceremony 
they paid to their princes. Cartjes having aflced 
the name of the Granger, he replied that he 
was called Jerom de Aguilar, an4 was a native of 
Eija. Meat and drink were then fet before him, 
and he was ordered to be cloathed. 

The next day Cortes inquired how he fell into 
•the hands of the Indians, when he replied, that 
being at Darien, he was fent to Wjpaniola for 
men a,nd ammunition ; but was call away near 
Jamaica, when he and 20 other perfons taking 
to the boat, after fuffering great diftrelfes, reach- 
ed the fhore of Yucatan, where they fell into 
the hands of a Cacique who immediately facri- 
iiced fix of. them to his idols, &xid \Wv £<& 
them. That he and Ibine otYveis vjexfcfcvvjXxa^ 
iff -a wooden cage, in order to fexveSoi wo^s* 



fcrved for feveral Years, and at 1« 
ibch a degree of favour, that he 
on him an employment near hi 
honoured him with his confidence. 
his mailer, dying, recommended 
under whom he poflefted the fai 
afterwards being employed in the 
neighbouring Caciques, obtainec 
on, that he became the favouri 
prince and people, and therefore 
ing Cortes* letter, he eafily obtaii 
as a reward for his fervice3. 



CHAP. II. 

Cortes fails from Cozumel, arriv 
Grijalva, lands in ffite of th 
4l tnntvtt nf Tahafco. and 
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nee, wee fuch motives for their landing, as 
re not to be refilled. Therefore leaving the 
;er veflch at anchor, Cortes embarked all his 
iiers on board the fraaller, and in the boats, 
I was beginning to make the beft of his way 
linft the current, when he perceived both fides 
the river covered with canoes filled with In- 
jts in arms, fupported by a confiderable force 
Qiore. When guefling from the horrible out- 
es, and geiliculations of the Indians, that they 
ended to oppofe him, he fent Aguilar to them 
a canoe with offers of peace, which being 
etfed, he relblved to punifh them for what he 
iled their preemption, in daring to defend 
;ir country. But night approaching, he thought 
Dper to wait till the next day, and in the 
:an time commanded all the artillery to be 
Dught into the fmalJer veflels, and his foldicrs 
put on their quilted coats to fecure them from 
ing wounded by the arrows of the enemy. 
At day- break, he drew up the ve/Tels in the 
urc of an half moon, and advancing flowly 
the Indians, fent Aguilar a fecond time, with 
opofals of peace, to which they made no an- 
er, but giving the fignal for the attack, ad~ 
need with great fwiftnefs by the favour of 
e current, till being near enough to ufe their 
rows, they difcharged fuch a cloud of them, 
>th from the canoes and barks on the river, 
at the Spaniards were much embarrafled in 
eir endeavours to cover themfelves. How- 
er, having received the firft chaY^e, ^.rj *k- 
altffd the Indians with fuch vigour, ^ti%X^^ 
ws fooa left the paflage frex. T\v*n«S&* 
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then proceeded up the river without further op- 
pofition, and approaching the fhore endeavour- 
ed to land, but the plate being marlhy, and co- 
vered with branfbles, the Zfanmrds were aflault- 
ed by a number of Indians who lay In ambufh. 
However Qwitt drew up his men, and, not- 
withstanding the prodigious fury of this attack $ 
ranged his Foldien in order of battle in fight of 
the enemy, whofe numbers com inn ally increaf- 
ed. He ordered Alon*Q Davila to advance 
with too foldiers through the woods. End take 
pofiefTion of the town of Tahafto^ which was 
no: far from the place of action. Czrtts then 
attacked that vafl multitude, and notwithfhnd- 
in'j; his being obliged to fifth* op to his knees in 



■/.jr. 




*V//r fy-V/rt/wMf-e ^Wte/r manner of ford hi - 
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Cortes being joined by Daviia, whofe march 
had been obftructed by lakes and marines, gave 
proper inftruttions fox breaking down the pa- 
lifadoes, and inftantly gave th~ fignal to begin 
the attack, crying, My friends f here <we muft lodge 
to-night. The foldiers proceeded with great 
resolution, and turning ahde a fliower of arrows 
with their (hields, advanced to the fortification, 4 
and difcharging their fire-arms and oofs-bows 
through the openings, foon drove the enemy 
from their ponV, and then breaking down a part 
of the palifadoes, entered without difficulty. 
The Indians however made head againit the Spa- 
niards in the Greets, but were embarrafled by 
their own numbers, and being driven from 
thence, made another vigorous effort in a wide 
fpace in the centre of the town ; but being again 
repulfed, fled in great diforder to the woods, 
whither Cortes would not allow his men to pur- 
foe them. 

The Indians had removed their families and 
effects, and provided for their fupport by laying 
in a great (lock of provifions. Fourteen or 
fifteen of the Spaniards were wounded, but the 
lofs of the hdia/u was very confiderable. The 
troops lodged that night in the town, in which 
centinels were polled with as much care and cx- 
a&nefs as if an army had been in view ; but 
the next day the country appeared deicrted, 
and there was not an enemy to be feen. Cortes 
however fufpe&ed thii ftillnefs, and his appre- 
henfions increafed, by his being \ttfctmt& x?k& 
Mr/rJirar his interpreter, one of ti&fc Indian* totaea. 
Vol. II. C V| 
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by Carrf&tta, had deferred that very night, I 

iag hU eloaths hanging on a tree, 

Csr^j now fent JWji? dt Alvteada and Fran 
<& Lug& with i co Men each, by different w 
to view the country, with orders to retil 
cafe they {band an army in the field : bui 
latter, after a little more than an hoards ma 
fell into an ambufcade, and was fo funoufli 
tacked on nil fides, that he was obliged to c 
up his little battalion into a fqnarej and 
number of the enemy increafing, his det 
meat would cetf&mly have been overpow* 
had not Jh'iimtia^ who had been obliged to 
out of his way by meefrfig a marfn, heart 

■ •■+ mF t-Vk- irrc^rti^ . } m Kit n 
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fey Jerom de Agui/ar, when they agreed in de* 
daring that all the Caciques in the neighbour- 
ing coantries, were marching to theaffitlance of 
the inhabitants of Tabafio, and that the next day 
a powerful army was to be aflemblcd in order to 
deftroy the Spaniards at once. Upon this in- 
telligence Cortes called a council, communicated 
to his captains what he had learned, and de* 
fired their advice : reprefenting the weaknefs of 
their naked enemies, the ill confequences that 
would attend their turning their backs upon them, 
and that this would be fuch a difgrace, as would 
prevent all their future conquefts. Upon which 
the officers unanimoufly agreed, that it was ab~ 
folutely neceflary not to leave the country, till 
they had reduced the inhabitants. 

Cortes now proceeded to make the neceflary 
difpofitions for a decifive battle : he ordered the 
wounded to be carried on board ; the horfes to 
be landed : the artillery to be in readinefs, and 
every thing in order by the next morning. At 
day-break he gave the command of the infantry 
to Diego de Ordaz, when he and the other com- 
manders mounted on horfeback, and kept pace 
with the artillery, which moved very flowly, 
from the ground's being boggy, till arriving at 
a place called Cintb/a, about the diftance of a 
league from their quarters, they obferved the 
Indian army appear at a diftance, and in fuch 
numbers, as to cover the country as far as the 
eye could reach. 

It is here proper to defcribe the Indian vu*x&s& 

of mnrching and coming to sen *Ti<ga^ws«s^ 

tince, as the an of war is ne&tYy O^faw^v*^ 

the nations of Nenv Spain, feu m\\^ «&»» 

C 2 
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to glre the reader fbnie idt-a of their appe 
through the whole of this conqueft, 
principal weapons were bows and arrow 
brings of the bows being rande of the fin 
beafts, or thongs of deer fkins twilled, an 
arrows were pointed with hfh bones, Th< 
a kind of javelins, which they fometimesi 
and fomecimes managed like a pike, 
had aifo long two-handed wooden f 
edged with ibarp flints ; fome of the fa 
had clubs pointed with flints, and there 
Uingers who threw ftoncs with great for 
dexterity, Their defenhVe arms, whici 
worn by none bat commanders and perfi 
dill] nation, con filled of coati of quilted c 
breaft-pl ares, and fhidd& of wood and to 
fhell adorned with plates of mecal. T1 H 
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rage or fear, and confequemly were eq'ial!/ 
eager to charge and to run away. 

Such was the army, or rather inundation of 
Indians, which now poured down upon the 
Spaniards. Cortes polled his men under the 
inciter of a rifing ground that covered the . 
rear, and having placed his artillery to the 
gteateft advantage, advanced with his fifteen 
horfe to a wood, from whence he intended to 
faily, and flank the enemy. V 

When the Indians had marched within a pro- 
per di fiance, they difcharged a fhower of arrows, 
and then fell upon the Spaniards with fuch fury 
and precipitation, that their fire-arms and crofs- 
bows being unable to flop them, they were ob- 
liged to have recourfe to their fwords, and as 
the enemy preffed on, the artillery deflroyed 
them try whole companies. But the Indians 
fought with fuch bravery, that the ball was no 
iboner patted than they dofed again, drowning 
the groans of the wounded by their outcries. 
Diego de Ordaz a&ed with great courage ; but 
his troops could fcarcely Hand their ground, 
when Cortes with his 1 5 horfe rufhing fuddenly 
from the wood, broke through the thickefl of 
the enemy, whom he trampled under his horfes 
feet, while they being amazed and terrified at 
the fight of thofe unknown animals, threw 
down their arms and fled with precipitation. 
Diego de Ordaz being foon fenfible that the re- 
lief he expected was arrived, from the weak 
refinance of the enemy's van, which now began to 
lorn their backs, advanced with \m \rtatftt^ , %$& 
charged thofe who had been jaft. rtfc&y to w«- 
phdmhim with fuck refolution. &vaX\^o\X\^ 
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them to give way, till he came to the place 
where fartu and his captains had difperfed the 
enemy, who retreated making a running fight r 
till the Spaniards pujfuing chtro, they fled in 
the inmoft confuJion, leaving above 800 dead 
upon the fpot ; the Sf&twrJs had two men killed^ 
and threefcoreand ten wounded. 

The next day Car Us ordered two or three of 
the Indian officer*, who were prifonera, to be 
brought before him, and perceiving that their 
countenances had all rhe marks of terror, gave 
them a courteous reception, and then fet them 
at liberty, giving them fame trifling prcfents, 
and celling them, hu knew how to conquer and 
to forgive. This imlance of his moderation 
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great fubmiffion, perfumed him with inccnfe, 
compofed of fweet fcented gums : made an apo- 
logy for the war, and concluded with earneft 
iotreaties for a peace. The general replied by 
obferving that he had jail caufe to be difpleafed 
with them : but granting their requeft, made 
them a prefent of a few baubles . At which they 
departed, highly fatisfied with the fuccefs of their 
negotiation. 

Cortes was afterwards vifited by the Cacique 
in perfon, attended by all his officers, who 
brought with them a prefent of cotton cloths, 
plumet of various colours, and fome pieces of 
gold of admirable workmanftiip. The general 
loaded him with carcfles, and the vifit patted in 
protections of a reciprocal and fincere friend - 
{hip. The Indians of diftin&ion who were in 
his retinue, were treated by the Spani/o captains, 
and nothing appeared but figns of joy and 
peace, At taking leave, the Cacique appoint- 
ed another day for an interview, and to ihow 
his confidence in the general, ordered his fub- 
je&s to return with their families to Tahafeo, 
and to afiift the Spaniards to the utmoft of their 
power. The next day the Cacique returned, 
with a prefent of zo Indian women, who were 
fkilled in making bread of Indian corn, and 
dreffing other provifions. This bread was made 
by grinding the corn between two (tones, till it 
was reduced to flour, when it was made into a 
pafte, without leaven, and being moulded, was 
fpread upon a fort of earthen plates, on which 
it was baked over the fere. kveKys\^\N«fe. h*^- 
mtn was one of uncommon \>wlvxvj , v^o ww 
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afterwards baptized by the name of Marina, and 
became Cartes* & miftrds. 

The pilots now battened the departure of the 
fleet, and Palm Sunday drawing nigh, Carta 
appointed that day for their embarking. The 
Spa/jr&rrfs accordingly fet fail for Mtxica t coal- 
ing along to the wefhvard, till they arrived at 
the pore now called Si. Juan it U/ua, where 
they had no fooner come to an a nchor p between 
the i ft and and the main land, than two large 
canoes, called pi raguas, came with Indians from 
the neighbouring coail, and on their drawing 
near bc^L.n to fpe&k in a lan^uare which Agmhtr 
dtd not under liand ; a circiin;]bnc£ that very 
much chagrined GarUf t from his apprehending 
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general learned that Pilpatoe governor, and 
Teutile, captain -general of that province, had 
Pent to know with what intention he came upon 
their coaft ; when Cortes presenting them with 
1 few baubles, and treating them with fome 
Spani/b wine, told them, that he came as a friend 
» treat of matters of great importance to their 
Prince and the whole empire, for which purpoie 
le would meet the two governors. 



CHAP. III. 
3ortes gives Audience to two Mexican Officers. 
Sends a prefent to Motezuma, and receives one 
from that Prince. The fate of the Mexican 
Empire, and the Apprehenfions of Motezuma, 
nnho fends a fecond Prefent to Cortes, with exprefs 
Orders to leave the Coaft, Cortes artfully puts a 
Jfop to the Murmurs of the People. 

ON Good Friday the Spaniards landed, and 
having got their horfes and artillery on 
hore, Cortes directed the foldiers to cut fafcine*, 
n order to intrench themielves, and to build a 
aficieat number of huts to fhelter them from 
beexcefiive heat of" the fun, when T-eutile fend- 
ng a g eat number of the natives to their ^Aill- 
nce, this work was Toon finished. The people 
Ifo brought plenty of proviftons, and fome 
otton cloth to cover the buildings erected for 
ae officers : but notwithftanding this friendly 
itercourfe with the natives, Cortes Ve^x. V\rc\\<&* 
tod his guard, and planted Yv\* axx&KA^ \tA>m^ 
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a manner as to command the country. 

Eafier-Day he was vi filed by TextiJe and Pit fa 
attended by a very great retinae; he recei 
them with extraordinary tiate, iiirraumled 
his officers «nd foldiers. The firft com 
ments being paired, and it being the hou 
divine fervice, he conducted them to a Ja 
hut, and ordered ^gaiiar fend Marina to 
them, that before he acquainted them with 
defign of his voyage, he ought to comply v 
the duties of his religion, and to recommen* 
the God of 2II other gods the ftrccefs of 
p rope fal . A fter fe rv i c e \v as o vcr p tb -/r j re t u r 
to his quarters, where the two gene rah w 
entertained at dinner, in as iplcm^d a mai 
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Sers to entertain fuch Grangers as landed upon 
his coaft : but begged he would not think of pro- 
fccuting his defign, it being no eafy matter to 
(peak with their prince. To this Cortes replied, 
with Come warmth, that kings never refilled to 
bear the ambafladors of other princes, and that 
their bufinefs was to acquaint Motezuma with 
hw arrival, and that he was refolved to fee him 
before he left the country. 

The Indian generals confounded at this bold- 
nefs, earneftly intreated Cortes not to move from 
bis quarters, till they had received Motezuma* 
anfwer, a flu ring him, that in the mean time 
they would fupply him with every thing ne- 
ceflary for the fupport of his foldiers. 

During this conference, fome Mexican painters 
who came in the general's train, were bufily 
employed in drawing upon cotton cloths, the 
fhips, foldiers, arms, artillery, horfes, and 
every thing elfe that appeared remarkable, 
which they introduced into different landfkips 
that were no way contemptible, either for the 
drawing or colouring. Thefe pictures were de- 
signed by TeutiJe, to give Motezuma fome idea, 
pf what appeared too extraordinary to be fully 
defcribed by words ; but here and there were 
placed fome characters, which feemed to explain 
the picture. 

Cortes being informed of what thefe painters 
were doing, went out to fee them, when obferv- 
ing that thefe figures wanted action to expreft 
die valour of his troops, he oidwd. ^ercc&. \» 
-»m§, drew them up in a body, and cqtstckkbA.- 
**/ the trtillcry to be made i«Ay > vYvw xdKroq 
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Twttft and Ptljntvt % that he would 
th*m iha tht: manner oi~ his country, h 
cd Hi* harfe, with his ctpfcjins, who 
two and two, to the amaizenjeDt of the 
who feeing fuch flatdy animals To oL 
tlicir riders, imagined that there was f< 
i li pel natural in thofe who could man; 
with fuch eafe and dexterity. Cw/*j 
vided his troop into two bodies, gave 
fight, and at a fignal given they djichar 
mulkets f and foon after the artilJer) 
i lie coufuOoti and ailoniihinent of the£ 
were id greiat. that iome fell down I 
ground* others began id Hy, and thofe 
moil prrience ol mind were fixed to 
With terror find admiration, 

CtirifJ now endeavoured to difllpate 
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ens of the Spaniards. Pi/patoe's attendants im- 
mediately began to build houfes, and a conu- 
derable village was formed in a few hours : hut 
left Cortes (hould be offended at this ftep, he fent 
to infoim him that he ftaid there, in order to be 
at hand to provide for his entertainment, and 
to fupply his troops with provifions. Though, 
Cortes guefled his real intention, he took no no- 
tice of his fufpicions, and Pilpatoe continued to 
fupply him with provifions in great plenty. 
Mean while Teutile difpatched meflengers to 
Lhtezuma with an account of what had hap- 
pened, with the pitturcs drawn by his order, 
and CortesH prefent. ^ 

Mctezuma was provided with a great number 
of couriers, chofen from the fwiftell of the In- 
dians, who were dillributed along all the principal 
roads of the kingdom, and rewards were paid 
out of the publick treafury to thole who firft 
arrived at the -appointed place. Thefe couriers 
were relieved at every town, which occafioned 
all difpatches to be carried with furprizing ex- 
pedition, and an anfwer was returned from Mexi- 
co within feven days, though the diftance from 
that city 10 Juan de U/ua amounts to 60 leagues. 
Motezuma's me/Tage to Cortes was brought by 
Teutile with that prince's prefent, which was 
carried by 100 Indians, and confifted of very 
fine cotton robes, and many curiofities formed of 
feathers, where the beautiful variety of the co- 
lours was fo mixed and difpofed by the (kill of 
the artift, that without making ufe of artificial 
colours, or of the pencil, they fo\tc\t<i oaxv^x 
pictures, and a very fine \m\X*\\CKv <tf to&wc& 

Vol. 1L D *>*&» 
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objefU. They alto brought a great number of 
bows, arrows, and targets made of the fined 
wood ; two large circular plates, the one of 
gold, reprefenting the fun ; and the other of fil* 
ver, with the figure of the moon •> and a conft> 
derable quantity of precious flones, pieces of 
gold, gold collars, tings, pendants, and other 
^ornaments of the fame metal in the fhape of 
birds and hearts, fo curioufly wrought, that the 
workman fhip teemed to exceed the value of the 
metal. Thefe feveral articles being placed in 
order upon mats made of palm-tree leaves, 
Textile turned to C$rtts t and told him by the In- 
ter prefers, tbiu the great Emperor Muta^um* 
Had lent him thefe things in return for hU pre- 
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deftroy thofe in (blent ft rangers, who pre fumed 
to difpute his will ; but his rage no (boner fub- 
tided, than it was fucceeded by forrow and con* 
fternation. He held private councils with hi* 
mini Iters, public facrifices were offered in the 
temples, and fuch marks of diilurbance and con- 
fufioR were vifible in his whole behaviour, that 
the people began to talk without referve of fome 
figns and preiages, that were fuppofed to be in- 
dications of the approaching ruin of the Empire. 
The Empire of Mexico was then in its greateft 
glory, having under its dominion a prodigious 
extent of country, governed either by Motezu- 
ma in perfon, or by many petty Kings or Ca. 
ciques, who were his tributaries. It extended 
in length about 1500 miles, in fome places it 
was 600 broad, and it was in general a popu- 
lous, plentiful and rich country. This Empire 
from a very fmall beginning had rifen to fuch 
an height of power and greatnefs in little more 
than 1 30 years, during whkh time the Mexi- 
cans fubdued all the neighbouring dates. They 
were at firft governed by a military chief ; but 
in the progrefs of their conquefb, they chofe a 
King, and gave the fupreme dominion to him 
who had the greateft reputation for valour, with- 
out paying any other regard to hereditary fuc- 
ceifion, than that of preferring thofe of the roy- 
al family, when they were not excelled by the 
merit of another competitor. 

The Emperor Motezuma, the fecond of the 

name, and the eleventh fovereign of Mexico, 

was of the royal blood. In his yout\v \v& VaA. 

diftingai/hed hhnfelf in war, axv& o\ftuite& xXu 

reputation of a brave general, wYucYv, \o%e^ 

D 2 ^ 
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anded in his dominions the year before, a 
s faid that . about that time there hapj 
nany prodigies which were fuppofed to pr 
he ruin of his Empire, fuch as a dreadfi 
net appearing in the night \ the lake of A 
verflow'd its banks with great impetm 
lough the weather was calm and dry, .am 
eople even imagined, that they fceard Ian 
ble voices in the air, foretelling the diflbh 
f that Empire. Thefe figns and portents, 1 
r which were perhaps invented by the difa 
d, made a very deep impreffion oa the i 
7 Motexuma, and difturbed his counfellor 
ch a degree, that when they received a fee 
eflage from Cortes, they concluded that ' 
sre utterly ruined. Some however imagi 
at the portents were fent as warnings to 
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levy a powerful army, and to aft againft him 
with all his forces. 

While Mote%utfui\ court was employed in 
thefe deliberations, Francifco de Montejo, whom 
Ccrtes had fent to examine the coaft, returned 
from his cruife, having found at the diftance 
of fome leagues to the northwaid a town call- 
ed QuiabiJJan, fituated in a fertile and well cul- 
tivated fori, near a bay, where the (hips might 
ride at anchor in fafety, under the (belter of 
fome high rocks. This place was about twelve 
leagues diftance from St. Juan de U/ua, and Cor* 
Us w as beginning to think .of removing thither, 
when hi* refolution was fufpended by the arrival 
t)f Teutile with the principal captains of his 
troops, who came burning incenfe to him in little 
perfuming pans and after the ceremony of fu- 
migation, produced' N'otczuma's fecond prefent, 
which confifted of the fame particulars as thofe 
of wtoich the frft 1iad been compofed, though 
in a fmaller. quantity, together with three green 
ftones refembling emeralds to be prefented to the 
King of Spain, as jewels of ineftimable value. 
Thefe were deliveicd with exprefs orders to 
Cortes and his followers to leave the country 
without delay -, but the Spaniards Hill infilling 
that they would fee the Monarch in perfon, 
Teutile darted up with marks of anger and con- 
ftfion, and told Cortes that hitherto Motezurna 
had treated him as a gueft, and it would be his 
own fault if he was ufed as an enemy. He 
then without waiting for an anfwer, ahro^&j 
deputed, and was followed by Piljatoe *xA ^ 
get of his .attendants. 
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Owlet immediately ordered the guards to fa* 
doubled, and the next day the Spaniards had the 
mortification to find that the IxMans who inhi- 
bited Pitpattfz cabbirts were retired ; that thofe 
who ufed to bring them provisions were gone, 
and thas there was not an Indian to be fecn* 
The apprehenfion of their wanting necetfaries, 
now raifed a fpirit of di icon tent among the fol- 
diers, which was fomented by fome of them 
who were the friends of Feiafquez^ who began 
to exclaim, that Cvries, from meet ambition, pur- 
sued a rafh defign f without a force proportioned 
to the ttudertekiftgv which would infallibly end 
in bis dcfimflion, as well as in that of his foU 
lowers, unUL thev returned to Cuba, to refit the 
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were unwilling to proceed, he would immediate- 
ly prepare for their return to Cuba. He foon 
after gave directions for returning to that ifland, 
and ordered the captains to embark with their 
refpective companies, that they might be ready 
to fail the next morning ; but this declaration 
was no fooner made public, than his emiflarics, 
according to the directions they had received, 
began to exclaim wiih great warmth that Cortes 
had deceived them, by profeffing that he was 
refolved to make a fettlement in that country, 
which notwithstanding their unexpected fuccefs, 
he was on the point of deferring, and that if 
he had a mind to abandon the enterprizx, he 
might with fuch as were willing to follow him : 
for they (hould foon find another gentleman who 
would affume the command. This clamour 
was fo artfully managed, that it brought over 
many of thofe who had efpoufed the contrary 
party, and increafed to fuch a degree, that fome 
of Cortes'* friends were obliged to interpofe, in 
order to put a flop to the diflurbance they 
themfelves had raifed. They commended the 
refolution of thefe men, and offered to defire 
Cortes to fufpend the execution of his 6rder, 
and without giving them time to cool, went 
directly to their general, attended by many of 
the foldiers, in whofe prefence they told him 
in a high ftrain, that the troops were upon the 
point of mutinying on account of the order he 
had given for their reimbarkation, which they 
fuppofed was contrary to the advice of their 
captains, and unworthy of t\vc caxxra^i fA ^a- 
*uirds, who ought to be ovwcotcvt Vj ^ S& - 
fcaltfc* or dangers. Gorfrs cotowX^. ^ >f 
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he felt at the fuccefs of his expedient, and coolljf 
replied, that he had been miiinfornicd» that he 
^oold proceed with fuch as were willing j but 
would eonftrain nobody, and therefore would 
caufe a fhip to be provided for carrying back to 
Cuha t thofe who wanted the courage to follow 
him and his friemh. This reply was received 
with acclamations of joy, and had fuch an effect, 
that thefe who were diflamfkd, carefully con- 
cealed i heir difco&tetrt. 
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erdered'themto be well treated, and was greatly 
plea&d at hearing that the Zempoallans, though 
tributary to Motezuma, were diflatisfied with his 
yoke, and reprefented him as a proud and cruel 
Prince; whence he forefaw, that he mould be 
able to engage thefe people-to facilitate his future 
fuccefs. He therefore difmifled the deputies 
with prefents, arTd with orders to aflure the 
•Cacique of his "friendfhip, and of his paying 
him a vifit in his way to $>uiabtjlan. 

Cortes, in order to diveft himfelf of his uneafy 
dependence upon Velafqutz, and to remove his 
want of legal authority, laid, in concert with 
his friends, the plan of a corporation to be ef- 
tablifhed in fome place on the continent, and 
icveral perfons were chofen to fill the offices of 
government. Thefe immediately appointed a 
clerk of the council, with other inferior officers, 
and having taken the accuftomed oaths, to aft 
according to the rules of juftice, and their duty 
to God and the King, began to exercife their 
functions. The next morning the council being 
afilmbled, under the pretence of confulting the 
augmentation and preservation of the fettlement 
to be made, which was to have the name of 
Villa Rica dt la Vera Cruz, Cortes defired admit- 
tance, to propofe an affair relating to the pub- 
lic welfare. The council role up to receive 
him, and he paying his refpc&s to the magis- 
tracy, went and took his feat, next to the firft 
Regidorc, and then laid open the reafons which 
had induced him to difapprove the commilfion 
.under which he hud a&ed. He thav x.W>« w^vel 
the tabic what he had received from Diego 
iWofauez', Miffed the truncheou \ &&nccc& '* 

YDS. 
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me icing's name, to be in force till they 
know h:s Majefty's pleafure. Then the ] 
being aflembled by a public crier, were acq 
sd with Corfu's re deration, and the rcfo 
}f the council : at which they cxprefled ur 
ncn joy, and immediately proceeded to C 
loufe, with the Alcaldes and Regidores, 
nforn;ed him, that the tuwn of Villa Rica 
a the name of Don Carlos King of Spain, 
/ith the cenfent and approbation of the i 
itants in full council, chofen and appo 
im general of the army in Nevu Spain ; 
cafe it were neceflary, required and comm 
1 him to take upon him that office for 
ablic good, and his Majefty's fervice. >r ) 
Cortes accepted of this poft with great ref| 
d began to govern the troops with a kin 
thority that fecnr.vJ rU- - L - J ' 
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This action (truck terror into the troops, and in 
order to improve it, he pofuively declared, that 
he would proceed again il them as fcditious per- 
forms and difturbers of the peace, and make them 
pay for their obftinacy with the lofs of their 
heads. In this difpofition he continued feveral 
days, during which no body was allowed to vi- 
fit them : but afterwards their friends were ad- 
mitted, and among the reft fomc of his confi- 
dents, who found means to reduce them to rea- 
fon. He then flittered himfelf to be pacified, 
and fo effectually conciliated their affedlions, 
that they afterwards flood by him with unfhakea 
fidelity. 

Cortes now prepared for leaving tins part of 
the country, and having ordered the (hips to fail 
for the bay of ^taabijlan y refolvcd to march thi- 
ther by land. In a few hours he reached the ri- 
ver of Zempoalla, which being very deep, the 
troops croiled it in canoes, and other veflels be- 
longing to fome filhermen, which they found on 
the more, the horfes being obliged to fwim. 
I 1 he army foon after arrived at fome houfes in 
the diftrift of Zempoalla, which they found in- 
tirely abandoned, and without either furniture 
or provifions ; though the natives left in their 
temples feveral idols, with knives made of 
flint, and fome miferable remains of human 
vi&ims. Here they firft faw the Mexican books, 
three or four of which were in the temples, and 
were fuppofed to contain the rites of their reli- 
gion. Each was made of thin varnifhed clock* 
folded in Jeares and made up vato Nttamtt* w- 
&mblmg ours. 



.., .,,.«» « yicic«c or fowls and bre 
the Cacique of Zempoalla, who invited 
his town, where he had provided quar 
his troops. Cortes difmifled fix of the 
with thanks for the hofpitnlity of their 
and detained the reft as guides to the town 
they told him was at the diftance of 
journey. At night they flaid in a fmall 
where they were kindly entertained by 
Eabitants. 

In the morning the troops marched fc 
Zempoa//a, following their guides, though 
all imaginable precaution, as Cortes ftiltdt 
the fmcerity of the Indians* To ware 
evening, they were met by 20 Indians whe 
from the town, to receive Cortes, with an ; 
gy from the Cacique, who was kept at ho: 
a natural impediment. Zemfioalla wne « 
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ipporced bv Come of his noble?, for he was \o 
xtremely fat, that he could not move without 
Duch difficulty. A mantle of fine cotton, en- 
khed with jewels, was thrown over his caked 
body, and he wore pendants in his ears and lips. 
On his approaching to falute Cortes, his unwieldy 
appearance made it r.eccffary for that General to 
put a flop to the laughter of his loldiers : he 
received Cortes in his arms, and welcomed both 
him and the reft of the Captains in fuch fenfible 
exprefiions as created refpedt, and having defired 
Cortes to repofe himfelf after his journey, told 
him that he would vifit him at his lodgings, 
where they would converfe more at leilure 
about their mutual interefts. The troops then 
retired to the quarters provided for them in (quare 
court?, furnifhed with a number of apartments, 
where they were plentifully accommodated with 
provi&ons and other neceffaries. 

The Cacique foon after fent a prefent to Cortes 
of jewels, gold and other curiofuies, to the va- 
lue of about 2000 pfzoes, and followed this 
prefent in perfon, carried on a chair on the 
Ihoulders of the chief of his family, and attended 
by a fplendid retinue. Cortes went out to re - 
ceive him, and retiring to a private apartment 
with him and the interpreters, expatiated upon 
the grandeur of the King of Spain, and the er- 
rors of idolatry ; telling him that the deiign 
of bis coming with his valiant troops, was to 
wdrefs wrongs, to punifh violence, and to v'n- 
dicate the caufe of reafon and juftice. He art- 
fully touched on this fubjeft, in oitac to &wn 
him to complain of Motezuma % \\ttX V* «fts&fc 

V*l. II. E Sfcasc 



is fubjetts, as it lie nag Deen one or tucir ' 
nd concluded with obferving, that he d 
/ilh to engage Cortes in a quarrel with i 
>otcnt Emperor, whole power was irrei* 
Zortes immediately reply'd, that while h 
uftice on his fide he fhould pay but little 
o Motezumas power; but that he was 
narch to Quiabiflan, where the injured a 
>refTed fhould find him ready to redrefs 
vrongs, and that in the mean time he mi 
ure his friends and confederates, that he 
willingly undertake their defence. In fhorl 
ing continued the conyerfation for fome 
the Cacique took his leave, highly fathfied 
Cortes was equally pleafed at the proff 
ilrengthening his intereft by fuch a powej 
liance. 

When the troops were ready to marc] 
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hey found defertcd, and the next morning ar- 
ived at Quiabijlan, a town ilrongly fituated up- 
>n a rock, with the avenues to it narrow and 
leep. But thoogh this place was naturally 
Irong, they entered it without opposition, nor 
lid they perceive any peribn, till coming to a 
quare in which the Indian Temples were placed, 
ourteen or fifteen of the natives handfomely 
horned with feathers, came out to meet then!. 
Zortes encouraged them by his affability, and 
rave them fome glafe beads, when recovering. 
heir fpirits, they informed him that their Ca- 
:iqoe had retired in order to avoid a war, as he 
icither chofc to deny them admittance, nor to 
Eruft his perfon among armed troops that were 
intirely unknown to him, and that the inhabi- 
tants could not be prevented from following bis 
example : but that as foon as they mould be fen- 
fible of the goodnefs of fuch guefts, they would 
return to their houfes, and efteem it their happi- 
nefs to ferve and obey them/ Cortes gave them 
the firongeft afibrances of his friend (hip, and 
while they were gone with the news, gave ftri& 
orders to the foldiers, to behave with great civility 
to thefe Indians, who foon (hewed the confidence 
they placed in the Spaniards ; for fome families 
returned that very night, and in a little time the 
town was filled with its inhabitants. 

Sometime after, the Cacique himfelf returned, 
and was introduced by the Cacique of Zempoalla, 
both of whom were carried on men's moulders, 
and the latter made an handfome excufe for his 
friend. The converfation turned ^otv^a \?j- 
nnny of Motezuma, whom they Te^tefextak *» 
a moa&er, who not only itnpovtnftvtfi tana. V* 
E z y 



dians who feeratd in a great i 
ing the Laciques, put them 
that they changed colour, ai 
The caufeofthis disorder was 
for fix Commiflaries from 
feen paffing before the qua 
wards, richly adorned with 
dants of gold, and attended b 
ferior officers and fervants, 
with fans made of feathers. 
gate to fee them, when they 
paying him the leait refpeft, 
pontemptuous look, that the f< 
immediately chaftized them, 
xeftrained by their General, w 
felf with fending Mat ha with 
to know the caufe of their < 
means he underitood that the 
having feated themfelves in the 
* . moned the Caciques to appear 

i „..: r\ !__ ■ . i 11 
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<to obey ; he defircd them to aflemble their peo- 
ple to feize the Mexicans, and to leave the reft 
to his conduit. 

The Caciquts at fir A refuftd to comply with 
.this bold command, till Cortes repeating his 
order in a peremptory manner, they went and 
executed it ; and having feized Mctttzumas mi- 
ni tiers, put them in a kind or pi: lory in 
their priibns, to the great fatisfaclion of the 
people, who demanded that they mould either 
die the x death of traitors, or be inltantly fa- 
crificcd to their Gods. - Cortes however refufed 
to grant this rcqueft, and having Secured 
them, by a guard of Spanrjb loldiers, retired 
40 his quarters, in order to contrive forne method 
of extricating himfelf from the difficulty in which 
he was involved. He was unwilling to come to 
an open rupture with Motezuma, and yet thought 
it neceflary to fupport the party he had already 
formed againft that Prince, in order to have 
their aflillancc, in cafe he fhould happen to want 
it. In confequence of thefe re Bed ions, he, at 
midnight, fent privately for two of the prifoners, 
whom he treated in a very obliging manner, 
told them they were at liberty, and as he had 
reilored their freedom, they might affure their 
Prince that he would fpeedily endeavour to re- 
Icafe the reft of their companions, and to make 
the Caciques fenfible of their fault. The Mexi- 
cans heard this declaration with equal joy and 
aUonifhment, but durft not let out on their journey, 
for fear of being killed or taken by the way ; the 
Spanijfr foldiers were therefore ordered to con- 
duct them to the bay, and one of x\i&&Y^\fttt& 
xrriQdthcm beyond the dU\ri& ot TjmtaaUcu 

E 3 ^ 
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The next morning the Caciques came to 
Csrigff and exprtfling great concern at the 
efcape of the prifoners, he received the new 
with the appearance of much Air prize and 
vexation ; but propofed, in order to prevent 
any accident of the like kind for the future, 
to take care of the reft himlelf, and imme- 
diately ordered them to be carried on board the 
fleet, giving private directions for their beipg 
civilly entertained. Thus without ioiing the 
confidence of the Caciquet, he conferred an ob- 
ligation upon Motemttna, the great nefs of whole 
power made him unwilling to provoke his re- 
sentment. 

The moderation with which the SfantGrJ} be- 
haved towards their alfe, was quickly made 
known to the neighbouring ditlnds, and in a 
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aflifted by their Indian friends, both that and the 
houfes were foon erelted; for the officers, and 
even Cortes himfelf, fet an example to the reft, 
by performing the moil difficult work ; by which 
means the town was foon com pleated, and en- 
compafled with a mud wall, (ufficient to defend 
it againit all the methods of attack ufed by the 
Indians. 

In the mean time, Motezuma being informed 
that the Cacique of Zempoalla, whofe fidelity 
was fufpected, had admitted the Grangers into 
his town, refolved not only to chaflizc this re- 
bellious tributary ; but to march in perfon againit 
the Spaniards, whom we are told, he deftined as a 
fkcrihce to his Gods. But his preparations for this 
enterprise were fufpcnded by the arrival of the two 
Indians, who had been releafed by Cortes. Thefe 
gave an account of their imprifonment ; of their 
owing their liberty to the Captain of the Gran- 
gers; of his courteous treatment, and the mef- 
fage he had ordered them to deliver ; upon which 
MoteKupufs anger was mitigated, and he refolved 
to have again recourfe to a negotiation, in or- 
der to endeavour to divert Cortes from his de- 
fign. 

The "Mexican AmbafTadors arrived juft as the 
new iettlement and fortrefs of Vera Cruz was 
compleated. Thefe were two young men who 
were the Emperor's nephews, attended by four 
ancient Caciques, who were to ferve as Coun- 
fcllors. They had a fplendid retinue, and the 
prefent, which confifted of gold, leathers and 
cotton, was valued by the Spaniards at xooc* 
pieces of eight. They told Cortes ^ax^ofc^s^- 
pcror had determined to ctaKvz& tat ^uisg* 
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till the account he had received of his behavioai 

, had induced him to fufpend his vengeance ; that Jfl 
however hoped he would fqon quit that country, 
iince the obftades which oppofcd his coming tc 
court, were jn their own nature iofurmountabk. 

Cortes, according to his ufual cuftom, received 
the prefen.ts made him by the Emperor, wid 
great refpect, and ordering the four imprifonec 

' officers to be brought afliore, delivered them tc 
the ambafiadors ; obferving, that he was high}) 

, pleafed at having fuch an- opportunity of fhew- 
ing his regard to che Emperor. That he though 
ihe miulcr.ee of the. Caciques in f<>roe nv*afun 
fxcu fable ; from the extravagant behaviour o 
the cifrL-Nrrs thcmfclvcs, who not fatirfied witr 
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CHAP. V. 

Cortes is prevailed upon byfalfe Pretences to tngag* 
in an Expedition againft the Inhabitants of Zinv 
pazingo. He demoljhes the Idols of Zempoalla, and 
returns to Vero Cruz ; ivhere a Confpiracy be- 
ing formed againft him, he orders the Ships to be 
funk. 

A Short time after this event, the Cacique of 
Zempoalla came to Vera Cruz, and told 
Cortes , that the time was now come for him to 
protect his country . againft the Mexicans, who 
had arrived at Zimpazingo, whence they made 
excurfions into his diftrift, deftroying the corn 
fields, and committing other ads of hoftility. 
Cortes thought himfel f obliged to fupport his new 
allies, and that it would not become him to fuf- 
fer the infolence of the Mexicans, in a manner 
within his fight. He therefore de fired the Ca~ 
cique to provide Indians to carry his baggage, and 
draw his artillery ; which being done, he fet out 
at the head of 400 Spaniards, leaving the reft in 
the fortrefs of Vera Crux. On his pafling by 
fympoalla, he was joined by 2000 armed Indians* 
aftembled by the Cacique, to ferve under him in 
this expedition. The fame night he quartered his 
troops three leagues from Zimpazingo, and the next 
day in the afternoon difcovered the town ficuated 
on the tofTof a fmalj hill among great rocks which 
foncealed part of the buildings, and t«dw& \\ 
$JBcuh of accefs. 
4 ^ 
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The Spaniard* with much fatigue pafled 
over the rocks wkhmit meeting with th* lead 
reliances buijuft as they were pre paring to attack 
the town m federal places at once, eight ancient 
Pr lefts appealed, cloathed in black man tie a 
that reached to the ground, the upper pari 
was gathered about the neck, and a piece hung 
lofc in the form of & hood : they had long 
hair which was dotted, and their hand* and hcv 
flamed, with the blood of human (aenfices 
Thefe men approached the General with mark: 
of the moft humble fubm'ulGn, and foon con- 
vinced h;m that he had been impofed upon ; 
fmce MotE^uwas troops had retired feme tim* 
before, and that this was only an artifice of hii 
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deed, he did not dare to punifh them, for (ear 
of looting the friendftup of his new allies. Hir- 
ing thus reprimanded the Zemp§aUans 9 he ordered 
them to lodge without the town, while he 
himfelf entering it with the Spaniards, was re* 
ceived with the applaufcs due to a deliverer, and 
vifited by the Cacique, with others in that neigh- 
bourhood, who voluntarily acknowledged them* 
felves fubject to the King of Spain. He now 
formed a fcheme for reconciling thefe Indians, 
and the Zempoa lions, which he had the happi- 
nefs to effect; and having made* them friends, 
he returned to Vera Cruz, leaving his reputation 
and iotereft highly advanced by the iflue of this 
expedition, which he had too creduloufly un- 
dertaken ; and thus, like a consummate politician, 
he made even his very errors contribute to his 
grand deiign. 

In his march back to Zempoalla, he pafled by 
two towns belonging to tbofe who were newly 
entered into the confederacy, when he observed 
a ibldier deal a couple of hens, at which he was 
fb provoked, that he ordered him to be inftantly 
hanged ; but permitted Peter Alverado to cut him 
.down with his (word before he was dead. '■ 

On his return, he found the Caciques of Zem- 
pTaJIa waiting for him at fome diftance from the 
town* with a large quantity of provifions for the 
refreshment of the army j when observing that 
chief appear afhamed of his conduct, he attured 
him that he had laid afide his difpleafure, and 
they having entered the town together, the Ca- 
cique made him a prefent of eight of that tm& 
beautiful virgiw, who were oi (<xA faBK&e^ 
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they were adorned With gold necklaces and-fftn'; 
dants, and attended by kferal women Jemntt; 
Seven of thefe the Cacique allotted for the Cap- 
tains, and the other being- his own niece, be n£ 
commended as a wife to C$rin 9 In order dM 
their fnendfhip might be ftrengthened by tbi 
ties of blood. The General returned him thanks; 
and let him know that is was unlawful for a ty«- 
mard to marry any woman who was an idolater, 
and took this opportunity of declaring againfi 
their idolatry and fuperftition. 

Soon after the Zempoallats aflembled on one of 
their moil folemn feftivali, in order to offer human 
facrifices, which were performed with horribh 
ceremonies ; when the wretched victims being 
cut to pieces were fold to the people as facred 
food. Cortes being foon infoimed of this affair, 
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commanding them to lay down their arms and 
retire, they obeyed with the utmoft expedi- 
tion. Cortes then began to declaim againlt the 
barbarity and abfurdity of their religion, and at 
length proposed to the Indians, that they them- 
selves fhould afcend the fteps, and overthrow the 
idols with their own hands : but prod rating them- 
felves upon the ground, they declared with tears 
and the mofl dreadful lamentations, that they 
would fuffer all the extremeft tortures he could 
invent, rather than be guilty of committing fuch 
an impious facrilege. But giving the fame 
command to his foldiers, the idols were in an 
icftam thrown down and broken to pieces; 
while the Indians flood motionlefs with horror, 
every moment expecting to fee the immediate 
vengeance of heaven fall on thefe impious men ; 
but at length perceiving that they remained un- 
hurt, and that the Gods were unable to defend 
themfelves, their horror fubfided, and changed 
into fuch contempt, that they themfelves joined 
with the Spaniards in burning the fragments of 
their idols ; and the next day mafs was celebrated 
in that very temple. 

The Spaniards now returned to Vera Crux ; and 
the lame day they reached that new colony, a 
veflel arrived from Cuba, commanded by Fran- 
cifco de Sake do, which brought Captain Luis Mar- 
tin, ten foldiers, and two horfes. By thefe gen- 
tlemen the General was informed, that Velajqucx. 
had obtained the title of king's lieutenant of the 
ifland of Cuba, with a commiifion to trade and 
make fettlements in the new discovered coun- 
tries, and that he was refolved to ^vft. i> $ss$ ^ 

Vol. II. F Cortt? * 
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Cortt^s proceedings* Upon this information^ 

the latter was determined to lay the affair before 

the king ; at hi& defire the council of Vera Crttx 

wrote a particular account of the expedition* and 

of P't'Isfquexi injurious behaviour towards him ; 

be fetching his majejty* in confi deration of hu 

great merit* to grant him the commiflion oj 

Captain general* that he i;ngjit exert hirafell 

in the fervice of his country, without having 

any dependance on the Governor of Grjfl. 

While Cortes himfelf, in another letter, explainer 

his reafons for hoping that he fhould be able 

to reduce the whele empire of Mexico to hi; 

Majeily^ obedience, Thefe difpatches wen 

committed to AlcnzA Hrrnandei Port&carrere anc 

Frenci/ra Mentcjs: but Cartes thinking that t)u 

fifth part of the gold they had colle£led woult 
1 , k .- _ *_;n:_,. r,_* 1 *l_ tt:__ ru. 
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4m the latter took his meafurei with fuch fuc- 
rfe, that he feized all the perfons concerned j 
ho being brought to their trial, two of the 
nglcadert were condemned to be hanged, two 
Chen were ordered to be whipt as old offender.*, 
w principal mariner of the (hip wis fen tc need 
> lofe one of his feet, and the re it were par- 
oned. Cortes had no fooner figned the warraut 
or their execution, than he fet out for Ztmpsulia, 
D prevent his being follicited to pardon the prin- 
ipal offenders. 

Cortes being very much difturbed at this con- 
piracy, which might again break out fo as to 
lifconcert his whole fcheme, formed a refolution, 
that at once evinced the greatnefe and intrepi- 
iiry of his mind : this was to deftroy the (hips, 
that the fokUera being deprived of all means of 
escape, might ad with greater ardour and unani- 
mity, from their having no other choice but to 
conquer or die. Having communicated this im- 
portant fcheme to his confidents, they exerted 
themielfes amongft the foldiers in fuch a man- 
ner, that they themfelves went to perfuade him 
to agree to it, and among other arguments urg- 
ed, that there being too mariners on board, they 
would greatly add to their ftrength, and bear a 
pan of all their fatigues. Cortes feemed con- 
vinced by their reafbns, and a public inftruiuent 
was drawn up by a notary, by which piece of 
fubtlety he was laved from being under the ob- 
ligation of paying for the (hips, the whole army 
being equally bound for the payment of them. 
This being done, orders were giveiv fo\ Wvfc^w^ 
osj Shore the iron work, anchors, faWs, mA«.n«f| 
Meg thMt might be of ufe, and the* to &&*■ ^ 
F 2 '< 
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all, except the boats^ which were re&nred 

But no looner had Cartel taken this r 
nary ftep, than all the advantage of ii 
to be detfroyed by an accident that c 
poifcbly lie forefeen, and which it was 
impoJEble for bim to avoid. This ws 
rival of a fmali fquadron upon the 
which he received advice by an cxpr 
Juan di Ejtafaxtc* He immediately 
Vtrq €tm% % and at his arrival perceivet 
the veJTch at anchor at a considerable 
from the fliore, where were landed th 
maris* one of whom w» a public notary, 
went to them with a i/Jiall party % when 
tary delivered \o him a writing, which c 
in fubibr.ee, that the Governor of Jam 
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)at came off from the (hip with twelve men well 
med, which being perceived by Cortes'} fol- 
er», they retired under a tree, and four men 
nding from the boat with an Indian, advanced 
wards them, without having the leiit dcubt 

their being their own people. By which 
atagem he alfo got thefe into his hands; when 
5 boats crew feeing what had happened, rowed 
ck to the veiTcl, which foon after weighed an- 
orand ilood to lea. Thefe men readily inlifted 

the fervrce, and Cortes returned to Zcmpoada 
th a fmall recruit of feven Spaniards, which 
is then eftecmed a very confiderable rciiiforce- 
rnt. 

CHAP. VI. 

rtes begins his march for Mexico : Jlays federal 
days at Zocothlan tf/a/Xacazingo : fends Am- 
bajfadors to Hafcala / hut his propo/als of peace 
being rejecled, fights an objiinate battle ivith the 
riaicalans. Xicotencal, Genera/ of the Tlaf- 
:alans, attacks the Spanifh quarters by night ; 
but is divefed of his command, and the 1 laf- 
:alans fuefor peace. 

N a few days after Cortes's return to Zempo- 
alla, he drew up the army, forming a body 
Spaniards for the van guard, and another of 
\ans for the rear, commanded by three Ca- 
oes of the mountains ; the*i\TOT^j&. cR ^ast **&- 
s were refer ved for drawing tta v**i\e.rj% ^ 
Wfre loaded with the biua?*, v\fc\»»v«S 
F 3 *y^ 



Cortes exhorted the people to forbear 
human facrifices. They now entered 
rough part of the mountains where t. 
obliged to march for three days over r 
precipices, in very cold and rainy weathc 
out any thing Jo fhelter themfelves fron 
clemency of- the air. Juft as they rea< 
fummit their provisions began to fail 
there found a temple, and a large qu. 
wood, but made no itay, as they pbferv 
villages on the! other fide of the'"mour 
which they haded with as much expet 
poftble. 

They now entered into the large anc 
lous province of Zocathlan, where in a \ 
the foot of a mountain, was a city of t 
name, in which the Cacique refided. Co 
two Zcmpoallans to inform this prince of 
rival, who ft>on returned with a favours 
fwer. The Cacique came out cf **»• ~ : 
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The next day the Cacique vifited Cortes at his 
quarters, when the latter received him with 
great civility, and among other que A ions, afked 
whether he was fubjeft to the emperor of Mexi- 
co* when the other replied ,1s there any man up- 
on earth, who is not a Have to Mowzumaf To 
which Cortes fcornfully replied, That he him- 
felf, and thofe who accompanied him, obeyed 
another King who had many fubjecls more pow- 
erful than Motezuma. But the Cacique, without 
attending to thefe words, proceeded to difplay the 

Srandeur of his Emperor, the provinces under his 
oxninion, he (aid, were innumerable, and obferved 
that he had many Lords who fcrved bare-foojt in 
his palace, with their eyes fixed on the ground ; 
adding, that he refided in the largeft, molt beau- 
tiful, and ftrongelt city in the univerfe, founded 
in the midft of lakes. He then expatiated upon 
the immenfity of his riches, the Arength of his 
armies, and the mifery of his enemies, above 
20,000 of whom were annually facriflced on the 
altars of his Gods. 

Cortes eafily difcovered the intent of this 
difcourfe, which had been dictated by the court 
of Mexico, to deter him from proceeding ; but 
Jeeming not to penetrate into his defign. he re- 
ply ed that he was already informed of Motezu- 
mas grandeur, and that his Embafly being 
peaceable, his men were appointed rather to 
{hew his authority, than as a martial guard ; 
but yet the mofl incoufiderable Spaniard was 
able to overthrow a whole army of Indians. That 
he (ought for peace ; but if he vm cotk^<&k& ^ 
engage in war, he would deftroy Yv\s eram\«W*fc 
- jfinr Mud {word ; for nature wou\d aE&\tf& we 



with a prodigious refpeft, made him a 
of four female flaves, and offered to gi 
twenty noble Indians for guides to his anr 

Corte: now proceeded on his march to 
vince of" Tlafcala, that bordered upon Zot 
and for fcversl days nothing ccnfiderabl 
pcned : but afterwards hearing that the 
country was in arms, he re(olved to ha 
imr.ll town called Xacaxivgo % till he flic 
better informed of their defigns. 

The province of Tlafcala was about 50 \ 
in circumference, and though the land was 
tainous and uneven, it abounded with i 
tants. The capital was built upon di 
eminences. The people at firft were go 
by Kings, till growing weary of their tyi 
they fhook of the yoke, and formed then 
into a commonwealth. The towns were d 
into a certain number of diiiri&s, each of 
fent a repreientative to T/a/cala. whpr*» 
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To this republic Cortes fent four of the prin- 
cipal Zempoattans, who were fully inftru&cd by 
Aguilar and Marina^ how to addio&ihe Senate, 
in demanding a paflage for the Spaniards through 
their territories. They inftantly put on the ap- 
pearance of Ambafladors, each wearing on his 
moulder a wreathed cotton-tippet knotted at the 
ends ; in the right hand a large arrow, and on the 
left arm a target, formed of tortoife (hell. Up- 
on thefe occaiions, when the purport ot the Em- 
bafly was war, the feathers of the arrow were 
red ; but when their errand was peace, they were 
white. By thefe fy mbols the Ambafladors were 
known and refpe&cd on the high roads ; but if 
they turned afide they forfeited their privileges. 

Cortex's four envoys on their entering Tlaf- 
tain, were conduced to a houfe fet apart for the 
reception of Ambafladors, and the next day 
brought into the Senate, the members of which 
rofe from their little chairs to bid them welcome. 
As the Ambafladors entered, they held up their 
arrows on high, and wore their tippits on their 
heads, as a rrark of extraordinary veneration ; 
then paying ticir refpe&s to the Senate, they 
proceeded (lowly to the middle of the hall, where 
they kneded with their eyes fixed upon the 
ground, continuing filent till the eldeft Senator 
defired them to declare their bufinefs. They 
then (eated themfelves upon their hams and he 
who was chofen the Orator, cxprefled himJelf to 
the following purpofe; " Noble Republic, Va- 
** liant Tlafcatans, your friends and allies the 
t€ Lord of Zcmp.alla f and the mountain Ca- 
" ciqnes, wiftiing you health, abuttdaxKAt <«& 
* the deflrudion of your cnenues, te&& ^ *» 
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•' inform you* thai an inrincibje i»cc of i 
" are come from the Baft, who fan. If 
" more than human j for they fail upon pail 
•« and wield the thunder and lightening. 
" they wcrihip an almighty Being who » off 
« ed at human facrifices. Their general is J 
" baflador from a mighty Prince who dcfa 
** reform the abufes of our country, and iq 
" the tyranny of Mttnutrnm, He hai aim 
«* refcued our provintes front oppreffion; 
•' as he means to pafi through yonr tenia 
" in his way to Mexico, he defiles to be ink 
u ed of your grievances, that he may rfa 
«' your wrongs. We ha?e experienced his 
" lour, 2nd in the name of our Caciques 
«' confjjerates, defire ycu to entertain t 
tl Aranccia " The fpecch being concluded, 
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minion over the Elements, that they fliould form 
Boating cities upon the Teas, and ufe fire and 
air to iubdue the earth. Thefe Grangers he al- 
ledged were certainly the people foretold. They 
came from the Eaft : their arms were fire, they 
dwelt in floating houfes, and by their adtions in 
Tahafco proved themfelves invincible. He al- 
ledged that their arrival was predicted by fignals 
from Heaven, which it were impious to difre- 
gard. That they had aflifted their allies, and 
only defired a pafTage through their country, 
which they could not refufe without being guilty 
of incivility to thofe who had never injured 
them, and without difrefped to their allies, by 
whom they were fo warmly recommended. 

MagifcatTuns fpeech was received with ap- 
planfe; bat the favourable difpofitions he in- 
spired were intirely changed by the interpofition 
of Xicotencal their general, a young man ani- 
mated by ambition, who with equal eloquence 
ridiculed the prophecy, and repreiented the Spa- 
niard as common men, whofe veflels and arms 
were produced by human art, whofe valour was 
not uncommon, and whofe pride, cruelty, and 
avarice were intolerable, fince they contemned 
die laws and cuftoms of the Indians, thirfted 
after their gold, deftroyed their temples, and 
blafphemed their Gods; and that with refpedt 
to the fignals of Heaven, they ought to be in- 
terpreted as warnings to oppofe and extirpate 
thofe prefumptuous ftrangers. He therefore 
earneftly intreated that they would a\kw V\\sv 
t6 d&mbk the /brces, and extetnv\TttXfc ^«isw 
ttonce, as the oppre/Tors of t\ieu covwfts^ »&- 
b&cmJes of their religion. 



Cortes having waited eight days for th< 
of Ms Aiiibafladors, determined to conti 
inarch towards the city of Tlafcala, that 
they were refolved on hoiiiliries, he mi 
tack them before they were joined by thei 
by which prudent refolution he prevent 
obtaining time to guard a ilrong ftone wa 
was 20 feet thick, and 9 feet high, wii 
rapet upon the top 5 it reached crofs the 
extending from one mountain to anoti 
had no other entrance but in the middle 
the two ends circularly crofied each 
the fpace of ten paces, and might hi 
been defended againit all invaders. T 
arch having pafled this wall without O] 
inarched in good order with their artillt 
and with advanced parties to prevent 
Thefe parties at length discovered 20 
dians at a considerable diftance, who 
n1,,m « anreared to be foldiers. Corn 
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ambufcade. At this inftant the Spanijb infantry 
came up, and formed themfelves into a battalion, 
to full a in the fury with which the enemy advanc- 
ed ; but the firft volley of the fire- arms doing 
great execution, threw the Indians into diforder. 
Of this the Spaniard* taking advantage fell 
upon them with fuch refolution, that in a fliort 
time they quitted the field, leaving 60 men kill- 
ed, and fome prifoners taken by the Spaniards. 
Cortes was not willing to have his men engage 
in the purfuit, but took pofllffion of fome 
houfes, that were in fight, in which they found 
a considerable quantity of pvovifions, and pa fl- 
ed the night there. 

The Spaniards proceeding on their march the 
next day, were oppofed by a larger body of 
the enemy, which advanced with great noife, 
ai>d having discharged a flight of arrows and a 
large quantity of Hones from their flings, retreat- 
ed, making a kind of running fight ; but Cortes 
imagining that this retreat was only a ftratagem, 
followed in clofe order, till having reached the 
top of a hill he diicovered a plain, where was 
an army of about 40,000 men, compofed of 
various nations, diftinguifhed by the colours of 
their enfigns and plumes. The Spaniards boldly 
marched down the bill ; formed on the even 
ground, and moved on to the attack, while the 
Indians ftill retired, till finding them at a diitance 
from the hill , they opened to the right and left, 
and ran furioufly to occupy the ground on both 
fides, and then clcfing in a circle, furrounded 
the Spaniards 9 who found it neceflary to throw 
them/elves into tkeform of an tausro Vagft&t* 

Vol. II. G « 



Ci fht Cmqwji ^MEXICO, 
in order to (Main the fury of the & 
The air was foon darkened with the 
darts and flones, which fell upon [be Sj 
ti II the Indians obferving the little envft 
miffive weapons, boldly attacked the 
their pikes and fwords. But tbe arf*Jle 
down whole companies ; the fin a 11 arms kif 
in heaps, and Cartes breaking in amoj 
with his horfe, flew and trampled under foe 
came in hi a way* At length CW*j feeing 
my fall back, placed his horfe on th 
and being accompanied by the foot, char$ 
with redoubled vigour. They at fir ft mad' 
of refinance ; but the men on horfebat 
ing fupernntursl, put them into diibrt 
thty loon brgan to give way on a 
while in this confufion they wounded 
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nary folemnity in one of the temples. Nine 
or ten of the Spanijb foldiers, and many of the 
Zempoailans, who were fired by the example of 
the Spaniards 9 were wounded in this battle, 
which was no (boner over, than Cortes obferv- 
ing a fmall town on an eminence that com- 
manded the country, marched thither, and had 
the fatisfaction of finding it well fupplied with 
provifions: but there not being fufneient room 
to accommodate the whole army, the Zempa- 
allans erected huts for themfelves, and raifed 
fome works of earth to fecure the place, not- 
withftanding its being ftrong and of difficult 
accefe. 

The fentiments of the TlafcaUns were (till 
divided 9 for while fome cried out for peace, 
others were equally eager for continuing the 
war: Xieoteneal demanded fupplies to revenge 
the lofs they had fullered, and one of the con- 
federates arriving at the fame time with 10,000 
men, this fuccour encouraged them to profecute 
the war with frefh vigour. In the mean time 
the four Zempoattan Ambafladors returned by 
different ways to the Spaniards, and informed 
Cortes, that as foon as Xuotenca/ took the field, 
they were put in a prifon, and deftined by the Tlaf- 
colons as iacrifices to die God of war, but 
that they had happily found means to make their 
cfcape. 

Though a profound fHHneft reigned through- 
out the country, Cortes was far from imagining 
that he was out of danger of being again attack- 
ed by the Tlafcalans, he therefore refolved ,to 
maintain his poA ; but fbrefeemg xlhax ^tv& Indian* 
would interpret his inaction a& pwKfccfttt^ Vkswii 
G 2 Skw 
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fear, he rcfolved the ne^ morning to rec 
the country, in order to gain intelligen 
therefore marched out with all his horle 
foot, which equally confiiled of Spania 
Zempoallans. He advanced as far as foxr 
ges in the road to Tla/caia, where h 
great (lore of provifions, and made few 
(oners, by whom he was informed that 
cal was encamped about two leagues from 
and employed in recruiting and augmen 
army. 

The Zempoallans- being now highly 
againft the T/afcalanj, Cortes permitted 
dcilroy the country with fire and fwo: 
then returned to the camp, where he fet 
ty all his prifoncrs, and among thofe v 
Keen taken the clay before, he chofe two 
to c.irrv a mffl'ipre to XitvU'iad, 
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C rtesy though piqued at XicotencaPj infolence, 
would net negkft his advice : but at day break 
drew his troops into the field, leaving fuch a 
force in the town as he thought neceilary for 
its defence, and having advanced about half a 
league, took pofleflion of a fpot where he could 
receive the enemy with adiantage. He there 
formed his men, fecurcd his flanks with the ar- 
tillery, and put himfelf at the head of the horfc, 
in order to bring fuccour wherever it mould be 
wanted. In a (hort time the fecuts returned 
with intelligence, that the enrmy were upon 
their march, and Toon afttr they appeared, when 
their number amounted to above 50,000 men, 
confiding of the whole ftrength of the republic 
and its allies. They displayed a large golden 
eagle, which was the enfign of Tla'cala, and 
was never brought into the field, but upon the 
greateft undertakings, aud at«iirfl feemed to ad- 
vance with equal expedition and intrepidity. 
On their coming within cannon fhor, the artil- 
lery filled them with fuch terror that they halt- 
ed for feme time ; but at length ruihed forward 
in a throng till they were near enough to ufe 
their flings and arrows, when they were a fe - 
cond time ftopt by the difcharge of the fire-arms 
and crofs-bows. But at length perceiving the 
daughter that was made among them by the 
Spaniards and Zempoallans, they burft upon them 
like a torrent, and broke their ranks by mere 
dint of weight and multitude: they, however, 
formed again by bearing down all that did not 
give way to their efforts. At \!fcA* Vo&asX "a- 
great Ji&urbance appeared amot^ Oftfe cnwn^ 
jrhbip troops niorcd to and fxo, »A VWK& ^*! 
G 3 « 



when the .reft were engag, 
who had 10,000 men urn 
earned an angry anfwer, 
by a challenge, the oth 
their friend's quarrel, an, 
Upon which XicotsncaJ, j 
doned by hit allies, and 

It » faid'that C*r/« loft 

on this occafion, however 

w»c very much difcoura 

wen pot into disorder, \ 

that they would not (aaifice 

obftfoscy, hot return by thei 

and leave him alone to folio 

ambition. This fpirft of 

ceffary for Cortes to aflembi 

«c pat them in mind that ti 

quiihed the Tlafcalans. whn 
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u ing inevitably loft," and this opinion was im- 
mediately aflented to by the whole army. 

Mean while the Tlafcalans were fo intimidated 
by the ill fucceft of the fecond battle, that they cried 
aloud for peace with the Grangers, whom they 
efteemed invincible. But the ienate concluding 
they were magicians, refolved to oppofe inchant- 
ment aeainft inchantment, and therefore con- 
sulted their wizards, who now pretended to have 
difcovered the caufe of their defeat, and af- 
ierted that the Spaniards were the offspring of 
the Sun, whence they derived a fuperior power 
from the warmth of his beams \ but that when 
he difappeared they remained weak and dif- 
pirited. Hence they propofed that they fhould 
be attacked by night, and utterly deftroyed be- 
fore they could be reanimated by the beams of 
their father. This abfurd piece of intelligence 
the fenate communicated to Xicotencal, with 
orders to execute it, and he immediately began 
to prepare for taking his meafurcs accordingly. 

Mean while Cortes took particular care to pre- 
serve the ftri&eft difcipline : centinels were con- 
ftantly polled at a diftance from the town. The 
guards were regularly mounted and relieved, 
and the foldiers refted upon their arms. Thefe 
precautions were of the utmoft confequence : 
for on the night deftined for the attack, the 
out- centinels difcovered a body of the enemy 
marching towards the town with unufual flow- 
nefs and filence, when notice being given of 
their approach, the foldiers manned the works 
without noife or confulion, and chearfully m&- 
ed to gire them a warm tcct^otu XuotencaX 

W 



.-.: - j :.-? rc:t were tne more icm, 
r :■■■.:■. been confident that they ft 
'"■.::..: .:'; '.wi'< and unprepared. 
.- ■< iVrf.b'e of the dckfion of 
?.:-.••: mi :eJ by rage he rerurned 
•.:-. :o the aflsult. His Indian* 
:•:-»*.- :? c! mb over the wai), and f 
/-!- rrr.e cr.e party fuccet ded, aj 
:', .-. : : L! at ie*g:h the general 
r-i«c;Ve to city hi? pi int, ord 
:• r<r :cz=i*J for a re:rcat. Co. 
•>:■:: \-?± ir.tai rearing frcm the 
-.-:;_: pa:: cf his infancry, and 
* . - .rri with brea£-pla:es full 
s % *-p? "-"* Ii^;sv t who were fo 
, *; ji' r:- *. mat they ?.:d in coi 
.-. crrf-ir-ole nusiSer cf dead, an 
v.* :r» :b*v were in t'o gre 
c: *(* r.".:5 r.aorv was cbsa 
,: ? *? r*r. u ire «-* a Z;m:zaH:, 
•■" *"- « .-- "-.-*r\?:r:m 
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Mean while a meflenger was fern to inform 
XkQtencal of the fenate's refolution ; but that 
general being exafperated againft the Spaniards* 
from whom he longed to retrieve his honour, 
abfolutely refofed to comply, and refolved to 
make a fecond aifiult by night; but in order 
to know the nature and ftrength of their forti- 
fications, he employed 40 foldiers to enter the 
Spanijb quarters among the neighbouring pea- 
fants, who reforted thither to exchange provi- 
iions for baubles. Thele fpies had fpent the 
greater! part of the morning among the Spa- 
niards unfufpecled, till a Zempoallan^ who had 
.observed one of them narrowly examinining the 
fortifications, communicated his fufpicion to 
Cortes, who jnftantly ordered him to be put to 
the torture, when he made a full confeflion, 
in confequence of which his comrades were 
apprehended, and the whole fcheme difcovered. 
The general then caufed fifteen of the mo(L 
obftinate of thefe fpies to be punifhed, fome by 
lefing a hand, and others their thumbs, and 
then difmiffed them to tell Xicotencal that he 
was prepared for his coming, and had fent his 
fpies alive that they might acquaint him with 
die fituation .of his works. 

At Ihis bloody fpeciacle .the Indian army 
was ft ruck with horror and aft omlh merit, and 
their meflage made a deep impreflion on the 
general's mind. He now began to think that 
the Spaniards could not have difcovered his 
defign without a fupernatural information : buc 
while he was reflecting on this fubjelt, b ft 
w^s accoired by feveral perform, te&vV) \&^ 
fcpate to divcik kim of }\is conucaaxvi, 
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j with their hands, and applie 

fy as a teflimony of humilit 

Marina appearing upon the 

what purpofc they were cor 

fwcring that they came frcr 

public of llafcala to treat of 

allowed to enter, and being i 

they apologized for what 

for peace, and earnestly intn 

to their city, where the 

ierved and refpe&ed as the • 

and the brothers of the God: 

treated them with an affe&e 

them, that confidering the 

taken to incur his difplea 

look upon their admiffion t 

xnark of his condefcenfion : 

was agreeable to his inclin 

endeavour to appeafe the an 
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CHAP. vir. 

Cortes receives an Embody from Mote&uma ; be 
makes his Enterance into Tlafcala ; after which 
Diego dc Ordaz vifits the Volcano tf/'Popoca te- 
pee. Cortes at length receives an EmbaJJyfrosn 
Mexico, awl marc be* to Cholula, ivbere.a Scheme 
is laid for his Deftru£lion t which is difcrvered 
by the Addrefs of Marina. He leaves Cholula ; 
baffles the treacherous Defigns of the Mexicans ; 
£s unfiled by the Cacique of Tezta:o, and ar- 
rives at that City 9 whence he marcher to l%~ 
tapalapa, 

AS Mottzuma had intell gence of every thing 
that pafled, he was greatly alarmed at 
Cortes's fuccefs againft the TJa/calans, appre- 
hending that mould they unite their forces, they 
might be able to overturn his whole Empire, 
Yet inftead of aflembling an army in his own 
defence, he font another prefent to Cortes 9 by 
Ambafladors who were ordered to divert him 
from his intended journey, to watch over his 
actions, and if poffible to prevent a reconcilia- 
tion between kirn and the Tlafcalans. Five 
Mexicans of the firft rank, who were charged 
with this embalTy, arrived in the Spani/b quar- 
ters, foon after the minifters of the republic 
had departed, and were favourably received by 
Cortes 9 who accepted of the prefent ; but would 
not difpatch them immediately, a& \\fc 'trot ta>- 
&*»** of luring them fee the TUjcalam \kwsl 
bkd: wad indeed they had no Vndtartita* ^ * 



noblemen of his party, who at 
the enfigns of peace. He wa< 
bove the middle itature, and 
nance that commanded refpe£ 
white mantle ado.ned with jev 
ed before Cortes with the free 
i He began his fpeech by fran' 

he was the caufe of the war, h 
that the Spaniards were fricn 
I whom he hated, but was now c 

] ft If into the hands cf his conq 

■ this fubmiflion to obtain pardon 

| and the return of peace ; he a 

I to enter the city, where quart* 

1 vided for his men, and defirci 

; tants might be well uftx), am 

i wives prote&ed from violence. 

] ed, in the hearing of the Me* 

j with fome vehemence, of th< 

j had carried on, granted the 
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lat he was fixed in his refolution to grant 

a peace, they de fired him to delay his 
1 to Tla/cala for fix days, promifing to 
two of their number to Mexico, to inform 
prince of that tranfaclion, who mould re- 
within that time, while the red would flay 
peel his refolution ; and as Cortes did not 

proper to break with Motexuma, he con- 
1 to this rcqueit. 

ithin the appointed time the ambafladors 
ned, accompanied by fix perfons of high 
, with a fplendid retinue, bearing another 
nt of greater value than the former, de- 
lg that Motezuma de fired to be the friend 
confederate of the great fovereign of the 
\ardty and would pay him an annual tribute, 
ided they would enter into no league with 
Ylafcalansj and lay afide their defign of 
ng to Mexico. 
it Cortes being refolved that thefe AmbafTa- 

fliould be witnefs of the peace withTZaA 

poftponed his anfwer, refolving to detain 
i as long as he could, to give Motezuma 
t& time to prepare for hofhlities, Thefe 
iffies fo greatly alarmed the Tlafcalans* 
the government came to a refolution to vi- 
rrtes in the form of a fenate, in order to 
ince him of their fincerity, and break off 
egociation with the Mexicans. They ac- 
ingly arrived in folemn proceflion, carried 
, the fhoulders of inferior officers, and fol- 
d by numerous attendants. Cortes received 
1 with his ufual flate and dvV&fcy* rcAvi- 
ieywere /eared, was addreffeA \s^ ^wt **- 
of XicQttncal, a blind old m%Xt<& *n*~ 
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icnce. fortes ailured him th. 
to Tlafcala, whenever the pe 
bouring villages were ready t 
#age and artillery. The n< 
tamines, or carriers, appean 
and having made the prope 
immediately began his march, 
filled with vaft multitudes of } 
to behold the fight, and made 
gefticulations, as were mifts 
niards for threats of war, till i 
cd by Marina, that in this m 
exprefled their joy at their fefi 
The Spaniards were receivei 
and nobles, at a confidcrable 
town, who, having paid the: 
general, turned about and 
The city at their entrance refou 
acclamations, and the difagreea 
horns, pipes, «and drums. T 
threat, thaf tho morA^^*-^ "->• 
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courts, and a great number of rooms ; in this 
building the whole army was conveniently lodg- 
ed, and there Motexumas Ambaftkdors wcrefe- 
cure under the protection of the Spaniards*. \ 

As Cortes knew the warlike character of the 
people among whom he lived, he obfervcd the 
utmoft circamfpection ; a guard was regularly 
kept in his quarters ; he never appeared abroad, 
without a number of attendants well armed, 
and the foldiers never appeared but in compa- 
nies, with their fire-arms on their ihoulders. 
Thefe marks of diftruft greatly mortified the 
Tlafcalans, and Magi/catxin being fent by the 
fcnate to complain of it to Cortes, obfervcd, 
that his foldiers by appearing in the city with 
lightning on their ihoulders, gave more offence, 
by fuch a mark of fufpicion than they would 
do by committing real acts of violence. Cortct 
allured him, that he was well convinced of the 
(incerity and good will of the republic, and 
that his foldiers appearing in arms, was one of 
the effects of that difcipline which had rendered 
the Spaniards invincible. With this reply 
die fenate were fatisfied, and the Spaniards 
received daily proofs of the fidelity and friend- 
fhip of their new allies. They were entertain- 
ed with plenty of provifions, and prefents were 
poured in upon them from all quarters. Not- 
withftanding which, Cortes 9 s zeal made him re- 
folve to deflroy all their idols ; but it foon was 
moderated by the charity of father de Oumdo 9 
who told him that perfecution but ill agreed 
with the doctrines of the gofpcl, axt&taaX'ta&L 
conrer£on required time and geitt\cufogi.\\aw - 
ever he prevailed with the tf I&i jcalani v* **& 
H 2 *" 
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of Tlafcala having (worn allegi 
of Spain , Cortes difmifled the I 
dors, whom he defired to inf 
what had paffed in their prefei 
citations and fidelity of the 
whom he had now fuch in flue n 
ed in time to bring them under 
the Emperor of Mexico, and o 
to continue his march, in orde: 
their prince on that, as well as 
tant fubjecls. 

While Cortes Hill continued at 
ing homage in the name of Cha\ 
dilferent towns and confederat< 
lie, the inhabitants were alarmc 
ing irruption of fire from the V 
catepec, an high mountain at ei 
tance from the city, which filled 
terror and confternation ; for t 
imagined it to be a preface of futi 
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fuch a dangerous enterprise, and obferved, that 
the bold eft men of their nation had 1 never ven- 
tured beyond Tome hermitages of their Gods, 
about the middle of the eminence, and that 
dreadful roarings and tremblings forbad all ap- 
proach tp its fummit. This account increafed 
the eagernefs of Diego de Ordax, and Cortes grant- 
ed his reque'ft, in order to afford the Tla/calans 
a frefh proof of the fuperior courage of the 
Spaniards, 

Ordaz therefore fet out on this expedition at- 
tended by two foldiers, and fome of the princi- 
pal Indians, who offered to attend him as far as 

„ the hermitages. He found the bottom of the 
mountain beautified on all fides with green trees, 
which extended a confiderable way up the afcent. 
The earth then grew barren by degrees. The 
Indians flopped at their hermitages, to which they 
never expe&ed to fee the Spaniards return, and 
Diego de Qrdaz, with his companions, proceeded, 
climbing among the rocks, which were whitened 
by fnow and theafhes difcharged from the Volca- 
no, and at length reached a place at a fmall diflance 
from the fummit, where they felt the earth move 
violently under them, and heard a dreadful roaring 
iflue from the mouth of the Volcano, which with 
redoubled noife difcharged a vaft quantity of fire 
and fmoke, that darted upwards to a great height. 
The Spniards were inftantly covered with a fhower 
of hot afhes, which obliged them to feek for 
fhelter in the hollow of a rock, where they were 
aim oft fritted. Diego de Ordax however perceiv- 
ing that the earthquake was paffe&, tv&&rcsa^&. 
the foldiers, by his example, to ^tofefcate ^& 

difcovezy, till they came \/\x!^ b&x * ^ 
Pi «* 



j tumiiunenc or the Mians, w 

Spaniards was increafcd by thi 

afterwards proved of fignal 

S*z found a large quantit 

■ < . the mountain, of which Can 

der, when it was much wante 

i i f ort / s having continued tw< 

J -M £. I ? ann Z which he was en 

i i poflible marks of refpeft, dec 

i i tion of proceeding for CMula, 

oppofcd by the rUfcalans, wh 

ttrengthenfome arguments tha 

Wgcd by the Zempoallans, by dc 

Wf was a facred place, in whic 

pies, and fuch malevolent Goc 

nfied the world with prodigies 

not, therefore, to enter their ter 

an afTurance of their being pro; 

bout this time new Ambaffedc 

Mottzima, bringing another pr. 



fry HERNANDO CORTES. 79 
of his fincerity, that whether thid fufpicion was 
well or ill founded, it would not be proper to 
difclofe it, and that it would be equally dan- 
gerous to leave enemies behind them. Whence 
it was necefTary for them to go to Cbolula to dis- 
cover Motezuma's intentions, and to obtain new 
reputation by chaftizing his fubje&s for their 
perfidy. 

Indeed Motezuma being terrified at the victo- 
ries of the Spaniards, and aihamed of employing 
his armies againft fuch an handful of men, had 
actually refoived to deftroy them by artifice, and 
had chofen Ckolula Tor that purpofe. Yet the 
inhabitants of that city were fuch novices in dif- 
fi raulation, that they neglected (ending deputies 
to Cortes, who therefore complained to the 
Mtxicmn Ainbafladors of thi3 mark of difrefpedt, 
and even when they were informed of his difplea- 
fure, they fent fdur perfons with fuch mean equi- 
page, that he refuted to admit them into his pre- 
fence. Corns on the day of his departure, drew up 
the Spaniards and the Zompoalla* auxiliaries, and 
was much furprized to find the whole force of 
the republic and her allies ready in the field, dif- 
tinguiihed by the colour of their feathers, and 
their different enfigns ; but Cortes infifted upon 
taking only 6000 of the republic's troops, with 
which he began his march to Cbolula. That city 
was about five leagues diftant from Tlafcala, and 
the (arae evening he halted near a river, within 
3 mites of the place, which he was unwilling to- 
enter by night. He was there vifited by depu- 
ties from die city of diftinguifhed ra*k v N*ko 
brought sl prefcnt of provificms, «a& exsaSra^ 
themfdves tor not waiting upon Ynxa axTWJcaXa, 

c 



^ "aciques and i'neits, attended by am 
<^f* unarmed people, who had the appea 
Ixing filled with reverence and joy ; 1 
no iboner perceived the body ot 1'l.jcal 
marched in the rear, than a difagreeab 
mur was heard among the chiefs; upo 
Marina was ordered to aflt the reafon of i 
ihe returned with an anfwer, that the T, 
being their enemies, could not enter the 
arm?, wherefore they earneflly intreat< 
he would order them to return. Cortes 
concerted at this demand, he however 
the Tlafcalans to lie without the city, t 
they agreed, and they took up their lodj 
a place from which they might eafily < 
the afiiftance of the Spaniards, in cafe o 
iky. In fhert, Cortes entered Cholula an 
acclamations of the people, and with 
marks of refpedt (hewn to the Spaniards 
entrance into Hlafcala. 

r Vhf rifv nf (^Urh'lrt (\nnrl in an />«*»« 
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ef their temples. It contained 20,000 inhabi- 
tants within the walls, and an equal number in 
the fuburbs ; but as they chiefly confifted in me- 
chanics and merchants, they were efteemed more 
cunning than warlike. The quarters appointed 
for the Spaniards were three or four large edi- 
fices, 'contiguous to each other, and fufficient to 
contain both the Spaniards and the Zempoallans. 
The Tlafcalans chofe a place at a fmall diftance 
from the town, which they fecured with fome 
works, formed guards, and placed centinels, in 
imitation of their European friends, from whom 
they had obtained fome knowledge in the art of 
war. 

In the firfl three or four days, there was the 
greateit appearance of tranquility and friendfhip, 
but after that time provisions grew gradually 
fcarce, and an intire flop was put to the enter- 
tainments of the Caciques. The priefts and 
flfotezuma's Ambafladors held private conferences, 
and the people began to look upon the Spaniards 
with an air of fcorn and diitafte. This naturajly 
awakened the jealoufy of the latter, and Cortes was 
endeavouring to penetrate into the intentions of 
the Cfrolulansy when the whole defign wasvacci- 
dentally difcovered. Marina had contracted a 
friendfhip with an old Indian woman of diflinc- 
tion, who coming one morning to her apartment, 
begged, with great eamednefs, that (he would 
immediately forfake thofe abominable Grangers, 
and live with her. Marina perceiving that there 
was ibme thing extraordinary in this requeft, be- 
moaned her captivity, and acted her part fo welU 
'that phe CJbolutan believing hex favcw, \s\^\«x 
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that there was m* time to be loll, for th< 
ttrdi were devoted to deiTru&ion ; that JWtf. 
bad fent 20,000 M exit am to fee a re the fuc< 
the defign, of which 6000 chofefl men li 
ready eDtered the city in fmall parties \ 
^reat quantity of arms wa5 diftribnted * 
the inhabitants, who had carried Itones 
the tops of their houfes, and cut deep trt 
acrofa the flreet^, in which were Axed 
rUkcs, which were ftightly covered with 
fcj- the deftru&ion of the horfa ; that ^h 
peror of Mexko had refolved to extirmim 
the Chriftiaas; bat had gi^en orders that 
of them fhould be taken alive, to fatisfy h 
riofity and zeal for religion, and that h 
made the city of ChdLla a prefent of a 
drum to exeke their courage* Meritm* o 

iTimnrr fliii: inl>>llim>nrp nrf ¥—r\A&t\ (-hut in 
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with them feparately, complained of their trea- 
chery, and mentioned all the particulars of thefr 
ckfign. When believing that he was indued 
with the power of penetrating into the thoughts 
of men, they acknowledged the truth, and 
charged M$tezuma with being the author of the 
whole contrivance. Thefe priefts were then fc- 
cretly imprifoned, and Motexwnds Ambafladors 
excluded from all communication with the peo- 
ple. Cortes ordering his captains to aiTemble, 
laid before them the whole confpiracy, and pro- 
pofed a fcheme for punifhing the Cbatulans, to 
which they unanimoufly con/ented. Agreeably 
to this plan, he let the magiftrates know that he 
fhould depart the next day ; demanded provi- 
fions for his march, Indians to carry his bur- 
dens, and with a view of difuniting their for- 
ces, required a reinforcement of 2000 armed 
raen to join the Flafcalam and Zemfoallans, 
which they chearfully granted, in order to intro- 
duce concealed enemies among his troops, whom 
they could ufe as occafion mould offer. The 
T7a/calam were then ordered to draw near the 
city at day-break, and to enter the town and 
join the Spaniards and Zempoallam at the firlt 
difcharge of the fire-arms. At night having fe- 
cured the quarters with guards and centinels, he 
font for Mote%tma*s Ambafladors, and told them 
that he had difcovered a confpiracy formed: a- 
gatnft him by the Cacique? and citizens of Cbo- 
/uit, whom he was refblved to puntfh, not only 
for their perfidious breach of hoipitaKty, but 
for their pretending that they had recefcred or- 
ders and */5#ance front Mofwamia^ m^to^ 
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was not fo much provoked at their t 
intentions towards him, as at their pn 
lay their crime to the charge of the cm j 
AmbaiTadors appeared overwhelmed \ 
and con Allien, pretended to be ignoi 
confpiracy, and endeavoured to fave J 
credit, while Cortes rejoiced at this O; 
of defeating the arts of the Mexican p 
at the fame time raiting the reputati 
arms. 

Early in the morning came the cai 
fomc provifions, though in a finally 
afterwards a greater number of arm' 
than Carle s had demanded. Thefe he 
feveral parts of his quarters, on pi 
forming his battalions in the ufua' 
Then putting his men in order, and 



i_.. r-^*. r„- *».- o-„:„ 
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in order that the horie might efcape the danger. 
In the mean time the Cholulans called in the Mexi- 
cans, and entering a large fqoare in which were 
three temples, polled a number of men in the 
porches, and tops of the towers, while the reft 
were divided into feveral bodies to engage the 
Spaniards. Juft as Cortes'' s troops entered this 
fqoare, and the charge was given, the T/aJca- 
lans clofed with the enemies rear, and threw 
them into fuch diforder, thajt they neither knew 
how to fly nor tjo defend themfelves, fo that they 
fell in heaps wTthoat refiftance. The terraces 
and fteps of the temples were fo croud ed with 
armed men, that they could fcarce turn them- 
felves, or find room to fix their arrows ; when 
Cortes advancing to the largeft temple, com- 
manded his interpreters to proclaim a pardon and 
free pauage to all who would come down and 
furrender themfelves ; but this prefer, though 
twice repeated, being rejected by all but one 
Indian* he caufed the artillery to play upon the 
temples, fo that great numbers perifhed in 
their ruins-. And all the other temples be* 
ing deftroyed in the fame manner, there were 
above fix thoufand of the natives and Mexi- 
cans {lain. The Tlafcalans having piljaged the 
town, Cortes afligned them lodgings without the 
city, and then retired to his own quarters, where 
ordering the principal perfons of the town who 
had been taken prifoners, together with the priefts 
and Indian woman, whom he had kept confined, 
to be brought before him, he expreffed his con- 
cern at their having obliged him to vcA\&.fa 
fevere a punifhrnent upon the ciVj, Yck&&\ak *• 
general pardon, and defircd til* Ca&oflfc* xa ^ 
Vol. 11. x ^ \ya 
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back the fugitives. The AmbaiTfidors congra- 
tulated Cortes on his fuccefs* and the citizens be* 
ing encouraged by hU afters of peace, returned 
t<> their houfes, ami opened their (hops, fo that 
the tumult immediately fubfided. 

The day after thq action, Xksttncal arrived at 
the head of sc t ooo men, whkfi the Tlqfc&jaw 
had fenr to the affiltance of the Spaniards - r but 
Cartas having; ret urn cd them his acknowledg- 
ments* informed their general, that he would 
foon he a in his march to Wf«, and that it 
would be improper to ex&fperate Mafexumay by 
bringing mch a number of hit declared enemte* 
i n to h i a d o m i n i o n s : wh en Xmte ncaln. ck no vA erf g- 
ir^ tlit* jultice of this obfervation, prornifed to 
retire, arrd to keep the troops in readinefs, in cafe 
he fhould have occafion for them. But before 
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chaitizing thofe traitors ; but font him a prefent 
of great value, by which means he thought to 
lead the Spaniards into a blind fecurity, that 
they might the eaficr fall into a fnare he had 
prepared for them. 
Cortes having ftatd fourteen days at Cbolula, 

Coceeded towards Mexico, and the farit night 
Iged in a village, to which the chiefs of the 
neighbouring towns repaired with prcfents. 
Prom them Cortes heard the fame complaints of 
MoieKuma as in the- more did ant provinces, and 
was informed thaj the Mexicans had placed a 
confiderable ambufcade on the other fide of a 
mountain he was to pafs the next day ; that they 
had flopped up the high road, and opened ano- 
ther which ended in precipices, and that the Spa- 
m/b fumy when perplexed with difficulties, was 
to be fuddenly charged, where their ho. Jes could 
be of no feme?, and the foot have no room to 
farm. Cortes, though highly incenfed at this 
piece of treachery, ilifled his rcfentment, and 
the next day profecuted his march over a very 
craggy mountain, adjoining to the VaLano* pro- 
ceeding with great caution. When he had reached 
the top, he perceived the two roads which had 
been described to him, and turning with great 
compofure to the Mexican Ambafladors, he afked 
the reafon why one of them was blocked up with 
trees and (tones, and the other but newly made. 
To which they anfwered, that the new road was 
levelled for his convenience, and the other flop- 
ped up, on account of its being more ileep and 
difficult. Cortes reply'd, " You axe Y>\tf. Yvx&fc 
•• acquainted with the genius of out nauoxv,^ 
" we will march in this roid for no otV^T x^- 
I 2 " ^r 
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" fon than its difHculty. ,, He then defired hi 
Indian friends to march before, and remove th< 
obftacles to his paflage, which to the amazemen 
of the Ambafladors was foon done, for they nc 
vcr dreamt that he fufpe&ed their defign. Who 
the Indians in ambufcade, obferving that the Sfa 
viarJ.s marched in the royal road, concluded tha 
they were difcovered, and began to retire in grej 
diforder, while Cortes defcended, without oppo 
fition, into the plain, and palled the night i 
fome houfes built for the reception of the Mixi 
can merchants, who reforted to the fairs of Chi 
lulu. 

In the mean time Motezuma being difpirite 
by thefe difappointments, grew daily more an 
more devout ; reforted to the temples ; increafe 
the number of human facrifices, and at lengt 
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*< women and children who cannot defend them- 
«' felves." From this moment he began to pre- 
pare for the entertainment of the Spaniards. All 
the difcourfe of Mexico turned upon their afto- 
nifhing actions, and the prodigies by which their 
coming had been foretold, and thefe topics of 
converfation produced a prepofleffion that was 
abfolutely neceflary to enable fuch an handful of . 
men to penetrate to the very court of fuch a pow- 
crfurPrince. 

Cortes have pafled the mountain, advanced the 
following day to a village in the jurifdiction of 
Chako<> where he was vifited by the principal 
Cacique of the province, and others in that 
neighbourhood, who brought him provifions and 
other prefents, and when unobferved by the Mex- 
ican AmbaiTadors, complained of Motezuma's ty- 
ranny, the weight of their taxes, and his taking 
their women to gratify his luft, and that of his 
minifters, by which means the wife found no 
protection in the bed of her hufband, nor the 
daughter in the arms of her mother J 

The next day Cortes purfued his march four 
leagues thro' a delightful country, adorned with 
groves and beautiful gardens, till he arrived at 
a village built on a creek of the great lake, 
where he chofe to take up his lodging. Thither 
the Mexicans retorted with their arms and mili- 
tary ornaments, in fuch numbers as raifed Ccrtes 9 s 
fufpicions : when in order to keep them at a pro- 
per diftance, he caufed fome fire-arms and pieces 
of artillery to be fired in the air, at which they 
werefo terrified, that theyhaftily retired.. How- 
tver he 'wzs yiiited in tne mottiwv^^ w*. <& 
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Mtf/m/Wj-flephews, who was Lord of Textual 
he was a young man* had an agreeable perTon* 
and was carried on the Ihouiders of fame of Hi 
fervants, in a chair adorned with a variety of 
feathers curio ufly di verified., He no fooner a* 
lighted, than his fervants went before to J weep 
ihe groimd, and keep back the people on each 
fide. Cortes going to the door of hb apartmc&f 
received him with a low bow, which the Prince 
returned by touching the earthy and then bis 
lips with his right hand, which falutation being 
pafied, he fat down, and with an eafy air wei* 
corned him and all his Captains; fpoke of Mote* 
scjtma*j amicable difpofirion, and mentioned thtf 
difficulties that oppoled bis going to Mexico* on 
account ot that year's barren neis, by which ths 
people were much di lire fled, fo that Uraugen 
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ferior to Mexico itfelf. It extended along the 
banks of a fpacioue lake, at the beginning of the 
Mexican caufeway. The houfes were very beau- 
tiful and the ftreets regular, and what was (till 
more extraordinary, frefh water was brought in 
pipes to every houfe. Cortes purfued his march 
over the caufeway, which wa6 twenty feet broad, 
and cornpofed of Hone, and in the midway came 
to another town of about 2000 houfes, called 
QuitJavaca, which was founded in the water, 
whence it afterwards obtained the name of Fene- 
xucla or Link Venice. Here the Cacique, at- 
tended by a fplendid retinue, came out to meet 
him, and prefled him to honour his city with 
fpending the night there. To which he thought 
proper to confent ; for he began to fufpeft that 
the Mexicans might break the caufeway, or ob- 
drud his march by taking away the bridges. 
From this place the Spaniards had a view of the 
greateft part of the lake, which was beautified 
with towns, adorned with towers and pinnacles, 
gardens and caufeways, that feemed to float up- 
on the water. The battlements of the houfes 
were fitted with people; multitudes of Indians 
approached in their canoes to behold the Spani- 
ards , and the whole formed a profpeel that was 
at once new and extremely noble. In this city, 
they were entertained with a politenefs thatfhew- 
ed its neighbourhood to the court. 

About break of day the next moraine, the 
Spaniards formed themfelves upon the caufeway, 
which was there wide enough to allow eight 
horfes to march in front, and the whole ara^* 
which eouffled of 450 Spaniard^ axA trax* \n- 
aitaa allies, proceeded on tifcdr xaaxOk xo I*.ta- 
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falapg) a city built in a moft delightful, and 
commodious fit nation, part of it upon the lake, 
and the other part on the fhore. It confifted of 
10,000 houfes of two or three flories high. The 
Lord of this city, accompanied by the Princes of 
two other towns bordering upon the lake, came 
out to meet Certe* with three fepnrate prefertts 
of gold, fowls, fruit, and other provifions. The 
Spaniard* entered the city amidil the loud accli- 
mations of the people ; lodgings were prepared 
for them in the prince's own palace, which was 
a large and well-built edifice, with may apart- 
ments both above and below ft airs, among which 
were fever al chambers with flat roofs or cedar, 
furnifhed with cotton hangings, curioutlv paint- 
ed ; Here were many conduits of excellent water, 
conveyed by aquedutts from the neighbouring 
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CHAP. VML 

Corters enters Mexico, where be is met by Mote- 
zuma, who comes in great State to welcome him 
to the City ; afterwards confers with him at his 
Quarters, and grants bim an Audience in the royal 
Palace. A defcription of the City of Mexico, 
tvith an Account of the Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Power of the Emperor, and the Religion and Po- 
licy of the Mexican Government. 

EARLY in the morning the Spaniards left 
the city of Iztacpalapa, and beginning their 
march in their accullomed order, foon difcovered 
the great city of Mexico, diftiiiguimed above the 
reft by the height of its towers, and the gran- 
deur and multiplicity of its buildings. On their 
having marched about half way, they were met 
by a body of about 4000 nobles and officers of 
the city, who came out to meet them, and hav- 
in paid their obedience, turned about and ad* 
vanced before the troops.- At a fmall diftance 
from Mexico, the caufeway was crofled by a bul- 
wark of ftone, where the entrace into the city 
was fecured by gates, a draw-bridge, and a fecond 
fortification. The nobles had no fooner pafled 
on the other fide of the bridge, than they fell 
back on each fide, and made a lane for the army 
to pais through, when there appeared a fpacious 
ftreer, the houfes of which were uniformly built, 
and the windows and batttamsTrts %KkA n&Csw 
jbcQators ; though no body <*m fe^ ^S&cw 
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through the ftrects; for Molexuma had given Of* 
tiers for their being cleared as he had him/elf re- 
folded, to fhew C&rtts an extraordinary mark of 
Favour by 1m coming om to nieet him* 

Scarce had xhz Spaniards entered the city, -when 
they perceived tlie firf! troop of the royal r#lj- 
nuc* which coniiiled of 200 noblemen of ffyp* 
smmas lioulhohl, uniformly adorned with fea- 
thers, who approached in two hies with their 
eyes fixed on the ground, obicrving the ftrieieU 
filence ; but on their approaching, die Spaniard* 
fell back on each fide. Then appeared at a 
considerable diftance a larger company more rich- 
ly adorned, in the mid it of whom was Mete- 
sztma in a chariot of burnifhed gold, furronndeji 
with beautify! formers, and carried on the 
ftioulders of his favourites, while four per- 
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hair reached a little below his ears ; but his look, 
though thoughtful, was majeflic : he wore on 
his head a kind of golden mitre ; a mantle of 
fine cotton covered with gold, pearls, and pre- 
cious ftones, was carelefsly tied on his fhoulders; 
and his (hoes, which refemblcd the fandals of 
the Romans, confiftcd of a gold folc bound to his 
foot, with ftudded ft raps that came round a part 
of his leg. 

Cortes, on feeing him, alighted, haftily ad- 
vanced, and made a profound reverence, which 
Motezuma, returned in the manner of his coun- 
try, by touching the ground with his hand and 
kiffin? it, at which the Mexicans were greatly 
aftonimed, iince they had never fcen any of their 
Emperors give fuch an inftance of condefcenfion. 
Cortes wore about his neck a chain of glafs, cu- 
riotrfly fet in imitation of diamonds and emeralds, 
which he had referved as a prefent for his firft 
audience, and coming up clofe to the Emperor, 
he threw it about his neck. The Princes who 
fupported him, (hewed fbme emotion, and inter- 
pofed to prevent Carta, fignifying that it was un- 
lawful to approach fo near : but they were re- 
primanded by Motezuma, who bowed his head 
to (hew that he accepted the prefent, and which 
he returned by putting upon Cortes 9 s neck a rich 
ornament of crimfon (hells, joined together with 
great art, at each of which hung four crabs of 
gold of excellent workmanfhip. Cortes then 
made a fhort fpeech, which being anfwered by 
Motuxuma, he ordered one of his fuonortets ta 
conduct the /hanger to his \o6^\t\^, *\A ^B&rsl 
leaning on the other went to Ya* Ok&l «c& ^~ 
vrned to the palace. 



thick Hone walls, was naimeu wun 
many of the chambers were furnifr 
ton hangings, and feather-work o 
lours. The chairs were formed 
pieces of wood, and the bedfteads 
like pavilions, the beds themfelves 
mats, and the bolfters of the farm 
Cortes entered thefe lodgings a little 
at noon, and had no fooner diiiribul 
and placed his artillery before the • 
found a fplendid banquet preparec 
and his officers, and great plenty 
drefled for the (bldiers, with many 
immediately waited upon them in 
found filence. 

In the evening Cortes was vifited 
who came in the fame Hate as before 
the principal fquare to meet him, i 
ing a profound reverence, entered 
with Matexumn, who took htt fea 
** • -/i.. «„,j rvt.^Af*H a chair 
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" my riches immenfe ; that my palaces are covered 
" with gold, and that the earth groans beneath 
" the weight of my treafure.Upon other occafions, 
" you have heard that I am a tyrant,infolent,cruei, 
«"' and unjuft : but you have been impofed upon 
•' by both reprefentations : this arm of flefli and 
•« blood (hews that I am mortal, and thefe walls 
'* and roofs demonftrate that my palaces are not 
'* covered with gold, and from thefe inftances, 
*« you may conclude that the account of my 
" vices is alfo exggerated, by the malice of my 
*' enemies. We have alfo received various ac- 
" counts of you ; fome have affirmed that you 
" are Gods who grafp the thunder, command 
" the elements, and compel the beafts of the fo- 
* c reft to obey your directions. You have been 
*' reprefented by others as proud, vindictive, 
" voluptuous, and tranfported with an infatiable 
" thirft after the gold which our country pro- 
" duces. Yet I now fee that I have been alike 
«« deceived by thefe different accounts. You 
" are made" like other men, and only diftin- 
" gui(hed from us, by the peculiarities of your 
" own country. The beafts that fo readily obey 
" you, are large deer trained up to difcipline. 
" Your Arms that produced lightning, I con- 
" ceive to be barrels of metal, and their effect 
" like that of our farbacans, proceeds from air 
" comprefled and ftriving for vent, and as to 
" the fire, noife, and fmoke, they furely are 
" owing to enchantment. In a word, we be- 
«« lieve that the great Prince to whom you pay 
" obedience, is a defcendant of <^e%afcoaL>\iK& 
44 of ike (even caves ofrfte Na<uatlaques* «A. 
44 lawful fovereign of the feveti TttXtfycvs^ 
Vol. II. j^ " ^? 
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** gave rife to the Mexican Em 

** the tradition of many ages, 

" he left thefe countries to com 
" in the raft, with a pronnfe £ 

** time his defendants fhould n 

** del our laws, and reform t 

** We have therefore already i 

44 every thing (hall be done tor 

di Prince who is the offspring 

** ftrious progenitor." To this 
plied to the following purpose : 

11 is true, Sir, heard very opp< 

** ymir chara&er, which fomc 

Mt and oihcis have vil lifted ; bul 
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nnce you that you have departed from the 
•vorfhip of the true God, to pay your adora- 
-ation to infenfible pieces of wood, carved 
3ut by your own hands, to whom you inhu- 
manly faciifice your fellow creatures. ,, He 
de ufe of other arguments to induce Moteztt- 
to renounce his idolatry, and having ended 
fpcech, the Emperor arofe, faying, " I ac- 
:ept the friendihip and confederacy of the 
great defcendant of Quezalcoal, but all Gods 
arc good, and yours may be fb without of- 
fence to mine. In the mean rime repofe your- 
Pelves, you are in your own ho ufe, where 
ou ihall be punctually ferved with all pofli- 
Je refpecV He then gave orders for fome 
xicans without to bring in a pre&nt that he 
igned for Cortes, and which was a very valu- 
eone, confining ofpiecesof gold,cotton-robes> 
1 other curiofitics, and at the fame time, with 
air of chearful generosity, he deflributed ibme 
'els among the Spaniards who were prefent. / 
The next day Cortes demanded an audience, 
ich was immediately granted, he therefore 
fled himfelf in his gayefl apparel, without 
tting his arms, and fet out for the palace with 
an Velafquex de Leon, Diego de Ordaz, Pedro 
Alverado, and fix or feven favourite foldiers. 
e ftreets were crouded with vail multitudes 
people ; who made way to let them pafs, often 
mouncing amidft their accamations the word 
de or God, with which the Spaniards were 
afed, from the opinion that this extraordinary 
leration would contribute to their fuccefs. At 
le di/huice appeared Motexumc? s ^ass.^ -*. 
digioas pile of buildup ^YaOk Vaii fcosv 
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gates that opened to as many different ftr 
The principal front took up one fide of a 
clous Iquare, and was of red, white, and h 
jafper, beautifully polifhed, and in a large fl 
over the gate, was reprefentcd M^ts^umas a 
a griftm with its wings extended, holding ; 
ger in its talons- When the Spaniards 
p roach ed this entrance, the Mexicans who 
companied C cries, walked up to one fide c 
then retiring, formed afemicirde that they n 
enter two a-breaft ; for it was elteemed in 
rent to enter the royal palace in a crowd- J 
their having pailed three fquares, they rca 
MQttzumtfs apartments, which they admire' 
their large nefs and furniture. The walls 
covered with cotton hangings, interwoven 
the furs of rabbits, and theinnermoft rooms 
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Ing forwards with a low bow, the Emperor laid 
his hands upon his (houlders, gave the reft of the 
Spaniards a fmile, and then feating himfclf, de- 
fired thern to fit, and entered into converfation 
with great freedom ; afked feveral queftions, re- 
lating to the manners and politics of the eaftern 
countries, and made very judicious remarks upon 
the anfwers of Cortes, He then mentioned, how 
much the Mexicans were obliged to the defen- 
dants of their firft King, and feemed to rejoice 
in having the prophecy fulfilled in his reign. 
Cortes turned the difcourfe upon religion, and 
particularly exclaimed againft human facrifices 
with fuch warmth, that Motezuma from that day 
banifhed dimes of human flefh from his table, 
though he maintained, that there was no cruelty 
in offering to the Gods the prifoners of war, who 
were already condemned to death. 

Some days after this interview, Motezuma, 
who was ftill very fond of his own religion, con- 
dueled Cortes and fome of his principal officers, 
with father Bartholomew, to the chief temple, in 
order to let them fee its magnificence ; but before 
they we admitted, he cautioned them to behave 
with decency* The gates of this fpacious edi- 
fice being opened, he himfelf explained the par- 
ticulars of their worftrip with fuch folemnky, 
as excited the laughter of the Spaniards, whofe 
rudenefs upon this occafion is not excufable. 
Cortes being here tranfported by a ridiculous and 
anreafonabte zeal, cried to Motezuma, " Allow 
" me, Sir, to fac the Crof* of Chrift, before 
* € thejfe images of the DeyW, axA ^o\k ^fi& Vss^ 
*' whether uiey deferve adot^uoxv ox c&tflrew^ 
*>& Mctexuma and the pmfca wtfc «&*¥?& 



inw luiicrcu you 10 proceed io far." 
withiiar.ding his zeal for his religion, 
far from thinking of tyrannizing ove 
fjiences of the Spaniards, that he orde 
men to be fent to afiilt them in fitting 
pel, in which both he and his chiefs 
quently prefent when mafs was perforc 

It may here be proper to give a moi 
Jar defcription of the city of Mexico, \ 
divided into two parts, one, where th 
fort reiided, was called Tlateluko, while 
approbated to the court and the nob: 
the name of Mexico, which from th 
given to the whole city, that contains 
families. This capital ftood in a fpaci 
ei compafTcd by high rocks and mounts 
which many rivulets falling down into 
formed feveral lakes, among which tl 
two that extended about 30 leagues in 
fcrenee, and were furrcunded fcy lift 

Tht 'fft lnl'P« Viarl » 
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joined to the main-land by three noble caufeways. 
The ftrcets were ftraight and large, and had 
a great number of canals for the convenience 
ot water-carriage, in barks and canoes of dif- 
ferent fizes ; above 50,000 of which belonged 
to the city. All the public edifices, and houfes 
of the nobility were built of flone, and though 
the dwellings of the common people were mea- 
ner, and more irregular, they, as well as the 
others, were laid out in fuch a manner, as to 
form (everal courts, in which their merchan- 
dize was expofed to fale. In the fquare of Tfa- 
ululco % fairs were kept on certain days of the 
year, and though this was one of the largeft 
fquare 3 in the world, it was on fuch occafions 
entirely filled with tents, covered with coarfe 
cotton cloath, that afforded fhclter both from 
the fun and rain. They here fold by barter, 
jewels, gold chains, various utenfils made of 
filver, paintings, beautiful landfkips made by a 
curious arangement of feathers, different forts 
of cloth, drinking cups of a kind of porcelaine, 
fruit, fifh and all kinds of provifions ; either 
maize or cacaos ferved as money for things of 
finall value. Here a houfe was appointed for 
the judges of commerce, who decided all the 
difputes that axofe among the merchants, and 
even employed inferior officers to maintain jufticc 
and good order iq the fair. 

Their temples, as has been already obferved, 
were fpacious and magnificent, particularly 
that dedicated to Vit%UputKU, their God of war, 
their fuprexne deity. A vja\l o£ Vswa. tout 
on which was cut wreaths ot fer£«to* Vmkwqs^- 
d g large fquare?, aad though xixa \no\fe* * ^ 
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pricils and their fervants were created round the 
mfitle of this wall, there was left room fuft- 
cient for i o*oco perfoos to dance upon their 
folemn feftivals. On each fide of the wall was 
a gate, over which flood four ftataes of ftone, 
reprefenting feme interior deities, to w!ram the 
people paid reverence as they entered. At i 
imall distance from the principal gate was a 
place of worth ip flat oti the top, the four fides 
of which were cncompafled by trunks of trees 
with holes bored in them at equal di fiance 5, 
through vrhieh pafled fevcral bars run through 
the heads of men wbo had been facrificed, la 
the centre of the fquare flood a lofty (lone 
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lie view : on the head of the God wai an hel- 
met compofed of plumes, in the form of a bird, 
with a bill and creft of burnifhed gold. The 
countenance of this deity was horrible, his fore- 
head and nofe being fwathed with blue bands ; 
in his right hand he held a curling- ferpent, and 
in the other, four arrows and a fhicld, with 
five white plumes placed in the form of a crofs. 
On the left hand was another of the fame 
iize and form, for the idol TIalock, the fujv 
pofed brother of that already defer; bod, and 
equally revered by the Mexicans. The orna- 
ments of thefe chapels were of incftimable va- 
lue. The city of Mexico had eight temples 
built nearly in the feme manner; but thofe of 
a fmaller fize, dedicated to different idols a- 
mounted to 2000, 

Motezuma had, befides the palace in which 
he kept his court, feveral magnificent pleafure- 
houfes, one of which was a noble building 
fupported by pillars of jafper. In this edifice 
he had an aviary of thofe birds that are moll 
remarkable on account of their finging or fea- 
thers, and thefe were fo numerous, that 300 
men were laid to be employed in attending 
di:m. At a fmajl diftance was another very 
large edifice, where Motezuma 1 fowlers refidcd 
and took care of his birds of prey, among 
which werefome bred to the game, like our 
hawks, and in the fame place were eagles of 
an extraordinary fize, and extremely voracious. 
In the fecond fquare of this laft building werp 
kept the wild beafts, as lions, tigers, taai* *xA. 
Mtxican bulls, which are remax\wta\>} S\a.w 
#nd faong, and over their dews vj^s *. \ < w 

*1 
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apartment, where buffoons and monitors wcr* 
kept for the Emperor's diverfkm. 

Jn Rfotmuma** armories a great number of 
workmen were employed in making flmfb for 
arrows, grinding flints fur the points, and In 
forming all kinds of otienfive and defenfiu 
weapons, In another building the arm? weir 
depofited in great order; thefe confi fleet of 
two-handed fwords edged with flint, darts, jave- 
lins, bows, arrows, and quivers, head- piece!), 
breaft -plates, quilted jackets, atid others maJe 
of impenetrable (kins to cover the whole body, 
which tbty earned rolled up on their left fhou)- 
dersj and put them on when they were rea- 
dy to crease All ihefe feveral houfes had 
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)»untfmen with the wild beafts, in which the 
Mexicans were equally dexterous and daring. 

When an Emperor was elected, he was 
obliged to obtain fome victory over his enemies, 
before he was permitted to afcend the throne; 
but having thus proved himfelf qualified for 
the talk of reigning by his fuccefs, he returned 
in triumph, and having made his public entry 
with great ftate and folcmnity, all the nobility, 
miiiiflers, and prieils, attended him to the 
temple of the God of war, where he alighted 
from his chariot, and having offered the ac- 
cuftomary facrifice, was clothed by the eledlors 
in royal robes, who alfo put into his right 
- hand a golden fword as an enfign of juftice, and 
in his left a bow and arrows to fignify his 
power and command in war. Then the Cacique 
of Tezueuco placed a kind of gold mitre on his 
head. This ceremony being performed, one 
of the molt eloquent of the raagiilrates made 
a fpeech, io which he congratulated him on his 
new dignity ; expatiated on the cares and 
troubles that attend a throne, and upon the 
duty of a fovereign. The chief priefi; then ap- 
proaching, tendered him an oath, by which he 
bound himfelf to maintain the religion of his 
anceftors, and the laws and cultoms of the Em- 
pire, to treat his vafTals with lenity, and abfurd- 
\y promifed to procure feafonable rains, to prer 
vent fterility, inundations, and the malignant 
influences of thd fun and planets. . ^ 

Motexuma had two forts of guards the one 
of 200 nobles, who were obWgeo. Xo tateb&. w*- 
ry day at the palace, to guard. Yvl% ^eriarci. *^V\ 
jfteBduice was divided btttfttv tv* ^^ 
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that wore upon duty by turns, comprehending 
th;* \,< : \\\* of the whole empire, who were 
')h!S;v d t:j come to court from the molt diftant 
pnnir.cc^. This was a fdieme which ftUtcxu- 
r,:a h'r.iilli "bad contrived for keeping the nobili- 
ty iii Jcper dance, and rendering himielf acquaint- 
ed will: their perfons, capacities, and difpofitions. 
f \\ otrer g»:ards were compofed of foldiers, who 
til]:- 1 t:.e courts of the palace, and were polled 
in bod it s at the principal gates. V 

fll.: t ^\r::; had two wives, who Dore the title 
of (^uet-:..s and were the daughters of tributary 
Pri'iCv'. ; thtie were lodged in flparate apart- 
i.:e:ii'-, an-. 1 * lived in equal Ip'endor. His concu- 
hl: ''s 'lovevtr. who were felecled from the 




mented, who ferved up the meat, and prcfentet 
him with the cup. The' cloths and napkins, a 
well as all the di flies of fine earthen ware, on theii 
being once ufed, were ditiributed among the 
ferrants. He fometimes drank out of cacoa, 
and other (hells, richly fet with jewels, and he 
alfo ufed gold cups and falvers. He drank fe- 
veral forts of liquors, one of which was a kind 
of beer made of maize ; he had other liquors 
richly perfumed, and others again mixed with 
the juice of falutiferous herbs. After his meals 
he took a kind of chocolate, and fmoaked to- 
bacco perfumed with liquid amber. Indeed the 
juice of this herb was one of the ingredients 
with which the prieils intoxicated themfelves, 
whenever they were obliged to- deliver an ora- 
cular anfwer. There were generally at the table 
three or four buffoons who diverted the Empe- 
ror with their ludicrous talents, and at proper 
intervals he was entertained with muiic, com- 
pofed of pipes and inftruinents made of fea 
hells, accompanied by voices, which formed 
in agreeable conceit. The fubjeft of thefe 
>ngs was generally the memorable a&ions of 
leir Kings, and the exploits of their anceftors. 
Tiey had alfo merry fongs ufed in dancing* 
hen the voice was accompanied with two little 
urns made of hollow pieces of wood, of dif- 
ent £zes and founds ; thefe were principally 
d in a dance called Mitates pra&ifed at fefti- 
s, in which the nobles and common people 
i (hooting and odd gefticulations, mingling 
sther without diftin£Hon f and, drank to cm3bl 
t tfll they grew intoxicated. 
iL, JZ L \3<gtm 
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Upon other occasions the people affembled 
in the porches and fquarei of the temples, made 
matches for wreftfing, running race& and Cheat- 
ing at the mark. Here were alfo rope-dancers, 
who performed with furprizlng dexterity, with- 
out the afliftance of poles, and alfo great num- 
bers of people playing at ball, near the Itatue 
of an idol brought out by the prieils, as the 
fu perm tend a<n of that diversion. In fhort the 
people of Mtxi™ were almoft daily diverted 
with fuch fpeftacles and amufements, as were 
calculated by M^tr^uma to entertain them, and 
prevent their employing their thoughts to his 
prejudice. 
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to ingots of gold. Befides this tribunal, there 
was a council of jullice, which received ap- 
peals from inferior courts ; a council of ftate* 
and a council of war ; judges of commerce, and 
other officers. As they had no written laws, 
but were governed by the cufloms and inftku- 
tions of their anceftors, their trials were fum- 
mary and verbal ; murder, theft, adultery, and 
any (light difrefpecl towards the Emperor, were 
punimed with death, but all other crimes were 
cafily pardoned. 

New-bdrn infants were taken with great fo~ 
lemnity to the temples, where the prieib gave 
them fome admonitions relating to the troubles 
to which they were born. When the child 
Was the fon of one of the nobles, they put a 
fword into his right hand, and upon his left 
arm a fhield, kept in the temple for that pur- 
pofe. If he Was of a plebeian extraction, they 

Eut mechanical inftruments into his hands ; 
ut the females of both ranks were prefented 
with the fpindle and diilafF. After this cere- 
Jnony was performed, the infant was taken to 
the altar, and his privities pricked with a thorn, 
Or cut with a lancet of flint, fo as to draw a 
few drops of blood, which was no fooner done, 
than they were fprinkled with water. The 
children of the plebeians were inftrucled in 
public fchools, and thofe of the nobility in 
well endowed colleges, where they pafied 
through three fucceffive clafles, in the nrlt of 
which they were taught to read the characters 
*od hierogtyphics, and to wpttx ifoe. \u&sroK& 
fangs, la the fecoxid, they v«w. vc&x>a&sk S 
the roles of civility, modefty » *xv& *. ^Cte ^ 
L. % N 
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viour. And in the third, they were inured to 
robuft exercifes, as wreflling, managing their 
arms ; the hardfhips of fuffering hunger and 
ihirft, and the indemenciet of the weather. 
Having acquired thefe qualifications > the young 
noblemen who were defigned for war, were 
-fent as volunteers to the army> in order to ac- 
cuftom them to dangers and hardlbips, where 
they were often placed among the baggage men, 
and their moulders loaded with provisions, to 
mortify their vanity, and inure their bodies to 
fatigue. After which they were obliged to give 
fomc proofs of valour, before they could be en- 
rolled as foldiers. 
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the deceafed to defray the expence of their 
journey, which they imagined to be long and 
troublefome. Some fer vanes were even (lain to 
bear them company, and the wives frequently 
killed themfelves in order to accompany their 
hufbands : and when the Emperor died, all his 
houfehold officers and favourites were obliged to 
follow him to the other world. 

The Mexican year as well as ours, confifted 
of 365 days, but was divided into eighteen 
months, of twenty days each, and at the end 
. of the year, five days appropriated to pleafure, 
and a ceffation from bufinefs were added to 
make it anfwer the courfe of the fun ; they had 
alfo a kind of weeks of thirteen days, to which 
different names were given, and a much longer 
period, (tiled ages, which confided of four weeks 
of years. This large period was reprefented in 
a very Angular manner. In the centre of a 
circle divided into fifty two degrees, allowing 
a year for each, they painted the fun, from 
whofe rays proceeded four lines of different 
colours which equally divided the circumference, 
leaving thirteen degrees to each quarter, and 
here the fun had his profperous or adverfe af- 
pects, according to the colour of the line. In 
a larger circle which inclofed the other, they 
marked with their characters the chief occur- 
rences of the age, and thefe fecular annals 
were confidered as public inftruments that fer- 
yed for proofs of historical fads. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Cortes rewires & wry ahrrmng Letter from Ven 
Cruz, in C&nfeqwnee of which be makes JVtotc 
zuma his Prijimer, and fume tt#te after Unt 
him wih Fetters. The Spaniards bJ/J twn 
Skips vpen the Lake. A Cwfjtiracy formed a 
gamji them ; hut eft /covered by Motezuma, art* 
the prineipetl Co/r^^ar pumjhed. Motczumi 
dirrktrci Charles Vth. King of Spain hit Sac 
tfffor\ and offers to bec&me Tril'Htaty to th& 
Prms k in i^huh he gains the Cvnfent of th 
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felves fo as to appear like Mexicans, and had 
entered the city unperceiveda 

This letter informed Cortes, that fome of the 
Indians in alliance with the Spaniards complained 
to Juan de Efcalantt that Qualpopoca, one of 
Motezuma's generals, had aflembled a great bo- 
dy of forces upon the frontiers of Zempoalla, 
where they levied contributions with great cru- 
elty. Upon which Efcalante fent to defire the 
Mexican general to fufpend hoftilities till farther 
orders fhould come from Mexico, where the 
Spaniards, the allies of thofe people, were en- 
tertained by Motezuma with great hofpitality. 
Bat $>ualpopoca fending a very infolent anfwer, 
Efcalante was fo provoked, that he marched 
againil him at the head of forty Spaniards, and 
2000 Indians, and coming to an engagement, 
he put the Mexicans to flight, and notwithstand- 
ing his being almoft intirely abandoned by his 
Indian allies, purfued them to the next town, 
where he attacked them with fuch resolution, 
that he entirely routed and diflodged them. 
This vi&ory however coft the Spaniards very 
dear, for Juan de Efcalante was mortally wound- 
ed, fix of the fbldiers alfo received feveral 
wounds, and Juan de Arguillo, a man of extra- 
ordinary ftature, was carried off alive. In this 
letter the council of Vera Cruz defired Cortes to 
appoint them a new governor, and to give di- 
rections relating to their affairs. 

Cortes being greatly concerned at the lofs of 
Juan de Efcalante, he communicated the letter 
to his captains ; defired ttax. 3a& c& >&&xsl 
would give his opinion fowty *x <&«* w«i 
meeting, jukI thft folio w( twot^c^ Srj^ 
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fame of the mo ft fenfible Indians m hb army, 
when having afked them, if they had lately 
perceived any change in the behaviour or dif- 
courfe of the Mexicans $ ihey informed hicn, that 
the nobles appeared penfive and myftcrious j 
that they had heard fome of the people talk of 
breaking down the caofeway, and that there 
was a report that a Spaniard* $ head had been 
presented to Mrtzzumti* who viewed it with 
aftomfhment on account of its largenefs, and 
the fiercenefs of its afpecl, and immediately or- 
dered it to be concealed. 

From rhefe circumstances, and particularly that 
of the head, which Cortes fuppofed belonged to 
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as daftardly fugitives, and perhaps recommend 
themfelves to MotezumeCs favour, by joining his 
forces in order to cut off their retreat. He ob- 
ferved that nothing could (ink them lower in the 
opinion of the Mexicans than their demanding 
a paflport, to retire from a city, which they 
had entered in fpite of all oppofition, and that 
if the Emperor really fought their deftru&ion, 
he would grant them a fafe conduct with a view 
of depriving them of all apprehenfions, and 
attacking them when it was leaft expected ; and 
as to their (laying at Mexico, he thought that 
would be highly imprudent without taking 
fome refolute ftep for their fafety. He there- 
fore propofed their feizing Motezuma, convey- 
ing him to their own quarters, and detaining 
him there as an hoflage for the fmcerity of his 
people. Such a bold action he alledged would 
ill the Mexicans with confirmation, and fo raife 
the character of the Spaniards, that they would 
never dream of combining againlt him for the 
future, especially when they were fenfible that 
ixe had difcovered the tranfadtions at Vera Cruz, 
which they would imagine had been communi- 
cated by fome fupernatural intelligence. This 
daring propofal he fupported with all his elo- 

' quence, and with fuch fuccefs, that it was una- 
nimoufly applauded. 

Cortes having chofen the hour, when the Spa- 
niards were accuftomed to wait upon Motezuma, 
for the execution of this bold project, ordered 
his people to arm themfelves ,m te tagmtet** 
privately to faddle their hotfe&, *&& \o wcfc 

without noife for farther mftru&votvv. Vte ^* 
occupied all the avenues to tYie ^\*Rfc> ^ 



'mall fcattered detachments, and di retting thirty 
choice men to follow him ac a di fiance, went 
thicker attended by four of his Captains, who, 
as they ufualty carried their arms with them, 
their doing fo now occafiontd no fufpicioni. 
M*>tt%umai according to cuftom, came out of his 
apartment to receive the vifit, and his fervanti 
retired, as ufual, to another part of the palace, 
when Cortes, with an air of refentment, coin- 
plained of the Mexican Genera], for attacking 
his confederates in violation of a peace under 
which they thought tbemfelves fecure ; for mur- 
dering a Spaniard in cold blood, and endeavour- 
ing to vindicate bis perfidious conduit, by de- 
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Cortes made ufe of other arguments, he ftill 
refufed to leave his palace, bat being fenfible 
of his danger, offered to fend immediately for 
Qualpopoca, and to deliver him with all his of- 
ficers into Cortes *s hands, and in the mean time 
to give him two of his own fons as hoftages 
for the performance of his promife. Cortes, 
however, was not fatisfied with thefe expedients, 
and his Captains apprehending that the delay 
might be dangerous, began to grow clamorous, 
and among others, 'Juan Velafquex de Leon, 
called aloud, fince he will not hear reafon let 
us feize him by force, or kill him on the fpot. 
The Emperor hearing thU uttered in an angry 
tone, defired to know what he faid, when Ma- 
rina, to whom he addrefled himfelf, earneftly 
exhorted him, as his own vaflal and fubjett, to 
comply without hefitation, in order to preferve 
his life, which had fuch an effedt, that he in- 
stantly rofe from his feat, and faid to Cortes, 
•« I truft myfelf in your hands, let us go to 
«< your quarters, for fo the Gods have decreed." 
He then Qrdered his fervants to get ready his 
equipage, told his mini ft er that he had refolved 
to pafs fome days in the Spani/b quarters, and 
ordered the Captain of his guard to march 
with a body of troops and take Qualpopoca and 
his officers prifoners, that they might fuffer fir 
having invaded Zempoalla. 

Motezuma having given thefe directions, which 
Marina explained to Cortes and his officer^ he 
left the palace with his ufual attendants j the 
Spaniards, on pretence of refpecl marching clofe 
by his chariot, which, as uYw\, Nm wswAl 
m the ihooldcrs of his tiQb\^ % tow» **«- 
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port was inftamjv fpread, that the ftrangers h. 
feized the Emperors perfon, when the flrei 
were fuddenly filled with crowds of peop^ 
who rent the air with rheir cries* threw thei 
(elves on the ground, fhedding floods of te: 
for their unhappy Prince, and a general infi 
retlion would have certainly followed, h 
not Motezuma, with a ferene countenance coi 
roanded filence, and a J fa red the populace t\ 
he was going of his own accord to fpend 
few days with his friends the Spaniards, i 
his reaching their quarters he ordered his guai 
to difperfe the populace, and his minifters 
make it known, that the lead tumult or dillui 
a nee, fliould be puniflied with death. He tl 
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manner, in order that the Spaniards might 
feaft on the fuperfluity, and he conftantly fent 
fame delicates to Cortes and his Captains, 
each of whom he could call by their names. 
While he occafionally converfed with them, he 
ftudied their tempers, and without defcending 
beneath the dignity of his char after, feafoned 
his difcourfe with pleafantry. All the time in 
which he was not "employed in bufinefs, he 
pa fled among them, and fometimes he played 
with Cortes ac Tololoque, a game which confifted 
of tipping down fmall pins of gold, with little 
balls of the fame metal, and as they played for 
jewels and trinkets, the Emperor diftributed 
his winnings among the Spaniards^ and Cortes 
fliared his good fortune among Motezuma^s in- 
ferior officers. 

While things were in this fituation, the Cap- 
tain of the guard returned with £>ualpopoca y 
bis fon, and fifteen of the nobles, who had 
been concerned in killing the Spaniard ; they 
had furrendered themfelves at the fight of the 
royal fignet, and now arrived in about twinty 
days after the beginning of Motezuma's con- 
finement. Many great men went out to meet 
them, and their General was brought in upon 
men's fhoulders, when Qualpopoca appearing 
before the Emperor, the latter upbraided him for 
having killed the Spaniard, and delivered him 
and the other officers into the hands of Cortes, 
to whom they confefled themfelves guiky of 
having violated the peace of their own accord, 
and of their having ordered Arguillo to be put 
to death, till finding that &% Sfcomjb *3««x& 
Vql. It. M vMfiwfc. 
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refolvtd to take awav their lives, thev laid tt 
whole blame upon the Emperor, whofc order 
they had obeyed, Corits t however, treated th 
as a malicious afperfion* brought theui to 
formal tryal, in which the Spaniardi were bot 
the judges and accusers, and cruelly featence 
them to be burned alive. 

To deter Molt&uma from endeavouring i 
prevent the execution of this fentente, tJ 
General refolded on taking another furprifcir 
ilep. He went into that Prince's prefence, ai 
companicd by Marina \ and three or four Cv\ 
tains* with a common Joldkr carrying fetter 
and having faluted ibe Emperor with his ufu 
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tage ; but foon recovering himfelf colle&ed his 
fortitude, and believing his Jife in danger, 
waited his fate with dignity and refignation. 

In the mean time Cortes ordered the Mexican 
General, with his fon and the reft of the officers, 
to be conducted under a ftrong guard of Spa- 
march , to a large fquare, where in the prefence 
of an innumerable concourfe of people, their 
hands and feet were bound, after which they 
were placed on a large pile of broken bows 
and arrows, and fire being fet to it, they were 
foon burned, to the amazement of all the fpec- 
tators, who, Without making the lead difturb- 
ance, were ft ruck with awe and admiration. 
Cortes then returned to Motezumas apartment, 
and telling him with a fmile, that the tray tors 
who had prefumed to blemiih his Majefty's cha- 
racter, had now received their ju ft puniftiment, he 
ftooped down, and with his own hands took off 
the fetters. The Emperor received his liberty 
with a tumultuous joy, embraced Cortes feveray 
times, and fitting both of them down together! 
entered into amicable converfation, during which 
the Spanijb General let him know, that as the 
Cauie of his detention was now removed, he 
might return to his palace whenever he pleaf- 
ed. This was however no more than a poli- 
tical offer, which he knew he would not em- 
brace ; for Marina had been ordered to infafe 
into him a firm belief, that if he quitted the 
Spamjb quarters, before Cortes s departure, he 
would fufrer greatly in his reputation, as foon 
at it ihould be known that V\e Ytcgwt& \v\&\\- 
betty from the hand of another. Vte \^v&w: 
declined the offer, and made a. mcui cA Yu&ta 
M 2 
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by faying, that on his return to his palace, (1 
nobility and miniften won! J prefs him to tai 
up arms, in order to obtain fattsfa&ion for tl 
injury he had undergone, and therefore, o 
of regard to the Spaniards^ he would rema: 
where he was. 

From this time the Emperor filmed perfeftl 
fatufted with his fitoationj and at length ha 
fuch confidence in Cortes, that he reprefente 
to him the expediency of allowing him to vif 
fome of his temples, that his fubje&s might n 
longer look upon him as a prifoner, whic 
Cerles readily granted, upon condition that hu 
man facrifices ftiould be aboltfhed. His fir] 
excurfion was to the principal temple, whjcl 
he entered with his ufual pomp and attendance 
and his annearance was celebrated with th 
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himfelf mailer of the lake, by building two 
brigantines upon it. 

Filled with this idea, he raifed Ahttzwms 
cnriofity, by defcribing the manner of failing 
with the wind, which was entirely unknown 
to the Mexicans, and obtained his permilGon to 
build two veffrls for his Majefty'3 amufement, 
and the inftruclion of his fubje&s. He then or- 
dered the nails, cordage, canvas, and other 
tackle, belonging to the Spanijb (hips that had 
been funk, to be brought from Vera Cruz, and 
fome builders who had enliiled as foldiers, were 
immediately fet at work, with many of the 
Mexican carpenters, who followed their directi- 
ons, fo that in a fhort time the brigantines were 
compleated, and Motezuma refolved to embark 
with the Spaniards, in order to have a nearer 
view of this flrange kind of navigation. Great 
preparations were made for this uncommon 
fpe&acle ; a prodigious number of canoes be- 
longing to the Emperor and others, were finely 
decorated and manned with the moll expert 
rowers. The Mexkans firmly believing that 
their boats would exceed the brigantines in 
fwiftnefs : However a breeze no fooner fprung 
«p, than thefe veflels unfurled their fails, and 
ioon left the canoes at a great diftance, to th« 
great amazement of the Indians, who could 
form no idea of the European manner of (leer- 
ing and working fuch floating- houfes, and they 
cxprefsly declared, that by means of thefe won- 
derfol machines, they believed the Spaniards 
could perfectly command t\\e ttaratiX* eft >w\sA 
*nd water. The aftonimment of Mote%uma wj 
mnged with joy, and he bt\*\& x^ *£*> 
M 5 ^ 
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ivith the higheft delight, though it was obtained 

over his own fubjects. 

The Entperoj now became daily more at- 
tached to Curtti, while the latter laid hold of 
this opportunity, to ddire his aiTiilance in. ac- 
compltlhing various things he had in view : 
the Aril of which was the knowledge of the gold 
mines; their fituaiion ; how they were wrought, 
and what quantity of thai precious metal was 
brought from them, MoUa^mn gave him very 
clear and diilinct anfwers to all th ofe inquiries, 
and for his further fa tis faction, allowed fuch of 
his people - ris he cnuld truft, to go to the mines, 
both within and with nut his dominions. Certts 
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the Virgin Mary : but that at length the Mexicans 
wanting rain, came in a tumultuous manner to 
Cortes, and complained that their Gods had re- 
fufed to refrefli the earth, on account of their 
having introduced ftrange deities into their tem- 
ples, when, to appcafc this diforder, hepromif- 
cd, that they fhould have a plentiful fhower, 
which, it is pretended, actually fell in a few 
hoars, to the great admiration of Motezuma 
and his fubjedls. But it is very improbable, that 
Cortes fhould fuffer his foldiers to engage in fo 
rafti an enterprize, that could not fail of exaf- 
perating the minds of the Indians, and indeed 
the whole ftory plainly appears to be only a fic- 
tion, defigned to raife the character of Cortes, 
by having a miracle wrought in his favour., ,. 

While the ofanijh General continued to enjoy 
Motezumas favour, a plbt was formed, which 
neither the Emperor nor Cortes could forefee. 
Cacumaxin, the Emperor's own nephew, who 
was Cacique of Tezuco, being a young man of 
great vivacity, art and ambition, under the pre- 
tence of delivering Motezuma 6 entertained de- 
signs of afcending the throne of Mexico, either 
by occafioning an immediate revolution, or by 
obtaining it by the favour of the people at the 
next election. In order to which he privately 
represented to the nobles and people, the difgrace 
of being under fubjeclion to an handful of 
Grangers who dared to confine his uncle Mote- 
zuma j the audacious behaviour of Cortes, who 
had a&ed as a fupreme magiftrate in the midit 
of Mexico, and had evetv\yy z. T&^V\^ws«sfcss^ 
execution put an Indian Geirc&\& fcsa&fcN^ 
it wm» high time to ftatA vj fa\ ^2bk» v2fo£ 
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their liberty, their honour, and their King, 
before the Grangers had fuccours from their 
own country, from Tla/cain* and other parts; and 
therefore propofed. th*t they mould take arms, 
and fuddenly attack the Spaniards in theii 
quarters, But the Cacique of Nat airing* who 
was like wife Mottzumas nephew, and eafily pe- 
netrated into Gacumtizin* defigns, which inter- 
fered with his own pretentions, oppofed the exe-» 
cution of this fchcme, infixing that fome ileps 
(hould rlrfl be taken, lo fecnre the Emperors 
perfon, which wouJd be in the greateft danger 
from fuch an attack, and finding his expedient 
iL-jecled by the afiembly. as impracticable, re- 
folved to inform Nitcxuma of the con fpi racy, 
though he feemcd to atl in concert with the 



-__i *l_ _ j__. :_ 
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confequence of fome domeftic jealoufies, had 
laid for his life. Upon this occafion Cortes 
difluaded the Emperor from putting a Prince 
of the blood to death by a public execution ; 
bat advifed him to deprive Cacumazin of his 
rank and dominions, and to beftow them on 
his brother, who deferved that mark of indul- 
gence. Motewtma was greatly pleafed with this 
advice, which he inftantry communicated to his 
council, who applauded it as equally juft and 
merciful, and this manner of chafHzing without 
blood died, being admired by the whole Em- 
pire, had fuch an effect on the reft of the 
conspirators, that they difbanded their troops, 
and had recourfe to the clemency of the Em- 
peror, whofe pardon they obtained through the 
interceffion of Cortex 

But though Motezuma appeared {o well fatif- 
fied with Cortes, he was far from being pleafed 
at the Spaniards flaying fo long in his capital, 
and feveral mortifying reflections rankled at his 
heart, and difturbed his repofe ; for he could 
not compare his former fituation with what 
he had fuffered from the Spaniards, and his 
prefent dependent fkte. without having very 
humbling thoughts. He here, however, proved 
himfelf fo great a politician, that he entirely 
concealed the difpofition of his mind, and when 
he actually propofed to Cortes the fcheme he had 
formed to get rid of hi in, be was fo far from 
conceiving it in that light, that he thought it 
the higheil act of favour he had ever conferred 
trpon him. He took a prefer oip^omwvvvj t» 
inform him, that he was now pi cnarc& va tn&» 
a ralun&r/ acknowledgment of ^N^Sbfca^** 

on** 
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owed to the King of Sfmn, as the fuccefibr cf 
%m/iW; that he would convokes general 
aJiunbly of his nobles for that purpofe, and 
as a mapk of that v-iilalage, would prefent the 
moft valuable jewels of his treafury to the $j&* 
nijb Monarch, and did not doubt but all hit 
Caciques would follow his example* CtrJb 
returned him thanks for his Liberality, witfeouc 
appearing furprized at his propotaJ, and in- 
wardly rejoiced at the profpccl of being able 
to give bib fovereign fuch an important carndl 
of the wealth he might one day reap from this 
acquifitioii. 

M&ti^uma, agreeably to his promise, dispatch - 
cd courtiers to convene all the Caciques of his 
Empire, according to a cuftom pra&ifed on 
important occafions. They came with equal 
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Motexuma was unable to pronounce this fpeech 
without interruption, he fighed from time to 
time, and on his owning himfelf the vaflal o£ 
another Prince, the tears trickled down his 
cheekQ and he was unable to proceed. Cortes 
then ariftng, declared that it was not his fove- 
teign's intention to difpofleft Motezuma, or to 
©ccafion the lead innovation ia bis government, 
and that he only required them to fettle his 
rights to the fuccefiion in favour of his defend- 
ants, at which Motezuma refuming frefh courage, 
finifhed his ipeech. The whole aflcmbly were 
amazed, and (truck dumb at a proposal that ap- 
peared fo inconiiftcnt wkh the dignity and known 
character of the Emperor, and considering it as 
extorted by compulfion, they groaned bitter- 
ly ; gave the ftrongeft marks of anxiety and 
perturbation of mind, and with an emphatic 
Jilence looked at each other. At length the 
prime minifter, who was well acquainted with 
bis Prince's difpofition, took upon himfelf to 
anfwer, in the name of the whole alterably, 
and afiuxgd Motezuma, that as all the nobles ef- 
teemed him their natural Lord and fovereign, 
they would chearfully obey whatever he thought 
ffoper to propofe, and follow hie Majeify's 
example to the utmoft of their power. The 
whole aflembly exprefled their aflent to this de- 
claration, when Cartes by means of his interpre- 
ter, made an artful fpeech, in which he return- 
ed thanks to Motezuma and all prefent, for this 
proof of their refpeft, which he accepted in the 
pameofhis King. It \s pwAtttofc feaxIA**- 
#W*' folc intention in t&* ttft^t£ta»* *«** 
■-■■-■■- feran 
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forward the departure of bis gueib, without 
Jealt defign of fulfilling the terms of this { 
niiflion for the future, However from that d 
Cbarkt V. was acknowledged, and believed 
the people to be the lawful Jovcrcign of the M 
can Empire, and their homage, according to 
cuftom of the county, was authenticated bj 
public inftrument, y 

The Emperor, having concluded this afi 
to his own fatisfacljon refolded immediately 
tecover that liberty and independence for wh; 
lie had fo long fighed in fecret, a fid fpeed 
delivered to Qjrics the prdent he had providi 
confining of curiofiries in gold, in the fbape 
birds, fines, and four-footed beafb, and ma 
precious ilones, particularly a number of a ft 
efteemed by the Mexicans above all othe. 
which in colour referubled emeralds, and mn 
beautiful pictures, formed of variegated feathej 
Jn fhoit the whok feemed the ranfom of 
great Prince, who thought be could not pa 
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faries for the array : another part was allotted 
to reimburfe Diego Velafquez, and Cortes *s friends 
in the ifland of Cuba, and the remainder vva3 
divided amongft the officers and foldiers, in* 
eluding thofe that were at Vera Cruz. All who 
were in the fame polls had equal (hares, but 
among the private men. ffhofe were bed reward- 
ed, who had moft diftlnguifhed themfelves. This 
however produced loud complaints, which were 
foon filenced by Cortes'* fatis tying the malccon- 
tents from his own mare. 

Motezuma having thus acknowledged his fub- 
je&ion to Spain, fent for Cortes, and with an 
air of greater dignity than ufual, told him, 
that as his' bufinefs was now difpatched, he 
ought to think of departing, fince his (laying any 
longer would be attributed to finider motives* 
nor could he longer afford him fupport when he 
had not reafon on his fide. This intimation, and 
the manner in which it was delivered, were fo 
unexpected, that Cortes was fome time before he* 
could recollect himfelf, fo as to make a proper 
reply. He now perceived thedefign of convok- 
ing the aflcmbly, and fufpefted that Motezuma 
had privately aflembted fome forces in order to 
back this propofal, and therefore fent one of 
the Spaniards who was with him to order his 
foldiers to take to their arms, and in the mean 
while excufed his embarraflment at feeing his 
Majefty more moved than ufual, afluring him 
that he was fo far from defigning to delay his 
departure, that he came on purpofe to defire his 
permiffion to build fome veiTels to carry thA 
S/afiiards to their own co\urtxv> %& \&t'\A»$&i 

Vol. fl. N ^ 
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1 knew they had loft their ftiips, in whict 

/ had Tailed to that coalL 

t h faid ihat the Emperor had provide 

000 men to fupport his determination ; but ji 
:rtain that he was very derirous of avoiding j 
ture with Carter and waseven under fome ap 
henfions wkh refpeft to the anfwer he migfy 
rive i but he no fooner heard this artful re 
t than he embraced him with fingular mark 
affeelion, and having now loll hts fears, colt 

1 with great complacency, that he did not in 
d to h alien his departure before he was pro 
ed for the voyage, and that he fhould b 
edily fu mimed with every thing he wanted 
i accordingly gave orders for ai&iubling al 

carpenters in the country to cut wood, an 
work under the direction of the Spaniard 
nei feemed in equal hafte to be gone, an 
parched his builder* to J'W Crtt<z f in order t 
:1ed the remainder of the iron work, riggin] 
d lails of the veficls which had been funl 
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that eighteen (hips had appeared upon the coaft 
of Pi/leea, and ty the paintings made for his 
A/fajelly's information, thefe (hips feemed to be 
manned with Sf*ni*rJs, a circum fiance which 
naturally alarmed the whole Empire, and re- 
tired the fufpicrons that had been entertained 
of Cortes \ to whom Motezuma immediately com- 
municated thie intelligence, letting him know 
at the fame time, that it mud now be unneceflary 
for him to proceed in building mips : fince he 
might embark in thofe fent from his own coun- 
try. Cortes examined the paintings, and was 
convinced of their being Spam/b vefiels ; but 
frppofing that they were fent to him from Spain 
with a fupply of troops and ammunition, an- 
fwered with great compofure, that he would im- 
mediately embark, if they were going to re- 
turn to any of the King of Spain s dominions ; 
but that it would be imprudent to defift from 
building, till he mould be informed of the par- 
dollars by a meflcnger from Zmpalk, whom 
he every moment cxpe&ed. But a few days 
after this converfation, Cortes received a letter 
from Gonxmio tie Sandrval, by which he was in- 
formed that this fleet contained 800 men, and 
was (ent by Diego Velafquac to oppofe him and 
his defigns in Mexico, He received this mortify- 
ing account, while he was in converfation with 
Motex*ma 9 and was obliged to make ufe of 
all his prudence and refolution to conceal the 
emotions he felt upon this becafion, from the 
obfervation of that Prince. He however fuc- 
ceeded in his endeavours, atvd ttX\tt\ \w **tax 
*> deliberate upon this unexpe&fc&eie^. ^Oa 
N % 
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lerc neceffary to mention the reception Cort 
nmiflanes found at the cocrt of ,Spain s a 
caufes that prompted Vtlm/quix to fit c 
h a fleet again ft him, which will be the (i 
, of the folio wiog chapter. 
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r Proceedings of the Cvrnftiiffkriss fttit hy Coi 
fc the Court of Spain, and the Rife of the 
Qnd Expedition formed 'by Diego VelaLquez 
hi Deft m£i ion of Cortes, The Mmks sf 
jeronimo cmlt&vour in vain t& make Vel&J'qt 
ibandon his ProjeH. 1 be Flest fails under 
"j&nmand cf Pamphilo de Narvaez, arrives 
Vera Cruz, but is oppofed by the Govern 
-ortea endeavours to ceme to Ttrms of Aca 
nodation vjith the other Army, but with 
Sitccejs, and fets out ujwn his March agm 
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«nent. This ftep however brought them into 
great danger, for Diego Velafquez fuppofing that 
-Cortes would fend fome of his Ihips to St. Do^ 
tningo, to follicit fuccours of the religious gover- 
nors, had placed fpies along the coaft, who in- 
-forming him of what had happened at Montejo y s 
houfe, he immediately difpatched two light 
veflels well manned, with orders to take the (hip, 
and every perfon on board, and Montejo, in 
confequence of the jfirft notice he had received 
.of this advice, had no fooner embarked, than 
he was obliged to fail through the gulph of 
Florida, whioh was hitherto unatte.mpted, as the 
only means .of cfcape. 

This, ihip however had a very profperous 
voyage ; but arrived at Seville at a very unfor- 
tunate conjuncture ; for the chaplain Benito Mar- 
tin* who had been fent by Velafquex to folicit 
the commiffion of King's Lieutenant, had ob- 
tained his fuit ; fent the commiffion to Cuba. 
and was then waiting at Seville for a (hip, in or- 
der to return thither himfelf. This man repre- 
fented Cortes as a pirate, who had clandeftinely 
failed with feveral veflels which belonged to Ve- 
lafquex, and in confequence of his .complaint, 
the directors of trade, ordered the ihip and car- 
go to be feized ; but as a great favour permitted 
the two Captains, with the pilot fent by Cortes, 
to apply to the King for redrefs. They accord- 
ingly fet out for Barcelona, but there found that 
his Majefty was at Corunna, where he was pre- 
paring to pafs over into Flanders, in order to 
accept of the imperial crovm. TVs.^ <fcNK«5ss«. 
fet out for that city, and m \k€\t v*«* nSS^ 
Martin Cortes, who, with ccjvwl ^V»S»s^ «a&^ 
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>v;iuic ucaca ne n*u long aepiorea, 
fuaded him to accompany them to the 
in hopes that his character and grey h« 
give a fanction to their folicitations 
had the good fortune to overtake the 
c Iordejillas y juft as Cortes y s prefents arri 
the Indians of the New Conqueft fro: 
for thefe being upon the Emperor's 
count, they durft not detain. Hi 
gave them a verv gracious reception 
extremely furpi ized at thtir account ol 
difcovered Empire, and in feveral ei 
with them enquired minutely into ever 
lar relating to the conqueft. While tli 
and the prefents that were before him, 
it were, fan&ion to all the wonder 
they related. But as he was then on 
rare to Germany t he referred CW^j'j ]< 
folicitations to Cardinal Adrimz % and 
cil, to which he had communicated ih> 
mi^nr of affairs during his abfence, de 
t\\c\ would rind out iomLi method of 
ticti to VeLiiquc^s pretention 5 T and a 
t'.iLic to encourage CsfUu But the p 
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two whole years attended the court without the 
teaft fucce&t 

In the mean time Diego Velafauex, received his 
commiffion of King's Lieutenant, not only of 
Cuba, but of all the countries that mould be dis- 
covered and conquered by his means, which, 
together with his being allured of the protection 
of the BiJhop of Burgos, Prefident of the 7/r- ' 
dies, enabled hrm to gratify his ambition and 
jefentment : whence he refolved to punifh 
Cortes as a rebel and deferter, and to appropri- 
ate to himfelf the honour of conquering the 
Mexican Empire. With thefe views he expend- 
ed the greateft part of his fortune, in equipping 
a fquadron, which confifted of 800 Spanijb in- 
fantry, 80 horfe, 12 pieces of cannon, and a 
large quantity of provifions, arms and ammuni- 
tion. The command of this fquadron he be- 
flowed upon Pamphilo de Narvaez, a man of 
distinction and capacity ; but vain, haughty, 
and opinionated, and to this perfon he gave 
the title of his Lieutenant, with private induc- 
tions to apprehend Cortes, and fend him over to 
Cuba in irons, together with his principal offi- 
cers, in Cafe they refufed to abandon his interefts. 
After which he was to take poflcffion, in the 
name of Velafqutz, of all the countries that had 
been conquered, as being within his jurifdi&ion. 

While thefe preparations were making, the 
Monks of St. Geronimo, who pvefided over the 
royal audience at St. Domingo, and whofe jurif- 
dt&ion extended over the other iflands, were 
informed of his deftgns, and. fatrfc&vcv^ ^ '^ 
confequeaces that mi^bx rttetA iBnot^Srs*^*^ 
/fcffrw* tk Aylhn to ^e^feate Din? *> *g 
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from liis enterprize, and in cafe his argument! 
failed, to command him, under great penalties, 
to ck'fiit from undertaking what might impede 
C /-//'/ j me a lures. 

This Minitter arriving in the ifland of Cuba 
when the fleet was juft ready to fail, ufed aH 
his elocution and influence to divert Vtlafqutx^ 
from his purpofe, and among other arguments, 
represented the mifchief that might be done to 
the intereit of Spain, fhould the Indians be wit- 
nefs of a civil war among their conquerors, and 
exhorted him to leave his complaint to the ex- 
amination of the royal chamber, which would 
not tail of doing him juftice : but Vtlnfqutx. be- 
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received an account of every thing that had hap- 
pened at Vera Cruz and Mexico. Narvaez, upon 
receiving this intelligence, refolved to endeavour 
to obtain the fortrefs of Vera Cruz, by treaty, 
and therefore fent a clergyman, named Juan 
Ruts de Guevara, with three foldiers and a public 
notary to Gonzalo de Sandoval, in order to per- 
fuade him to give up Vera Crux, and to join the 
army with his garrifon. 

Gonzalo being informed by his centinels of 
their coming, was prepared for their reception : 
but could, fcarcely reitrain himfelf within the 
.bounds of moderation, when Guevara delivered 
his meflage, and let him know that Narvacx 
was come to fend Cortes in chains to Cuba ; he 
therefore anfwered with great warmth, that he 
could not believe that Narvaez, whom he took 
to be a good fubject, would attempt to interrupt 
Cortes in a conqueft that would be of fuch ad- 
vantage to Spain -, but would rather join him 
with all his forces, in order to bring fuch * 
noble fcheme to perfection . However if he was 
really refolved to offer violence to Cortes., he 
might be aflured that the garrifon of Vera -Crux, 
would make all the oppoiirioa in their power. 
The prieft being very paffionate, was fo pro- 
voked at this unexpected repulfe, that he threat- 
ned Cortes and all his adherents, whom he up- 
braided as felons and traitors, and then ordered 
the notary to do his office, in publifhing that all 
the Spaniards in Vera Cruz mould obey Narvaez 
on pain of death. 

• Sandoval attempted to perfuade this uvdvCcx***. 

ectletiaftic, that tuch vioktvce was w^m&cj , ^^- 

jvft $nd indecent in a ^erfoxx o£ V\s ^\dw&R** 

* X 
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bin finding that all his argument* wtre valo, he 
at length aftumtd a peremptory air, and told 
the notary, that Should he pre fume to publiJh 
Any orders that did not come from the King, he 
would give directions for his befog hanged im- 
mediately. He even caufed the prieft and his 
attendants to be apprehended, and fern to inform 
Covin of the fieps he had taken. He then fom- 
moned his Indian allies to affift him, in cafe he 
Ihoukl be attacked j put his fortrefs in the bd\ 
order poflible, and like an able and vigilant 
commander, made all the necefiary difpofittons 
for fu flaming a fiege. 

Cortes was under the gfeateft anxiety on bis 
bcir,g informed of thefc tranfaftions, he being 
\Giy fenfible of the dangerous fituatjon he was 
in, with refpeft to the Mexican* and to Nar*ratx f 
who were canal I v his enemies* and vet in the 
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to pet fuade the Caciques of that country, to levy 
2000 foldiers for his fervice, for they were a 
warlike people, and .had already privately of- 
fered him their friendfliip. He at the lame time 
purchafed of them 300 lances made of a very 
.cough wood, armed with points of tempered 
copper, and diflributed them among his foldiers, 
bayonets being *ot then invented, to prefer vp 
them from Narvaesfs hoik, which gave him 
great apprehenfions. 

While Cortes was taking theie prudent fteps, 
Ptdro de So/is arrived from Vera Cruz, with the 
prifoners fen* by Gonzalo de Sandoval, who had 
;been carried in chairs on the moulders of the In- 
dians. When Corfes being informed of their 
^coming, went out to receive them with a greater 
number of attendants than ordinary. He in- 
ftantly caufed their fetters to be taken off, em- 
braced them .with great appearances of cordiality, 
and was particularly civil to father Guevara, tel- 
Jing him, that he would chaftize Gonzalo de San- 
doval for his {hewing fo little regard to his per- 
fon and character. He then conducted him to 
his own apartment, .complimented him with a 
place at his table, and more than once intimated 
that he felt the greatelt fatisfa&ion at the arrival 
of Narvaex, with whom he had formerly lived 
in the mall intimate friend (hip. He took him 
to Motezuma t and made him a witnefs of the 
favours he received from that great Emperor, and 
of the profound refped with which he was treated 
by the Mexican Princes, and greatly allayed the 
violence of his temper, by ma^u^Vvnv *.<$k- 
£nt of fome valuable Jewels. Yl\* cotsc^jk^ 
atioha&z /hare ia Msbowit^ ^0^^° 
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dropping the leatThint of his being deftrous of 
their emf toying their good offices with Narwu%, 
towards an accommodation, he in four days after 
their arrival, furTered them to return, when 
warmly engaged in his intereit 

Carta, after having difmifled them in this 
courteous manner, allowed i'ome time for his wife 
and politic behaviour to produce the defied 
effect, andr then fentfnar Barf&Qktot><w dt Qhtufa 
with letters for Narwaex dt Jjlkn^ and the fecre- 
tary Andm dt Dutr$ t and at the fame time far- 
riihed him with a ftock of jewels, with orders 
to distribute them according to his own fagacity 
and penetration. In his letter to Narvae* he 
welcomed him to the Mexican coaft, gave him 



by HERNANDO CORTES. 145 
3id not ufe arguments for want of ftrength, and 
Chat he knew how to maintain his own rights. 

Narvaest had fixed his quarters at ZempoaUa* 
where he was received with great hoipitality by 
the fat Cacique, who at nrft imagined, that he 
was come in order to aflift his friend Cortes ; but 
he was foon undeceived, for though Narvaesc 
had no interpreters, his actions fpoke but too 
plainly. He treated the ZemfoaJIans in the moil 
opprefllve and imperious manner, feized the fur- 
niture and jewels which Cortes had left in his own 
boufe, and his foldiers were fufFered to commit 
every ad of rapine and violence. 

Guevara, on his return to Mexico, waited 
upon him, and expatiated on the magnificence 
of that city, the kind reception he had met with 
from Cortes, the aftonifhing degree of favour, 
he was in with Motezuma, and his great defire to 
live in friend (hip with Narvaez, when that im- 
perious officer interrupting him, bid him return 
to Cortes, by whofe a-tifices he had been cajoled, 
and then, with the mod mocking marks of rude- 
nefs and difrefpect, thruft him from his prefence. 
But though the prieft wasrepulfed by Narvaez, he 
and his companions made a great impreffion on 
the minds of the foldiers, to whom they extolled 
Cortes in fuch a manner, as not only made them 
defire an accommodation with that General ; but 
inspired them with a diflike to their own Com- 
mander. 

Olmedo foon followed Guevara, and delivered 
Cortes 1 s letter to Narvaez ; but could fcarce pre- 
vail upon him to perufe the contents, which he 
however fuperficially fiammt& wet* *^X ^ ««^ 

Vol. II. O ^oaws 
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pKment to the function of the bearer. 
in vain that the friar made a very efaq^ 
pathetic fpcech, on the ntc< flity of thcii 
in concert, in order to promote the ad 
af Spa ia t and the fuul eitecU that woult 
their animofity ; A#r :^r^ replied with i 
heat, that the principal \lefign of his 
was to chairife Cortes as a rebellious 
that he would inftantly fet u price upon h 
and proclaim all his adherents usurers, i 
he had force fufficient to wreft the conqi> 
his hands, withont having the leaft occ 
<;onfiiit the accomplices and aheuors of 
bell Jon. The friar, however, fHIl prefei 
1 em per, and let him know that, befon 
rived at Mexico, he would be obliged 
his way through intire provinces of war 
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ftrong party in favour of Cortes, had not Nar- 
<yaez, who had been informed of his proceed- 
ings, ordered him to be brought before him, 
reviled him as being a mutinous and feditious 
traitor, and obliged him to depart immediately 
from Zempcalla. 

. The licentiate Lucas Va/quez de Ayllon at this 
infiant entered the room, and propofed that be- 
fore de Olmedo was difmifled, the officers mould 
be aflembled, in order to deliberate upon a pro- 
per anfwer to be fent to Cortes. But this pro- 
pofal was rcje&ed by Narvaez with great in- 
dignation ; and, in order to prevent any farther 
dispute, he ordered war to be declared againfl 
Cortes, as a rebel and traitor, affigned a consi- 
derable reward to any who mould take him dead 
or alive, and commanded the army to prepare 
for a march. De Ayllon, exafperated at this in- 
ftance of violence and irregularity, ordered the 
crier to deftft, and commanded Narvaez not to 
fHr a foot from Zempoalla on pain of death, or to 
employ the forces without the unanimous confent 
of the whole army. Upon which Narvaez or- 
dered him to be apprehended ; fent on board a 
veifel, and inflantly tranfported to Cuba. At the 
feme time de Olmedo fet out on his return to 
Mexico, while the principal oiHcers/in Narvaez's 
army were (hocked at his infolence, and the in- 
ferior foldiers loudly murmured at his conduit. 

De Olmedo on his arrival at Mexico, informed 
Cortes of the implacability and intemperate be- 
haviour of Narvaez ; but encouraged him by 
mentioning the difpofition of the foldiers, upon 
which he immediately refoived lo Xal&fe *k*"*a*- 
O z ^S 
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tage of this favourable circumftance, and the 
Spaniard* at Mtxka were no fooner informed of 
his having taken this refolurion, than they ex- 
pmlld the utmoil zeal and impatience to be in 
action, for notwithstanding the inequality of num- 
bers, they had fuch confidence in the valour, abi- 
lity! and difcretion of their General, that they 
thought it al moll impoihble for them net to con- 
quer, when under his command, 

Cortes was unwilling to damp their alacrity by 
any unnecefTary delay, and therefore repaired to 
Mafezwna*s apartment, in order to acquaint him 
with his intended march ; but was not a little 
iurprized, at hearing that Prince begin the di£ 
courfe, and a this faying J;h at he had from different 
parts KCi.cd information that the SpmijbGt* 
heral at Zimpealla was come with very ill defigns 
sgainft him and Ms followers, and though he 
did not wonder that the two chiefs mould oe at 
enmity from fome private animofity, he could 
not help dunking, that as they were the vaffils 
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from a mi fin formed governor, who rcfided in a 
remote province, and was therefore unacquainted 
with the laft refolutions of the court of Spain, 
and really imagined that the embafly to the Em- 
peror of Mexico was an affair that belonged to 
his office; but that aU this mifunderftanding 
would vanifh as foon as he mould lay his dis- 
patches before that lieutenant. lie had there- 
fore rcfolved immediately to march with part of 
his forces to Zempoalla, in order to difpofe them 
to return on board their (hips, and that he fhould 
foon convince them, that they ought to refpeft 
the fubje&s of the Mexicau empire as a people 
under the King of Spams protection. 

Motczuma was much pleafed with the profpett 
of getting rid of fuch difagreeable yifitors, of 
whole exactions and a As of oppreflion he was 
particularly informed ; but imagining that Cortes 
might be expofed to fome danger by attempting 
to bring them to reafon, he offered to furnifh 
him with an army that fhould be entirely under 
his command, and repeated this offer with fuch 
jearneltnefs, that Cortes was fully convinced of 
his fincerity, though he declined accepting it, 
with many expreffions of acknowledgment, from 
his having but little confidence in the attachment 
of the Mexican foldiers to his intereft. 

Cortes rcfolved upon leaving fourfcore Spa- 
niards in Mexico, under the command of Pedro 
de Ahueramo* an excellent officer, who by his en- 
gaging behaviour had already acquired great 
Stare of Motezutka*s friendfhip. He gave him 
directions relating to his conduct with. ts,C^&a» 
Ac Emperor, 6a<J the foldieys v*w w&wA>« 
O x ** 
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obey thear captain, and ferve* Mm mama with 
the greateil refpeft. Thefe precaution* being 
taken, Cortes difpatched a meilciiger to Goxzela 
dt Stmd&vaU with orders to in trull; the confede- 
rate Indians with the fortrefs of Vera Crttz, and 
to march out with the Sjimfards to meet him 
a certain place of rtnriomiut. He then havin^ 
taken care to obtain the neceflaiyfupplies of pri 
vifions on the road* and procured a body of In- 
dians to carry the baggage, ft: tout on his manh. 



nd 

i 
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Cortes fading r> itnfiffibk to bri^ Narvara tv 

fltcipt of any Term* of Jicomm^dalisn ; aflat At 
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Narvaez's army, by whom he was informed of 
every thing that had pafTed in the enemy's quar- 
ters before they deferted. He had alfo intelli- 
fence of a frefher date from two foldiers who 
ad gone from Vera Cruz to Zempoaila in the 
difguife of Indians carrying bafkets of fruit, which 
they exchanged with the Spaniards for glafs beads, 
and other toys, and fo dexteroufly aflumed the 
fimplicity of the natives, that they were per- 
mitted to range without the leaft fufpicion, thro' 
every part of the quarters ; they even ventured 
to repeat this vifit, and as a proof of the care- 
lefsnefs with which Narvacz caufed the watch 
to be kept, took from the very parade a horfe 
belonging to a Captain who was one of Cortes's 
mod bitter enemies. 

In order to gain time till the arrival of the In- 
dians from Chinantla, Cortes fent de Olmedo a fe- 
cond time with propofals for an accommodation ; 
but he meeting with no fuccefs, Juan Velafquez 
de Leon was fent to ufe his influence with Nar- 
<vaez, from the hopes that his being related to 
Diego de Velafquez would render his mediation the 
more acceptable. Narvaez had indeed written 
to this officer to exhort him to efpoufe his kinf* 
man's caufe, and to offer him a very advan- 
tageous poll in his army : but this letter Juan 
had delivered to Cortes, with proteftations that 
he would die by his fide, rather than defert his 
colours, and his behaviour upon this occafion 
was an additional motive for fending him upon 
this negociation. 

On his approaching Zempoaila, Narvaez came 
with * grand retinue to meet\am > t\x^^v^ , ^»>5«. 
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•uptly It aving the company, he immediately 
urned toCor/w,breathing defiance and revenge. ( 
This incident occafioned fuch murmurs among 
: officers and foldiers, that Narvaez, in or- 

to put a ftop Jto their clamours, was oblig- 
to fend a peribn to Cortes, to apologize for 
at had happened to Juan de Pe/a/fuez, and to 
rn the fubilance of his commiflion, which he 
I not fully explained. For this purpofe he 
t the fecretary Andres tie Duero, who met 
tes on his march to an advantageous pod, which 
intended to occupy till the arrival of the 
nantlans. Duero and Cortes embraced each 
er like two intimate friends who had met 
t a long fepararion, and all the officers re- 
red the ft/anger with joy and refbect. But 
Dre ,they proceeded to bufinefs, Cortes made 
1 a prejjsnt of fome valuable jewels. He 

entertained with great magnificence and 
Mtality, and (laid till the next day, to con- 
about meafures for preventing a rupture, 
ch he was fenfrble would be highly prejudi- 

to the interefl of Spain. Cortes upon this 
ifion (hewed the greateft moderation, and 
1 propofed to relinquifli the Mexican con- 
It to his competitor, while he and his fol- 
ers mould engage in fome other expedition. 
res de Duero being ftruck with this initance 
lis modefty and felf-denial, propofed an in- 
iew with Nar*vae%, to which Cortes imme- 
dy agreeing, the Secretary returned to Zem- 
r a, where he alfo obtained the confent of 
vaex. But after the time and place were 
tinted where they were to meet >n\*Jk srcfc^ y^ 
ds on each fide, Cortes iecei\fc^Tw^^ N%,kKfc 
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from Dusre* that Akf^tfrK, had rcfolvcd to lay tffi 
ainbufcade for Ms life, tfhich being confirmed by 
ethers, he wrote to his treacherous enemy to Jet 
htm know, that he was acquainted, with his *k- 
nVns, and w reproach him with his bafends- 
Having thus given vent to his indignation, be 
continued his march, and took his Ration within 
a league of Zempoaila, where his front was 
defended by a rher, and his rear by the neigh- 
bourhood of Vera Crat* Having potted proper 
centineb, and detached a number of icout.s, lie 
quartered his people in fbme cottages, where 
they were ihcltered from the fun, and allowed 
to take thtir repofe. 

Nar<v&tfz being Informed of this difpofition^ 
drew up his army, caufed war to be declared, 
at the head of his troops, with the offer of x 
reward nf arinn rnpr+"t nf ei(*hr to nnv nprfnn 
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yrtes would pafs the river in fuch a night, re- 
lated in great diforder to Zempoal/a ; and in- 
nding to take the field again early in the 
orning, lodged his troops in the principal 
mple of the city, which was built upon an 
ninence, that had an afcent of many ill— 
•ntrived ftcps, which rendered it very difficult 
* accefs, on the top of which he planted his 
tillery. He fixed his head quarters in the mid- 
e tower, whither he retired with fome officers 
id about 100 foldiers, on whom he placed the 
eateft confidence : the reft of the army was 
ftributed in the other towers ; fome horfes were 
t to patrole in the neighbourhood of the town, 
id centinels placed in the avenues. 
Mean whil$ Andres de Duero fend one of his 
en to apprize Cortes of their retreat, and the 
anner in which they were difpofed, merely 
ith the view of his palling the night without 
\y apprehenfions of being attacked in his 
larters : but Cortes no fooner received this fo- 
rmation, than he refolved to take advantage 
" this favourable opportunity. Notwithftand- 
g the continuance of the tempeft, he aflem- 
ed his people without delay, and they having 
liTed the river with the water above (heir mid- 
e, he made a fhort fpeech, mentioning the 
anner in which the enemy were quartered, 
eir careleflhefs and fecurity: the eafe with 
hich they might be attacked and routed in the 
irk, before they could have time to be drawn 
> in their defence : and then expatiated on the 
folence and treachery of Narvaez, and the 
dice of bis own caiife. His fo\&&\* \>€ve^ 
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thus fired with refentment, called alone 
leii to the enemy* 

Cortex inflantly formed his troops int 
fmali battalions, the firil of which was 
the command of Gen&afo dt Sandw&I : 1 
cond was ltd by Chrifaval dc OJedj and 
in perfon took the command of the reft, f 
had orders to begin the attack by mount: 
fteps, and preventing all communication b 
the towers; C&rift&val was to aiTauk tht 
in which Narvatx lodged, while Cortes v 
men refolyed to fupport both attacks a 
fion mould require* Orders were given t 
drums mould beat and the trumpets fo 
foon as the a&ion begun, with a view 
creating the terror and confufton of the ( 
and the raoft profound filence being in tin 
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They therefore left their houfes, baggage and 
other incumbrances by the fide of a little brook, 
near the road, and pufhed forward with all 
poffible hafte. But notwithstanding this, the 
centinel winged by fear, had arrived a few 
minutes before them, crying aloud, the enemy 
is upon us ; but being inftantly carried before 
Narvaez, he flighted his intelligence,and thought 
it impofftble that Cortes mould venture to march 
in fuch a dark tempeftuous night, or prefume to 
attack him with fuch an handful of men. 

A little after midnight Cortes reached Ztmpo- 
aUa without being difcovered by the enemy's 
cavalry, and not only entered the town, but 
came in fight of the temple without finding 
any guards, or being challenged by one centi- 
nel. This happened at the very inftant when 
the foldicr was telling Narvaesc that Cortes was 
marching towards the place with his whole ar- 
my : But though he was di (believed by that 
obftinate commander, his foldiers had taken to 
their arms, and were in fome degree prepared 
for their defence. Cortes foon perceiving that 
he was difcovered and had no time to lofe, 
began the attack, by ordering Gonzalo de San- 
doval to mount the fteps, when thofe who were 
upon guard with the artillery fired two or three 
pieces, and their report was inftantly fucceed- 
ed with the noife of the drums, trumpets, and 
the confufed cries of the foldiers, who flew to the 
defence of the fteps. The difpute foon came to 
the pike and the fword, and Sandoval was hard 
preited in his attempt to force his way in fgite 
of the di/advantage of tht gpwxA, wA <ka 

Vol. II. Y fayftfstel 



diford'.T, after having abanacnea u 
fome living to their quarters, w 
repaired to the gate of the prim 
where the difputc was renewed, a; 
time continued with great obilinacy 
frari-aez having put on his ai 
erted his utmoil endeavours to rally 
ed troops, and with great refolutiou 
to the mid ft of the battle, where h 
thruft out with a pike, he fell dow 
am a ckaA man. This com pleated tl 
of his folcliers, fome of whom abar 
while others flood as if they had be 
it ruck, and others again, fought u 
order, that they were eafily routei 
general taken prifoner. An end v 
to the difpute ; for the enemy (hut i 
in the towcis, while the follow* 
having nobody to oppofe them, pro 
victory with loud acclamations, wh 
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Jjofe that thefe were the auxiliaries of Cortes 
marching to his afiillance. 

Cortes at length putting a flop to the fhouts of 
the people, caufed the artillery to be turned 
again ft the towers, and proclaimed a general 
pardon for thofe who would furrender, with 
advantageous conditions to fuch as would enter 
into his fervice, and free liberty to thofe who 
were defirous of returning to Cuba. This flep 
being taken in the iirft tumult of their fear, 
was attended with great fuccefs ; for thefe terms 
were no fooner propofed at the three towers, 
than both officers and foldiers came in whole 
companies to furrender, when Cortes received 
them with the greateft kindnefs, though he 
caufed them to be divided, and put under a 
proper guard till the light mould give him an 
opportunity of difcovering who they were. He 
then went to vifit Narvaez. That gen tie it an 
having been committed to the care of Sandoval, 
had his wound already drefled, and feeing him 
enter the apartment, cried, Thank God, Captain 
Cortes, for your fuccefs ', in making me your prifon- 
#r. Thanks be to God for all things > friend r Nar- 
vaez, be returned, but vanity apart > Hook upon 
this *ui&ty 9 and your imprifonment, among the leaft 
confiderable acliot.s that have been performed in 
this country. 

Cortes being now informed that one of the 
towers commanded by Sahatierra and Diego 
Velafqutz. the younger, refufed to furrender, he 
ordered two pieces of artillery to be planted 
againft it ; but the defendants called for quar- 
ters at the very firft difchw^e, viWv^uau **Vt- 



teen private nn.-.* 

At day break the 2 goo Cbinantlam 
when Cotes was g'ad of letting his 
fee, that he was not deftitute of allic 
the vanquifhed were filled with fliar 
ceiving the fmall number of men b 
they had been entirely defeated, an 
their carelefsnefs and the infolence of j 
Cortes had many friends among them, 
firing to be inlifted in his array, their 
was foon followed by all the other ] 

\ j and not a fingle man exprefied the li 

l-; i ; nation to return to Cuba. 

Thus Cortes 9 by his admirable con 

: i ! bravery, found himfelf in a few hoi 
head of above 1000 Spaniards; the < 
mies he had to fear, were fafe in his 
he had a fleet of eleven (hips and feve 
tines at his difpofal, and he had the c 
feeing the laft effort of Diego de Feb 
* : ~.i " frn ft rated. Nar<vaeiCs horfe neve 
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>to ZempoaHa, and the army was allowed to con- 
tinue Tome days in quarters of refrefliment. 

CHAP. XII. 
Jportes marches back to Mpxico to the Affiance pf 
Alverado, againft <wbom the Mexicans had taken 
up ArntSy where he finds the People in a violent 
ferment. His troops are federal Times attacked, 
and his Offers of Peace rejecled. Motezuma ha- 
ranguing the Mexicans, in order to perfuade them 
to lay donun their Arms, is mortally wounded, 
and dies conjuring Cortes to revenge bis Fall. 

WHILE Cortes continued in his quarters 
of refreihment, he difmifled the Chinan- 
tlans with prefents, and was vifited by the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring villages, and by 
the Caciques of the adjacent countries, who all 
came to congratulate him upon his fuccefs : 
but notwithstanding his good fortune he could 
not be eafy, when he reflected upon ^/i^ra&'j 
iituation, fince he knew him to be encompafled 
with enemies, and at the mercy of a Prince who 
might be perfuaded to facrificc him and his few 
troops for the advantage of the Empire. He 
therefore refolded to return to Mexico, and that- 
^either Motezuma nor his people might be ofFend- 

£i at his returning with fuch a numerous body, 
e propofed to divide his army, and employ the 
greateft part of it in other conquers. 

While Cortes was taking thefe meafures, a letter 
from Alverado obliged him to alter his fcheme, 
fty this Jester he was informed, tkaxSfcv Sqfcft. ^ 



the foklier who brought tnis icnc 
companicd by an AmbafHidor from 
who pre ill' d Cortes to return as fbon 
and allured him, that tho' his own 11: 
at (lake, he would never abandon Al 
Upon receiving this intelligence. 
; ■ his officers unanimoufly agreed, tl 

' ; was to be loft. Roderigo RavgeU a p 

;' j proved fidelity, was immediately a] 

! P utv governor or" Vera Cruz ; and 

: j was left at Zetnpoalla, after whic 

l: amounted to iooo foot and 100 h 

■ ! having fent an anfwer to Motc%un 

\ ; ther to Alverado* with an account o 

and afiurances of his coming to th 
began his march, the army talti 
j routs, in order to be the more e; 

■j ; . with provifions. TMy rendezvouf 

,' ■ j cala, at which city they werereceiv 

! ! joy and afFe&ion. That republic f 
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half burnt. On his entering Mexico, the fub- 
urbs weie abandoned ; the bridges, by which 
the ftfeets had a communication with each other, 
were broken down, and a profound filence 
reigned over the city. Thefe fufpicious fymp- 
toms made Cortes order the infantry to flacken 
their pace, while the cavalry marched before 
to reconnoitre : but the Spaniards who had been 
left in the city, foon difcovering the army, 
raifed a great fhout, and removed his appre- 
henfions. Pedro de Alverado with his people 
received them at the gate of his quarters, in 
a tranfport of joy, and Moteztima himielf went 
to the outward court to meet Cortes, whom he 
embraced with all the marks of a fincere affec- 
tion. -/ 

Cortes having taken proper meafures for the 
fecurity of the troops, retired with Aherado, to 
inquire into the caufe of that {edition among 
the Mexicans, which had put him in fuch dan- 
ger ; when that officer informed him, that foon 
after his departure the nobles had behaved with 
lefs refped than ufual. That from the informa- 
tion of a trufty fpy he learned that they held 
frequent affemblies in private, and that a con- 
fpiracy wa« concerted againft the Spaniards \ in 
which it was agreed to aflemble the inhabitants 
under thepretence of celebrating annual dances 
called Mitates, when the nobles were to ha- 
rangue the populace, and immediately proceed 
to the Spanijb quarters, in order to extirpate 
the infolent ftrangers, who kept their Emperor 
prifoner,. and treated even their Gods with con- 
tempt. 



ing considerable quumu** _. 
near the temple, upon which fct I 
anticipate the execution of their Jbta 
tacking them before they flumid \ 
either to take arms, or to wife the 
This ill-judged fcheme he put in «rtfcc 
lefc the fort with his 50 men muler th 
of feeing the diversion, and pmc 
Mexicans intoxicated with bono*, *fc 
difperfed them without oppofit*Hi 5 ttm 
being killed and wounded in their i 
Spaniards Gripped them of their jewel 
ornaments ; after which Jfl****** **** 
out even taking the meedftry flep» a 
the people, with his motives for cow 
action, whence it was natuitjUy iapn 
avarice. The people incenfed at feet 
bility flaughsered and pillaged before 
now ran to arms, and railed a very 
infurre&ion. They had ievenl tisi 
~- "- ~ »*t*m. and being hi ike 
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Cortes cenfured Al e uerado very feverely for his 
rafhnefs in leaving the quarters, when the city 
was in fuch a commotion ; blamed him for con. 
Dealing from Motexuma, the fir ft intelligence he 
had received, and for retiring without having 
informed the populace of the caufe of fuch a 
Violent aflault, and made Alverado fo fenfible of 
his indifcretion, that he defired to be imprifon- 
ed, in order to facilitate the reduction of the 
inraged multitude. 

The Mexicans made no attempt that night, 
but the fame myflerious filence prevailing the 
next morning, Cortes ordered Diego de Or dose to 
march through the principal ftreets, at the head 
of 400 Spanijb and TUfcalan foldiers, and if 
poffible to penetrate into their defigns. But 
Diego had not proceeded far, when he obferved 
a body of armed men, which had been detach* 
ed on purpofe to draw him farther from the 
q carters. He accordingly advanced a consider- 
able way in order to take fome prifoners ; but 
was all at ence oppofed by an innumerable mul- 
titude, who ran boldly up to his front, while 
another army, which had been concealed in the 
croft ftreets, attacked him in the rear : at the 
fame time all the terraces and windows on each 
fide were crowded with armed men, who fhowered 
Upon them an infinite number of arrows, darts 
and (tones. Diego perceiviug his retreat cut off, 
fo as to prevent his informing Cortes of his dan- 
ger, ordered his rear to face about, and part of 
his men to exert themfelves with their fwords 
And pikes below, while his fire arms were ufed 
igato/r thofe above. The hett o£ ^ wg^- 



they could nimn., .. 
the windows and terraces, being a 
time cleared by the fire-arms, Diego, 
ed to make his retreat, though he w 
to cut his way fword in hand. In tl 
ment he left feven foldiers dead upo 
and both himfelf and the greateft part < 

. were wounded. 

This event rendered Cortes but % 

! j that there was no room for negoti 

. | therefore refolved to fally out with i 

j part of his forces, in order to oblig 

' : fue for an accommodation. In the 

the Mexicans looked upon Diego's n 
flight, and followed him with incono 
ry, till they were terrified and drive 
the artillery from the Spanifb quart 
made a dreadful flaughter. They how 
within fight, and the ftreet9 were foon 
f with armed men, whofe drums and ft 

- »i^a fiqr n jj for an affault, they ad\ 



i ■ ! 
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otwithftanding the dreadful havock made among: 
hem by the cannon and fmall arms, advanced 
3 the very gates, which they endeavoured to 
at in pieces, with inftruments edged with flint, 
ome leaped upon the moulders or their com- 
panions, and others made ladders of their pikes 
nd lances in order to fcale the walls ; one fet 
f men were no (boner wounded and fell, but 
heir place was fupplied by others, who, as 
F they had been ftrangers to fear and com- 
affion, trampled upon the bodies of their 
riends, and fought like wild beads made doubly 
irious by famine and revenge. They were 
owever at laft repulfed, when they retired for 
over to the crofs ftreets, where they ftaid till 
ic approach of night, and then raifed another 
•rrible alarm, by beginning a very different 
ind of fight, for by (hooting fire-arrows into 
le quarters, they produced a dreadful confla- 
ration in feveral parts of the building, which 
>rced the Spaniards to break down %valls, to pre- 
en* the communication of the flames, and then 
» labour the greateft part of the night in repair- 
ig the breaches they had made, in order to put 
lemfelves again in a pofture of defence. 
The next morning the enemy appeared at a 
iftance, and though afraid of advancing with- 
I cannon (hot, challenged the Spaniards to come 
at to battle, with many injurious reproaches. 
ones who had refolved to make a fally, took 
lis opportunity to inflame the minds of his 
ildiers with a fhort fpeech, and finding them 
npatient of delay, divided his whole force in- 
) three battalions, pwo of whidv vj w &xs&*& 



nor could the fire-arms pm a *i~ r ._ 
of ilones and javelins that were th 
the windows and balconies, till fin 
foine of" the houfes. The Mexico. 
at lait gave way ; but as they retre: 
clcwn the bridges of the ftreets, wh: 
the Spaniards to fill up the canals, 
could profecute the victory. While 
thus advancing, the two battalions < 
multitude that had pofTeflion of the 
the fides, and drove the enemy b< 
till they entered a large fquare, whe 
liivifions joined, when the Mexicans h 
(lives to flight with as much precipita 
had before nvide their attack. 

Ccrtes did not think proper to allc 
to engage in the purluit, but havi 
or twelve foldiers in the action, reti 
oppodtion. The lofsof the enemy v 
that the dead bodies lay in heaps, 
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wheels, each of which was capable of contain- 
ing 20 or 30 men, who might fight under cover, 
fet houfes on fire, and deftroy the barricados 
raifed in the principal ftreets. Having finifhed 
thefe machines, he made a fecond (ally with the 
principal part of the Spaniards* together with 
the whole body of ffqJcaJans, who had fought 
with great bravery in the laft engagement. He , 
alfo took fome pieces of artillery, the wooden 
towers, and a few led horfes, that were to be 
ofed occasionally.*! 

The Mexicans were now commanded by the 
principal nobles, who had greatly augmented 
the army, and waited for the Spaniards in pro- 
found filence ; but the latter had no fooner be- 
gun their march, than they were fuddenly fur- 
prifed with the hoarfe and difagreeable found 
of their fea-fliells and drums, added to the fhouts 
of an innumerable multitude, which advanced 
with nnufual regularity, and amazing refolution, 
giving and receiving the firft charges without 
being difordered. When they were forced to 
give way, they retired leifurely, without turning 
their backs, and renewed the fight at every canal, 
or barricado, with fuch obftinacy, that they 
were not to be diflodged without the artillery. 
They difcharged their arrows and lances in a 
regular manner. Some fwam about the canals 
fearchine for opportunities to wound the Spani- 
ards with long pikes, while others call from 
the windows, balconies, and terraces, large 
flones and fragments of rocks provided for that 
purpofe, by which the moving towers were 
hon {battered to pieces : and, V& &ai\ > <wt^a^»' 
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or mo v..,. , 

the Mexicans loll their lives, «i*v* ... 
much cir.magcd by the burning of tl 
The Spaniards and their confederates 
pnl fcil with ftxh bravery, that they v, 
ed to difputc the ground by inches, 
drawing on before Cortes had made i 
grefs, he found it would be imp 
him to maintain the polls he had ga 
there -ore retired to his quarters, wi 
of 40 men, who were chiefly Tlafa 
with 50 Spaniards much wounded, 1 
receiving a mot with an arrow in his 
1 le now began ferioufly to reflect, tha 
(landing all the advantages he had 
over the Mexicans, his numbers in a 
fuch victories would be great] v dimin 
that in cafe of a general revolt again 
ma, they might eafily ftarve him in 
ters; nor was the Emperor himfelf 
uneafinefs. From the higheft turret 
- 1 +\„> battle, and • 
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falacc, refume the reins of government, and quell 
the feditions of his people. 

Cortes readily confented to this propofal, and 
rcfolved to retire for the prefent, that he might 
have leifure to concert a new plan, and be en- 
abled to execute it with a better profpedl: of 
fuccefs : but his conference with the Emperor 
was interrupted, by his being told that the ene- 
my was advancing with great fury, to make a 
general attack upon the quarters. They rulhed 
on with prodigious impetuofity, and in fpite of 
the havock made among them by the artillery and: 
fraall arms, behaved with fuch bravery that 
fome of them got over the walls, which obliged 
Cortes to form a body of referve in the principal 
court, whence he occafionally fent detachments 
to fupport fuch as were hard pre/Ted or fatigued 
with a&ion. 

While the aflault was thus carrying on with 

amazing vigour, Motexuma propofed to fhow 

kimfelfto the people from the wall, in order 

to command the populace to retire, and order 

•he nobles to come unarmed into his prefence, 

that he might take proper meafures to redreft 

their grievances. This motion being approved 

by Cortes y the Emperor immediately adorned 

himfelf with the enfigns of royalty, the crown, 

the mantle, and the jewels worn on the mofl 

fclemn occafions, and then mounted the terrace, 

With the principal Mexicans who continued in 

his fervice, one of whom advancing to the rails, 

called with a loud voice, that the great Mote- 

stuma had condefcended to come forth, and re- 

drefs their grievances. His name was wo (cooes 

Q^2 \&Kfc.- 
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mentioned, than the out cries of the people ceaf- 
cd, and they flood filent and motion Jefs, as if 
awed by fomething fupernatural, and when he 
appeared the whole multitude humbled them- 
felves to the earth. He looked around him 
with a majeftic air, and diftinguifhing the nobles 
in the crowd, defired them feverally by name 
to approach, thanked them for the zeal and 
affection they had (hewn in his fervice, and re- 
prefented to the people that they were actuated 
by a principle of miftaken loyalty ; that his re- 
ading among the Spaniards was not the effe&of 
compulfion ; that he was refolved to difmifsthem 
from his court, and therefore defired his fubje&s 
to lay down their arms. 

Tim condcfcenfion made fuch an imprcflion 
upon the hearers who had been ufed to obey 
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all their care, he was wounded in fcvcral places, 
and received a terrible blow with a ftone upon 
one of his temples, which brought him to the 
ground. Cortes having caufcd him to be carried 
to his apartment, refolved to be revenged on the 
authors of this misfortune. But he then could 
flnd no enemy on whom he could wreak Iris ae- 
venge, for the Emperor no fooner fell, than the 
Mexicans , ftruck with horror and confirmation, 
inftanrly fled. 

Motszumahzd. fcarcely recovered his fenfes, than 
he became frantic with rage ; imprecated the 
moft dreadful curfes upon his rebellious fubjedts* 
and refufed to liften to the remonitrances ancj 
confolations of Cartes, who in vain endeavoured 
to comfort him. He tore the bandages and 
plaifters from his wounds, and even attempted 
to put an end to his life, which made it necef- 
ftry to reftrain him by force, and then he ab- 
folutely refufed to take any manner of fuftenr 
ance. The wound in his head was very danger- 
ous, and the agitation of his mind foon ren- 
dered it mortal. Cortes joined with Father Bar- 
tholomew lie Obnedp in perfuading him to renounce 
his idolatry ; but all their arguments were to no 
purpofe, and he expired after haying conjured 
the General to revenge his death. 

Motexuma's unhappy fate filled Cortes with 
great concern. He had an afFe&ion for that 
Prince, and all his hopes had centered in his 
voluntary fubmiflion to the King of Spain. He 
was now obliged to form a new plan, and to 
-quit all the advantages he enjoyed by his influ- 
ence ap the court of Mkxico* TV^ fc& <fcw* 
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he took, was appointing fix of /• 
principal attendants, tome of whom were Prh 
to carry out his body to the rebels, with on 
to ttll the Princes who headed them, tla 
had, fent them the eorpfe of their late S< 
reign, whom they them f elves had murde 
and who, before his death, bad earned! y < 
jured him to revenge his wrongs, and du 
them for their abominable rebellion. Bt 
he imagined that the infurreclion was not 
proved by the nobles, he once more prop' 
peace, and was ready to agree to any reaibn 
conditions ; but fhould they negleft hii proj 
he would treat them as the worll of rebels, 
a5 his refpefl for MoUxutna could no longer 
derate his refcntracut, he would lay walk t 
city with fire 2nd fwori, 

The bearers of the ccrpfe were met 
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the eleventh in the number of Emperors, and 
the fecond of that name. He left four fons, 
and three daughters ; two of the former, who 
lived with their father in his confinement, were 
afterwards killed by the Mexicans in Cortes' s 
retreat. The daughters afterwards embraced the 
chriftian religion, and were married to Spaniards : 
But the moft diftinguifhed of his defendants was 
one of Motezuma's fons, who at his baptifm 
took the name of Don Pedro de Motexuma y and 
received many favours from his moft Catholic 
Majefty, who gave him confiderable poffeflions 
in New Spain, with the title of Count of Mote- 
xurna, which his pofterity ftill enjoy. 

chap. xnr. 

The War carried on afrejb againfi Cortes, who 
e/capts the moft imminent Dangers, and every 
where defeats the Indians. He retires from 
Mexico with his Army by Night ; but is ajfaulted 
in hif Retreat , and lofes many Men ; however be 
at length obtains a great Viclory over the united" 
Forces of Mexico, by Jeizing the Royal Stan- 
dard. 

THE Mexicans made no attempt upon the 
Spanijh quarters while the Emperor re- 
mained ill of his wounds , which Cortes attri- 
buted to their being filled with horror at the 
thoughts of the crime they had committed ; but 
it was really owing to the nobility being wholly 
employed in the iuawvwfcUou tft Sufe^a 



r:tl, all the Itreets were, by break of <3 
with armed men. They had alfo pu 
gam fen in the towers of the temp 
commanded part of the Spanijb quarte 
impoitaut poit which was defended by 5 
n.en of the nobility, Cortes refolved at 
10 carry. Me therefore drew the -gre 
of his ilrength out of the quarters, ai 
fonr.ed feveral battalions, fufheient t 
A\ communication between the towei 
Indians in the Greets, he ordered Ca 
t'.lw with a confiderable detachment, 
the temple, which was of difficult acci 
officer marched to the lower porch w: 
pofition ; but fuddenly the defendant 
upper porch difcharged fuch a mower 
arrows, large Hones, and half-burnt 
timber provided for that purpofe, that 
ants were thrown into diforder, and ol 
retreat in confufion, after their having 
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pidity, as infpired his followers with the ambi- 
tion to imitate his example. In an inftant the 
altion was renewed with furprizing obfHnacy. 
The brave defendants fought hand to hand like 
inen refolved rather to cue than to furrender. 
The very Priells fell fighting valiantly, exhort- 
ing the people to (hew their courage in defence 
of their Gods, and they all fuirered themfelves 
to be cut in pieces to a man, before the Spani- 
ards could get pofleffion cf the poft. In the heat 
of this engagement, two Mexicans who had de- 
voted their lives to the fervice of their country, 
feeing Cortes upon a tower threw down their 
.arms, ran up to him, and ftooping down like 
fupplicants, feized him, and endeavoured to 
throw him over the rails ; but after ftruggling 
with him for fqmetime, he had the good for- 
tune to difengage himfelf ; upon which, they 
threw themfelves headlong from the tower, an$ 
their brains were da&ed out againil the pave- 
ment. 

Cortes then feized a confiderable quantity of 
provifions which he found in the temple, and 
ordered it to be coveyed to his quarters, which 
being done, he commanded the Tlafcalans to 
fet fire to feveral houfes, that the artillery might 
command the whole edifice. He then took a 
view of the engagement below, and perceiving 
the Spaniards clofely prefled in the principal 
ftreet which they defended with great difficulty, 
4ie Immediately mounted his horfe, and hailed 
to their affiftance, ordering Efcobar to follow 
with his men, with all poffible expedition. In 
ihe mean time he attacked ths tav\\\L\\a&s. -as. ^ 
Jiefld of his cavalry, k\\VVn£ ox vjo\x\^v^% * 



tie Duero, and wcic v — 
him as a facrifice to their God*. v«<*»~ 
Hew upon them with iuch fqry, *s tl 
whole party into confulion, and D*tr+t 
opportunity of drawing a dagger, which t 
overlooked, when they had attempted tx 
him, and inftantly freed himfelf by the i 
thofe who held him \ then recovering ] 
and lance, the two friends £rOKe thr 
oppofition. The Mexico** nowtretft 
great precipitation* and the Genetal h 
with his troops into the qnarten, after J 
made a dreadful havock among the etw 
burnt a confiderable part of the city.. /■ 
The next day the enemy 'dfefte* * 
which being granted by Cories, feverd 
nobles approached' the walls, and in th 
of the new Emperor, propofed .that- t)p 
ards mould inftantly nuuph down to tW t 
and leave the country,, open which c 
— >W>A to put an end to all hoi 
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To this Cories replied, that the Spaniards did 
■net pretend to be immortal, though they were 
fo fupefior to the Mexicans, that with his hand- 
ful of men he would deilroy the whole Em- 
pire ; but being moved by the calamities, they, 
through their own obftinacy, had fufFered, he 
was refolved to depart, and that he only waited 
till the neceflary preparations were made for his 
march, and other articles agreed upor\for the 
reciprocal advantage of both parties. The no- 
bles feemed pleafed with this anfwer, though 
the overtures ihey had made were intended to 
anfwer a very different purpofe. It had been 
agreed by the new Emperor and his council, 
that inftead of expofing themfclvcs to fuch ter- 
rible (laughter, as the people had always fuffered 
from the artillery and other fire-arms, they 
(hould dillrefs the Spaniards by famine, and 
amufe them with negotiations, till they mould 
be weakened and difpirited By hunger, when 
they might fall upon them to greater advantage. 
They recollected that Motezuma's three fons and 
Other perfons of diitin&ion were prifoners in the 
Spanijb quarters, but willingly devoted them as 
facrifices to the good of their country, except 
their chief Prieft, whom they refolved if poffible 
to deliver. 

The Deputies therefore returned the fame 
evening with a propofal, that fome of the Mexi- 
an prifoners mould be fent with inftruclions to 
he Emperor, artfully hinting that the moil 
>roper perfon would be a certain ancient Prieft, 
vho being an intelligent man would be able to 
emove whatever du&cuWifcs m\^JftX \s* ^axxsk. 
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as little time as poflible to form obftTuclions, by 
beginning their march that very night. The 
carpenters had no fooner finimed the bridge, 
which was to be moved from one opening in 
the caufeway to another, than Cortes fent ano- 
ther Mexican in order to amufe the enemy with 
farther propofals of peace while he made the 
proper difpoficions for his retreat. His vanguard 
he ordered to confifl of 200 Spanijh foldiers with 
the choiceft of the Tlafcalans, and 20 horfe : 
The rear guard was to confiit of a ftill larger 
Dumber of horfe! and foot ; and the prifoners, 
the artillery and baggage with the main body 
of the army were to be in the centre. This 
order being fixed, he cauied the treafure to be 
brought into his apartment, and taking one fifth 
for the King, in what was moil portable, he de- 
livered it to the commiflary with fome wounded 
horfes for the carriage ; but the remainder which 
amounted to upwards of 700,000 pieces of eight 
he propofed to leave as a dangerous incum- 
brance ; but finding the foldiers unwilling to 
lofe their (hare, he gave them leave to take what 
they could conveniently Carry, in confequence 
Of which fome of the moil avaritious, who were 
among thofe who came with Narvaez, loaded 
themfelves fo heavily, that they daggered under 
their burdens. 

Cortes having taken thefe previous fteps, en- 
couraged the foldiers by a fhort fpeech,and about 
midnight they began their march with great 
filence and circumfpection, being favoured by 
the wettiefs of the weather, and the darknefs 
of the night. The bridw vt\k\Ocw\t%& w\*&>»- 

Vol. U. *. *» 
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Cortes on his reaching the fhorc ordered the 
men ■ to be formed as faft as they arrived, and 
then returned to the caufeway, entered into the 
engagement, and animated the men by his pre- 
fence and example. He caufed each fide of the 
caufeway td b~ lined with foldiers who were to 
repel the enemy, while the reft marched between 
them in the centre, and to facilitate the march, 
he ordered the artillery to be thrown into the 
water, but notwithstanding all his vigilance, 
part of the rear guard was cut in pieces, the 
bridge being deftroyed by the Mexicans in the 
canoes before thefe unhappy men could pafs it, 
and thefe chiefly confifted of thofe who had fo 
overloaded themfelves with treafure, that they 
were incapable of exerting themfelves in their 
own defence. 

The army having paflbd over the hke by 
break of day, halted near Tabuca, to give time 
to thofe who had efcaped from the battle to 
join their friends ; a precaution which faved the 
lives of feveral Spaniards and Tlafcalans, who 
had fwam aihore, and concealed themfelves in 
fome fields of maize till the morning. Thefe 
brought intelligence that the laft divifion of the 
rear guard was intirely cut off, and the troops 
being reviewed, their lofs was found to amount 
to about 200 Spaniards, above 1 000 Tlafc.alans y 
and 46 horfes, with all the Mexican prifoners, 
who, in the darknefs and confufion of the night, 
were treated as enemies by their own country - 
men. The Spaniards were much dejected at 
finding how greatly their number was dimi- 
niJhed ; at the lofs of their atuWerj , as& *&■ ^ NR - 
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pf the Spaniards, and retard their march, till 
Jthey themfelves had difcharged their laft duty 
to the fons of Motexuma.' At length the whole 
body of the Mexicans appeared, and joining the 
pthers, attacked the army with great impetuo- 
fity. Cortes placed his fire-arms and crofs-bows 
in the front, and then ordered the horfe to ad- 
vance and charge the Indians, which they dyi 
with great fuccefs ; but their enemies continually 
jncrealing, the Spaniards were fatigued with kill- 
ing them, and began to defpair of their ever 
being able to rout i'uch a prodigious multitude, 
when Cortes perctiving an edifice with turrets on 
the top of an eminence near the field of battle, 
refolved to gain that poft, which he effected, 
though with great difficulty. As this building 
was a temple, that had a fpacious court, encom- 
paiTed by a wall and feveral towers, it was eafi- 
Jy defended. The Spaniards here found fhelter 
from the danger to which they had been expo- 
fed, and on account df this fignal relief, after- 
wards erecled an hermitage on the fpot, which 
is dill known by the name of Nueflra Fennora 
de Los Remedies, or Our Lady of Relief. 

The Mexicans approached near the walls ; 
but having difcharged a great number of ar- 
rows, retired towards Mexico ; however the 
Spaniard* perceived from the tops of the towers 
that they halted in the plain, where they di- 
vided into feveral bodies, Cortes having poft* 
ed his guards and centinels, ordered fires to be 
rmdc to .burn the arrows that lay in heaps 
about the place. The men were ^ftc(bsA^^& 
fame grovijSons they found \ti && wa^fc, *^V 
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what the Indians- had faved with their 



baggage, and had their wounds dreffed, the 
linncn horfe-cloths ferving for lint and ban- 
dages. Thefe ncceflary talks being performed, 
Cortes called a council of hib officers, and pro- 
pofed as this poll could not be maintained for 
want of provifions, and as they could not hope 
t ) make their retreat while furrounded by fuch 
a multitude of the enemy, they fhould feize this 
< p ortunity of continuing their march during 
tuc night, in order that they might be two or 
three lengucs from the Mexicans the next morn- 
ing. This propoial being unanimoufly approv- 
ed, Lrr.e hours reft were allotted for the re- 
irei'.miLi'.t of the people, who were dreadfully 
i»t : (MJv.u, and moil of them wounded, and at 
from the ttmpk', leaving 
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and there they ftaid two days till the wounded 
were again able to travel. They now marched 
two days through a rocky and barren country, 
at a diflance from the great road, which they 
purpofely avoided, being without (helter in the 
night ; perpetually perfccuted by flying parties 
of Indians, and expofed to the extremes of hun- 
ger and thirft, which they endeavoured to 
aflwage by means of the herbs and roots they 
difcovered, till the death of one of the wound- 
ed horfes afforded relief to thofe who were 
thought in the greateft extremity. In the lad of 
thtfe marches, they reached a village, where 
the inhabitants provided every thing for their 
entertainment with an a:r of franknels and hof- 
pitality; which was no more than an ill judged 
flratagem defigned to lull the Spaniards into a 
carelefs iecurity. 

Early the next morning the army afcended a 
mountain, on the other fide of which was the 
valley of Otumba % when Marina obferved that 
the Indians, who (till followed at a diftance, 
fhouted and frequently exclaimed, •« proceed, 
tyrants, you'll foon arrive at the place where you 
will all pcriuV' Cortes took all poifiWe precau- 
tion to prevent being furprized : but on his 
reaching the top of the mountain, he found the 
paflage of the troops effectually obftru&ed by 
an immenfe multitude of armed men, who co- 
vered the extenfive plain of Otumba. Thefe 
were the Indians they encountered at the firft 
temple, reinforced by vaft numbers of people 
from Mexico, with the principal itoVAs* ^ xksks. 
head, who had fepamed VaXo to^&Was* 
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■ ..vi r.irrched by different roads with fuch cx.- 
i <-.\\i jn a* to get the itart of the Spaniards znd 
*rhc in thib fpacious plain, where there was no 
i::i!i:,».r of their being e*nbarrafled tor want of 
room. The front of the army, which appeared 
Jr. -ill the uivcrfity of the colours and ltantJards, 
of different nations, extended along the 
b/cadth of the valley, but the eye could 
H.-.'ich the extremity of the rear. In the 
■iii:;.' appeared the Captain -General of the 
.'/•:..■, tvi'/nc in a fumptuous chariot, upon 
-:/•■ i":.o! l'Jci ?l th..t he mi*;ht the better judge 
v ; ■•. .. or.cijs, and ice his orders punctually 
•f-s.-i. i\e-ir him was the royal itandard ui 
-■«/■ , v.h'.c'.i was a ;*• t < 1 mnif'y .c^M, fallen- 
1 lv) a pil'e, crowr.ed v\:tli a plume of vari- 
;dui feather.-, and this ::aiidard was no-r 
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to flank or inclofe the army, and the Tlafcalans 
ruftied into the thickeft part of the enemy. In 
this fir ft effort the Spaniards gained ground ; but 
the Mexicans fought with great obftinacy, and 
no ft >oner was one corps cut in pieces, than it 
was fucceeded by another : The battle being 
continually renewed by frefh fupplies of men ; 
fo that the Spaniards mult at laft have been 
fpent with inceflant labour and fatigue. Cortes, 
who fought on horfeback, fuccoured thofe who 
moft needed his afliftance, carrying death and 
terror wherever he came. While he was in this 
Situation, and was reflecting that the ftrength 
of his men muft foon fail, he recollected (hat 
he had heard among the Mexicans, that the 
whole fuccefs of the battle depended upon the 
royal ftandard, the lofing of which decided the 
fortune of the day. Upon which he inftantly 
reiblved to make an extraordinary effort, in or- 
der to obtain it, and commanded Sandoval Al* 
werado De Olid, and* Davila to follow and fe- 
cure his rear, while he, with his troop of horfe, 
charged that part which appeared weakeft and 
neareft the centre. This troop trod down whole 
battalions, and foon cut their way to the place 
where the Imperial ftandard was defended by 
a guard compofed of the nobles ; when Cortes 
fpurring his horfe through the midft of them, 
wounded the Captain-General, and 'threw him 
from his chariot with the firft ftroke of his 
Jance, and yuan de Salamanca, a private gentle- 
man, leaped from his horfe, difpatched the 
General, and feizing the ftan4ard, gave it into t 
jhe hands of Cortes. 



be killed in the battle and puifuit. ( 
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himfclf received a violent blow or 
with a ftono which battered his head- 
made a far*dl fra&ure in his fkull. 
l 4' which Cortes divided among the fo 

r very confiderable ; for the Mexicans 

r. E. , ' upon their number, which amounted t 

\ : -,^ came adorned with their beft jewe 

I certain triumph. 



i: 

i 



CHAP. XIV. 

Cortes marches to the City of Tlafcala 
Spaniards met fjcith a joyful R:ce t 
TIafcalans receive ah EmbaJJy fro, 
Emperor of Mexico to excite them i 
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fcon on the tops of the mountains, but they 
proceeded without molelr,ation,and the next day 
they entered the confines of Jlallala, when the 
whole army expre/Ted their joy by loud accla- 
mations, and the Tlafalafis killed the earth. 
Here they retted themfelves by a fine fpring of 
frcih water, when Cortes obferved to the people 
the great importance of preferring the friend - 
lb ip of the riafcalans, exhorted them to treat 
the inhabitants of the city with kindnefs and 
civility, and to avoid giving offence to the 
meaneil citiyen At noon Cortes entered Gua- 
Ipar, a conliderable town, where he was re- 
ceived with great hofpitality, and having quar- 
tered his troops there, he fent two Tlafealans 
to the Senate with an account of his retreat 
and fuccefs ; but the meflengers were fcarcely 
difmitied, when he was vifited by Magi/catzin, 
Old Xicotencal, with his fon, and others deputed 
by the Senate to compliment him upon bis 
return. They congratulated him upon his vic- 
tory, tcftified the deepeft concern for his wounds, 
lamented the lofs pf fo many Spaniards, in- 
veighed again ft the Mexicans, and offered to 
ailUt him in his revenge with all the forces of 
the republic and her allies. They propofed his 
immediately proceeding to the city, where 
quarters were already provided for the Spaniards. 
But he chofe to remain in his prefent fituation, 
till his people fhould be refrefhed and intirely 
recovered .from their fatigues, to which the 
Vla/calans the more readily a (Ten ted, as this 
would give them time to prepare foe Yva ?*- 
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1 both the nobles and people expreffed 
:ir concern, by conftantly enquiring after his 
tlrh Bat the Senate employing the mod 
pert phyficians of the country, he fpeedily 
:overed. 

Cortes now impatiently longed to know the 
te oP affairs at Vera Cruz, and therefore fent 
letter to the Governor, by an Indian courier, 
10 foon returned with an anfwer, that xio 
eration had yet happened in the garrifon 

on th,e coaft, and that Narmaez and SaU 
tiera were dill in fafe cuftody ; but that a 
rporal arid eight foldiers, who had been fent 
Tlafcala for the gold belonging to the gar- 
on, were not returned ; that it was reported 
long the Indians, that they were murdered ' 
the province of Tepeaca, and that it was fear- 

the wounded foldicrs belonging to Narvaez 
d met with the fame fate ; for being impatient 
reach Mexico, which they coniidered as the 
litre of their wealth, they as fall as they re- 
vered, had marched away from Zempealia 
r that city. Indeed the truth of this report 
is now confirmed by the Tlafcalans, who had 
therto concealed it from Cortes, left it mould 
:ard his recovery, and he had the morrificati- 
. to find himfeif thus deprived of a reinforce- 
jnt of near 50 Spaniards, who had been de- 
oyed by the Indians of Tepeaca. Cortes there- 
re refolved to be' revenged on that nation, 
lich lay between him and Vera Cruz, and the 
tfca/ans promifed to intercft therafelvcs in the 
arrel. 
Vol. If. S . K\> 
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by means of his friends, who privately magni- t 
fied the advantages of an alliance with the 
Mexicans, end reprefented their friendfhip for* 
the Spaniards, as a dangerous connexion, that 
would intail flavery and oppreflion upon them 
and their pofleiity. The Senate were foon in- 
formed of thdfi| praclicvs, andupon this occa- 
lion held a cdfcfultation, at which XicontencaV s 
father gave his opinion, that his fon fhould fuf- 
fer death, as a fower of fedition; but out of 
refpect to the grey hairs and character of the 
father, they were unwilling to deprive him of 
life ; they' however ordered that he mould be 
brought before them in chains, when they re- 
proached him for his perfidious dealings ; de- 
prived him of all the honours he enjoyed, and 
caufed him to be thrown down the flairs of the 
Senate-houfe. A few days sifter this degrada- 
tion, Xicotencal implored forgivenefs of Cortes \ 
Who did not know of his crime till after the 
punifhment was inflidted, and by his interpofl^ 
tion in his behalf, he was reftored to his former 
tank and honours .\? 

Xicotencal now endeavoured to atone for his 
fault by his diligence in afTembling the troops 
of the republic. Mean while the foldiers who 
came with Narvaez, being difgufted at the fa- 
tigues and dangers they had undergone, and in- . 
timidated at the thoughts of a new war, loudly 
exclaimed a gain ft the expedition to Tepeaca, and 
even delivered a formal proteftation to Cortes 9 
fignifying their refufal to undertake that enter- 
prize, and their defire to march utune&ax&i Sax 
JTavt Cruz, where they might \>s ntaxex «xVw^ 
S 2 
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Jn order to (lop their march, and formed an am- 
bufcade in fome fields of maize, which might 
Jbave turned to their advantage, had not their 
impatience occaiioncd their being difcovcred by 
Cortes, when at a conlidcrubJe diitance. He 
. however marched on as if he h.ixi not the leaft 
fnfpicion; but fuddenly wheeling about, attacked 
them with great fury, and made a prodigious 
llaughter. The battle foon became general ; 
but though the Tepeacans fought with great Ira- 
*rery, they were foon thrown into confufion, and 
being deferted by their Mexican allies, were to- 
tally routed, with the lots of almoft their whole 
^nny. They, therefore the fame night fent de- 
puties to implore the mercy of the conqueror. 

The next day Cortts marched with his army, 
into the city, where the inhabitants threw them- 
ielves at his feet with marks of extreme fear. 
But upon his ordering his interpreters to pro- 
claim King Charles, and a general pardon in 
the name of that Prince, their apprehenfions 
were converted into joy, and they intreated Cor- 
tes to take their city into his protection, that 
they might never more be influenced by the 
Mexicans to renounce their treaty with the Spa- 
niards. Cortes inftantly took advantage of this 
requeft, fortified the city with palifadoes and a 
trench, and built a kind of citadel to keep them 
jn obedience, and fecure the paflage to Vera 
Crux. But before this work was begun, he fent 
$11 the prifoners who had been taken in the bat- 
tle, to T/afca/a, where, by his direction, they 
were poblickly fold for flaves. 

S 1 ^^ 
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Some time after Xicotencal arrived with 3£,oofr 
more 11 oops, when Gortesy in order to keep them 
employed, lent different detachments under the 
conduct of" Spamjh officers, to reduce fome part* 
of the province of Tefeaca, from whence they 
reruin. d victorious, after they had inriched 
thcmlelves with a confiderable booty, and a 
«_Veat number of captives, who were alfo fold 
fur naves. 

y^'etlava r a Emperor of Alex ; co, dying about 
tliib time, the electors conferred the imperial 
dignity upon i^uatimox «, fon-in law to Mete- 
zi'f/uti a young Prince of ^reat fagacity, who 
immediately encouraged the, foldieis with" re- 
ward- and considerable privileges ; treated his 
noble.- \v:tii affability, and exempted his fubje&s 
from all tribute during the continuance of the 
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ioval de Olid, who was dirc&ed to repulfe the 
enemy, and take poflcilion of the town They 
proceeded very chearfully for fix leagues, when 
being about that diftance from Guacacbula, they 
were told by the peafants, that the Emperor of 
Mexico was marching againft them with all his 
forces, and this report made fuch an impref- 
iion upon Narvaez's foldier6, that they po- 
iitively refufed to proceed, and De Olid found 
it very difficult to prevail on them to break this 
refolution. This difpute was fcarcely ended, 
when feveral bodies of armed men were fcen ad- 
vancing towards thjai from the mountains with 
great expedition, upon which De Olid inftant- 
\y drew up his people in order of battle. How- 
ever fome horfe which he had fent out for intelli- 
gence, foon informed him, that thefe Indians 
were commanded by the Cacique of Guazocingo, 
and fome of his neighbours, whofe dominions 
had been lavaged by the Mexicans, and who 
were coming to affift the Spaniards. The 7/a/- 
talans however fufpc&ed their motives, and per- 
fwaded the Spaniards that they were not to be 
trufled, as they were probably fent by the Mexi- 
cans in order to Kail upon the Spaniards during 
the engagement. This opinion had fuch an 
effeft upon De Olid, that he immediately caufed 
the Caciques to be feized, and fent in irons to 
Cortes, who continued at Tefeaca. This incon- 
ilderate a&ion however produced no ill confe- 
quencc, for as the Indians really came with a 
defign to aft ft Cortes, they refolved to wait 
patiently for his, determination > vjYo&l- ^vj 
hoped would do juftice \o vWu fa&c\\vf * *sA 
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tttempted to crofs the river, and though his horfe 
vas killed under him, and himfelf wounded in 
be thigh, he with his troops gained the oppofite 
>ank, and drove the enemy injo the city, which 
hey made a fhew of defending ; but the Spaniards 
dad fcarce received orders for the attack, when the 
arks of the enemy fuddenly ceafed ; the gar- 
ifon difappeared, and the city was forfaken by 
lie inhabitants ; but fome of the fugitives, being 
brought back, were inftantly difcharged with the 
>ffer of a pardon and good treatment to all who 
Should return to their houies, and this had fuch 
in effect, that the town was almoft filled the fame 
by. The fpoil obtained in both thefe adtions 
Cortes dillributed among his new allies, and then 
returned with the Tlafcalans to Tepeaca, where 
the fort and fettlement was now compleated, 
to which he gaye the name of Seg&ra de la ' 
Tromtera.K 

CHAP. XV. 

Several Ships arrive upon the Coaft with Recruit* 
from Velafquez, <who all join Cortes. De- 
futationfent to the Court ©/'•Spain, to dejire more 
AJfiftance. The Spaniards march t&wafds Mex- 
ico. Cortes's Expedition againfi Tczeuco, 
where he Jets up a ne t w Cacique, 

AS H I P arrived about this time at St. Juan 
de Wua t with thiiteen Spanijb ibldieis, 
feme provisions and ammunition, and two taifct* 
kntby Diegg de Velafquez. Vo Karvftt%\ w^- 
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«fcape the danger of pafling the caufeways, and 
thefe he propofed to carry in pieces on the flioul- 
;ders of the Indian carriers, over the mountains of 
Tlafca/a, to a river in the neighbourhood of the 
lake. This fmgular project he communicated 
to Martin Lopez, who not only approved of the 
defign, but undertook to execute it with the ut- 
molt facility, and was therefore immediately lent 
to Tlafcala with all the Spanijb carpenters, and 
a number of Indians to cut wood. He at the fame 
time employed many hands in extracting pitch 
from trees that grew upon the mountains, and Tent 
others to the Volcano difcovcred by Diego de Or- 
daz, from whence they brought a large quantity of 
fulphur,whjch was made into gun- powder. Thefe 
previous fteps being taken, Cortes left inftrudions 
with the new council of Segura, and having ap- 
pointed a commander of the garriibn, which 
confifted of about twenty Spanijb foldiers, fet out 
for Tla/cala. 

It has been already obferved, that Francifco 
de Garay, governor of Jamaica, had fent to or- 
der Cortes not to make any fettlement on this 
ta coaft. But notwithstanding the difappointment 

"tie met with in having his meflengers feized, he 
now refumed the enterprize, and lent three (hips ; 
but his foldiers had no fconer landed, than they 
were attacked with fuch fury, by the Indians, 
that they were obliged to return to their (hips 
in great diforder. His fhips were afterwards 
Separated for fome days, wher^ each of them 
feve rally formed the fame defign, and without 
knowing the fentiments of each other, arrived 
almoU at the fame inftant on the, ccra& c& Vtra, 

fritz, in order to ferve under Cortes, ^V^*- 
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was very anxious. For this purpofe, he wrote 
a memorial to the King, which contained an 
account of all the incidents that had happened, 
from the time of his marching out of Zempoalla, 
fill his fetreat to Tlafcala, with an account of the - 
wealth, power and extent of the Mexican Empire, 
and the alliances he had concluded with the Indian 
nations, as the raoft proper means of bringing that 
tail and fertile country under the dominion of 
Spain. He defired fpeedy juftice again ft the 
proceedings of Diego de Velafquesc and Francifco 
de Garay, folicited fuccours of men, horfes, 
arms, and ammunition ; and befbught his Ma- 
jeity to fend fome ecclefiaftics of approved vir- 
tue,' to affitt father de Olnudo in the converfion of 
the Indiatrs.The two councils of Vera Crux and Se- 
gura, alfo wrote to his Majefty on thefe fubjecls. 

Cortes intruded thefe difpatches to the care of 
Diego de Ordaz, and Alonzo de Mendoza, who a 
few days after embarked for Spain, after their 
having received private inftruclions to conceal 
their commiflion, till they mould find Cortefs fa- 
ther and the two agents, with whom ' they 
were to adl in concert, and to give the greater 
weight to their joint follicitations, they carried a 
fecond prefent for the Emperor,* which confided 
of gold and fome curiofities. He at the fame 
time difpatched Jhnzo Davita, and Framifco 
Alvarez. Chito with letters to the regulars of St. 
Jerome, who prefided in the royal audience of 
St. Domingo, and had juriidiclion over all the 

Charles I. King of Spain, had Tome time before been 
raifed to the imperial throne, and was the fifth. Ron^s*- 
of that name. 
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inaiks of the royal favour were beftowed on 
Martin Cortes, on account of bis fon's merit ; 
fbme regulars were named for the converfioi* of 
the Indians, and a fleet was ordered to be fpeedily 
fitted out, with a fupply of men, ammunition, 
and horfes. 

Cortes in the mean time received another un- 
expected fupply of thirteen Sfanijb foldiers, who 
came in order to feek their fortunes, in a veffel 
that arrived at Vera Crux, laden with arms, 
gunpowder, and provifions. He therefore re- 
folved to begin his march, and as the troops of 
his allies were already affembled, he did not 
choofe to wait till the brigantines were finifhed. 
It was agreed that their firft attempt fhould be 
made upon Tezet/co, which being in the road 
from T/afca/a, and almoft upon the borders of 
the lake, they refolved to fortify and maintain 
as a fure retreat, where they might be fheltered 
from all the accidents of war. 

This refolution being taken, Cortes reviewed 
the Spaniards, who amounted to 540 foldiers, 
with 40 horfe, and nine pieces of artillery, that 
were brought on fhore from the (hips. This re- 
view was made with great orientation, in order 
to raife the admiration of the Indians, an innu- 
merable concourfe of whom were affembled ta 
Ice the fpe&acle, and they were fo delighted 
with the flying colours, and the dexterity of the 
foldiers in managing the horfes, handling their 
arms, and faluting the general, that they filled 
the air with acclamations of applaufe. Xicoten- 
cal, at the head of 10,000 'I/ofcalans, wck^v- 
merited Cortes, by appeaaingvnYta^c& ^kws^- 
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;who had fo warmly efpoufed their intercil, and 
declared his intention to punifli offenders with 
all the rigour of military difcipline ; reminded 
them of the honour they had already acquired ; 
reprefented the harveft of glory that lay before 
them, and protefled that he would upon all 
occaiions reward fuperior merit to the utmoft of 
his ability and judgment. 

After this fpeech, which was anfwered with 
•loud acclamations, he, on the feaft of Innocents, 
in the year 1520, put himfelf at the head of the 
army, which confiited of 60,000 men, and hav- 
ing before fun-fet marched fix leagues, took up 
Jiis quarters in Tezmeluca, a town on the confines 
of Mexico, under the jurifdiclion of Gua%ocingo 9 
who had provided plenty of provifions for the 
whole army. The next day they proceeded 
with all poflible precaution into the enemies 
country, and being informed that the Mexicans 
were a Hem bled on the other fide of a mountain, 
in the road to Tezeuco, halted all night in the 
open fields, making large fires on account of 
the weather. Early in the morning they began 
to afcend the mountain, which was overgrow u. 
with wood ; but having proceeded about a league, 
they found the way blocked up with trees, and 
fharp flakes fixed in the fand, in order to wound 
the horfes. However thefe impediments were foon 
removed by a ^detachment of zooo;Tlafcalans f 
and fmail parties were fent to guard again ft am- 
bufcades. Having marched two leagues farther, 
they arrived at the fummit of the mountain, from 
which they had a view of the peat lake q£ Mex\- 
sp, md faw fires fucceffivdy kra&\c& VwbA^&aa*- 
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2io The Conqu.fi of MEXICO, 

town-, a: finals of their approsch. Tbcri coir* 
tinuii.g their march till ihcy got clear of the 
wooes, they defcried the enemy's army at a great 
c'iiuuice. It filled a large plain, thiough which 
Tin a river coi'efced from the neighbouring hills, 
and over it was laid a fmall wooden bridge, 
which was left as a decoy to the Spaniards, whom 
they irifjne-ed to attack before they coold form 
on the u:her fide ; but as Cortes advanced, their 
courage failed them, and they gradually retired 
f:om the pafa, till part of the Spaniards had 
croliLd the bridge, when 20 horfe, and a body 
of •// •'■•■Unas being detached to keep them in [lay, 
ti.<7 ilui with great precipitation, and took (belter 
?.ir.on:; the rocks and mountains, whether Carta 
d:: 1 n .- think fie to purfue them. 
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This Prince was probably Cacumazin, who 
had oecn dupoflefled by Motezuma, and reftored 
by 'he new Emperor on account of his inveteracy 
againft the Spaniards. However this be, Cortes 
called a council of his officers, let them know 
the propofals he had received, and that he 
doubted the Cacique's fincerity. Upon which 
it was ffefolved to proceed with great precaution, 
and in the mean time to embrace, with feeming 
pleafure, the proferred alliance, in order to ob- 
tain a free entrance into the town, where they 
might continue upon their guard, and act as co 
caiion mould require. Cartes theiefore ,dif« 
patched the Ambafladors with thank?, and that 
night lodged in a village by the town, which 
was defer ted by its inhabitants, a circumilance 
that increaied the General's iufpicion, efpeci- 
ally as the Cacique did not come out to congra. 
tulate him upon his arrival. In the morning he 
was preparing to attack ^he town, when he 
found the gates open, and having entered with- 
out refinance, he advanced in order through the 
ilreets 'till he arrived at a large fquare, in which 
he drew up the greateft part of his men, while 
the"jrell guarded the avenues. The inhabitants, 
who in leveral places appeared in crowds, had 
all the figns of fear, and as there was not a 
woman to be feen, the General made no doubt 
of their having formed fome hofiile defign. He 
therefore difpatched feveral Spanijb officers, and 
fome TIa/ca/ans, to take pofTeflion of the chief 
temple, which being performed, they obferved 
great numbers of the inhabitants flying (<$\xssz xa 
tbe mountains, ar,d others in ca&im xo "NUxUa* 
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-the youth was fon to the elder brother of Cacuma- 
zin, and heir to the crown, which that ufurper 
had pofleiTed, after murdering the lawful Sove- 
reign, and that he had rendered himfelf odious 
by his tyranny and oppreflion. Upon hearing 
thefe circumitances, Cortes refolved to raife thza 
young Prince to the throne, and the next day 
caufed him to be crowned with great folemnity, 
when the people exprefled their fatisfa&ion by 
the loudeft acclamations. In confequence of this- 
revotution, the city .was foon repeopled by the 
return of thofe families that .had fk-d to the 
- mountains ; the Mexicans were declared the 
enemies of the city, and the Spaniards revered 
£s its benefactors. 

€ H A P. XVI. 

•Cortes marches to the City of Iztapalapa, where he 
and his Army narrowly efcape being drowned. 
The War with Mexico renewed. Several Bri» 
gantines buih by Cortes's Order at 2empoalla, 
brought in Pieces to Tezeuco in order to navi- 

v gate the Lakes of Mexico. He takes federal 
TowuSi but is repulfcd at Tacuba, and his Army 
xxpojed to great Danger ; whereupon hs retut tis 
to Tezeuco. 

CORTES, in order to facilitate his enter- 
prize upon Mexico, and to "employ his In- 
dian allies, now refqlved to advance with t^tt.c£ 
his foices to the city of fotftbcW-a, W^\x^V*- 
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multitude of the enemy, they were obliged to 
lace about in order to iuftain their attack, 
which was very violent : the Mexicans however 
being foon repulfed with confiderable lofs, the 
array reiumed their march $ but notwithlUnding 
this, the enemy rally'd, and twice returned to the 
charge, by which thty loft above 6cco men. 

While Cortes continued at Tezeuco, many of 
the neighbouring Caciques came to enter into an 
alliance with him againft the Emperor of Mexico, , 
and among others, deputies arrived in great hafte 
from the provinces of Cha'co and Otumba, to 
folic it affiltance a gain ft an army of Mexicans, 
that appeared upon the frontiers, in order to 
punifh them for having entered into an allianc? 
with the Spaniard. Cortes refolving to grant 
them immediate afliftance, detached Gonza/o de 
Sandova/ a.nd Francijco de Lugo with 200 Spaniards^ 
1 5 horfe, And a body of Tutfia/ans. Thefe were 
attacked in their march by a body of Mexicans, 
who lay in ambufcade ; but though they were ea- 
fily routed, they afterwards a&mbled a formida- 
ble army in the road ; however Sandoval and Lugo 
being apprized of their defign, advanced in great 
order, and though the Mexicans rufhed upon them 
with much impctuofity, they met with fo warm 
a reception from the fire-arms and crofs-bows, as 
put them to a (land, when the horfe advancing, 
were followed by the infantry and Tlafcalans, 
who foon threw then) into confufion, and being 
at the fame time attacked in the rear by the 
troops of Qtumba and Cbalco, they were entirely 

defeated, 
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uld be granted on reafonable terms. He 
n ordered the pri (oners to be unchained, and 
have a boat to carry them to Mexico by wa- 
, at which they threw them felves at his feet, 
I prom i fed not only to make the Emperor 
(uainted with what he faid ; but to ufe their 
noft endeavours to procure an accommoda- 
n. 

Martin Lopez about this time fent word to 
rtes that the brigantines were finifhed, and 
it he would fpeedily fet forward with them, 
j republic of Tlajca/a having provided 10,000 
Tiers, and 2000 to relieve thofe who mould 

tired, betides thofe appointed to carry the 
Dvifions and ammunition ; but that he thought 
advifeable to flay in the laft town of the Tlaf- 
fans for a convoy ' of Spaniards, fin.ce it 
>uld not be fafe to pafs through the Mexican 
•ritories without any other force than that of 
e Indian allies. 

This news filled the army with joy, and Cortes 
1 mediately gave orders to Sandoval to march 
ith 200 Spaniards, 1 5 horfe, aqp!, fome com- 
mies of 7/a/calans towards the territories of the 
public, in order to conduct Lopez with his 
aterials t? Tezeuco. This officer accordingly 
t out, but halted at Zalepeque, a fmall town 
at refuted to fubmit, and wa9 the very place 
here the Spaniards were murdered in their way 
om Pera Cruz to Mexico, for which reafon he 
id orders to chaftife and' reduce the inhabi- 
ts 5 but they no fooner perceived the detaeh- 
lent than they fled to the mountain**, ^tea 
andwa/ entering the town, fouxui WKXB& wfi&- 
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chemtcal took fuch umbrage ac his being ftationcd 
in the rear, that he could fcarcely be prevailed 
upon to proceed, till Sa ndo<val propofed to march 
along with him. The vanguard copf (led of 
part of the Spaniards and Tlafcalant % who came 
from Tezeuco. The carriers matched rank and 
fi!e with their burdens, and being properly fe- 
cured on their flanks formed the main body, 
while the rear was brought up by the new re- 
inforcement. In this order they marched through 
the Mexican territories, without being molelled 
by the enemy, though different bodies Of Mexi- 
cans frequently appeared on the diftant hills, 
On their approaching Tezeuco, they were met 
by Cortes and the Cacique of that city, and 
made their entrance into it, aniidil the accla- 
mations of the whole army, after which all the 
materials were fcparately itored in a large work- 
houfe prepared for that purpofe near the canals. 

Cortes, being informed that the veflels could 
not be finifhed in lefs than 20 days, refoived to 
engage in fome enterprize, and therefore leav- 
ing the government of Tezeuco to Sandoval, put 
himfelf at the head of a detachment of 250 
Spamjb infantry, 20 horfe, and a numerous body of 
the nobles of Tezeuco ; 15,000 Tlofcalans, un- 
der the command of Chich.mecal, and about 
5000 commanded by Xicotencal, and began his 
march towards Taltocan, a town five leagues 
from Tezeuco ; fituated upon one of the (mall 
lakes that difcharged themfelves into the great 
lake of Mexico, refolving to chaftife the inha- 
bitants, for returning an inCoYetK. «ofrw«t, *sA. 
Wounding the melTengcrs he Yiad fctiXVo w^«. 
U z ***** 
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tities of cotton cloths, and fome jewels, which 
had not been concealed ; fire was then fet to the 
principal temples, in order to ftrike terror into 
the fugitives ; after which the army repafled the 

ford. 

Cortes then continued his march, and found 
feveral towns fituated upon the lake, that had 
been abandoned by the inhabitants, in each of 
which he lodged one night, in order to make 
obfervations, and afterwards retired without fuf- 
fering any damage to be done to the building?, 
to (hew the Indians that he never ufed rigour, 
but when he met with refiftance. 

He now advanced towards T a cub a, ' a 
place of great importance on account of its be- 
ing nearer to Mexico than any of the other towns 
upon the lake ; bat he only defigned to take a 
view of it in order to form fome fcheme for at- 
1 tacking it at a more convenient opportunity. Upon 
his approaching the town, he obferved a vaft 
multitude of the enemy, and in an inftant they 
poured in upon him with their ufual impetuofity ; 
but after feveral ineffectual efforts they fled, and 
. were purfued with great flaughter. The Spani- 
ards pafled the ni^ht in the field of battle, and 
the next morning were again affaulted by the 
enemy, who on their being once more routed, 
fled into Taeuba, and being clofely purfued, 
fome of the Spaniards and allies entered with 
them ; and maintained the fight, within the city, 
'till night approaching, Cortes ordered them to 
be called back, and to fet fire to the houfes ia 
prder to employ the Mexicans , fcw&^Vi ^&fc^V*- 
g/ards time to make their xeXreax, 
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rafter of the King's Treafurer, and fbme Spanijb 
foldiers of diilin&ion, who inftantly marched to 
Tlafcala, where they obtained an eicort which 
conducted them to Tezeuco. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Sandoval obtains three Victories over a Mexica 11 
Army. Cortes marches to Suchimilco, makes a n 
unfuccej.ful Attempt to fcaie a Mountain defende* 
by the Mexicans ; defeats a Mexican Army l 
obtains a fecond Viftory be ore Suchimilco, and 
takes that City, where he narrowly e/capes fang 
carried Pri/oner to Mexico. 

ABOUT this time the Caciques of Chako 
and Thumanalco fending meiTengers to Cortes 
to defire his aflirtance, againft a powerful army 
of Mexicans ; he ordered Sandoval to mar^h with 
a body of forces to their relief. The Mexicans 
had fortified themfelves in fome hollow ways, where 
they were fecured from being attacked by the horfe, 
whence Sandoval, with great difficulty diflodged 
them They however rallied upon the plain, 
where they again foon gave way, and difperfed ; 
but the . Spaniards purfuing them, made fuch a 
terrible (laughter, that the greateft part of them 
w,ere cut to pieces. 

Immediately after, Sandoval being informed 
that a body of 14 or 15,000 Mexicans were ad- 
vancing towards him, the tiovp* w\*. <a&s& ^ 
from tbepurfait, and beinfc a^im twq^k \tl«&k 
ofbatth, marched to meet ttem •» X**** 5 *^ 
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laid acrofs the Chafm, afforded a pafTage for the in- 
fantry, which the Mexicans feeing, attacked thofe 
who had pafled over, with fuch fury that they 
could hardly ftand their ground ; and were in 
the moft imminent danger, when Cortes % Al<verado 9 
Olid, and Tafia came to their affiftance with the 
horie, who, together with fome Tlafcalans t 
charged the enemy with fuch impetuofity, 
that they were immediately diforded, routed, 
and purfued to the mountains with great 
fla tighter. 

Early the next morning Cortes marched to- 
wards SucbimUco\ the firft day they went through 
a defile three leagues long, and at night took 
up their quarters in fome houfes near the road. 
At day break they proceeded on their march, 
and perceived the Mexicans drawn up in a 
plain, with a large and rapid river in the front. 
Cortes extended the troops of the allies along 
the bank of the river, and while both fides made 
fome difcharges at each other with little effdft, 
commanded the Spaniards to take the bridge 
that was between them ; but they met with fuch 
an obftinate refiftance, that they were twice re- 
pulfed. However returning the third time, 
they gained the pafs, which fo difcouraged the 
Mexicans that they began to fly in great dif- 
orJer. 

The Spaniards inftantly formed upon the 
ground the Mexicans had quitted, and being 
joined by feveral bodies of the allies who had 
fwam over the river, advanced towards the 
Mexicans who had halted near the cvvj * v& S£^ 
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ing placed fufficient guards by the water fide, 
lie ordered an officer and 20 or 30 foldiers to 
keep watch on the top of the principal temple. 
Near the clofe of the evening they difcovered a- 
bout 2000 armed canoes advancing with great 
fpeed from Mexico, upon which the guards at the 
landing places were immediately doubled, and in 
the morning about 15,000 of the enemy landed 
at a confiderable di fiance from the city. Cortes 
immediately, marched out and charged them with 
fuch impetuofity, that they were routed at the firft 
attack, and the whole action appeared rather a 
ch:c; than a victory. 

Cortes having continued four days at Suc f imiIco t 
retired in good order, with the fatisfadtion of 
having accomplifhed the end of his expedition, 
by taking a view of that city and weakning the 
force of the enemy ; he was however inwardly 
diflatiified at his having loft nine or ten Spaniards 
in this expedition. For befides thofe who were 
killed in attempting to fcale the mountains three 
or four were taken alive, while they were pil- 
laging one of the houfes at Sucbimilco, and two 
of his fervants fell into an ainbufcade, by im- 
prudently feparating from the army. 
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pofed to them a fcheme for afluflinating the Ge- 
neral and all his principal officers, except Fran- 
cifco Verdugo, who had married the filler of Dieg9 
Felafquex, and upon him they propofed to con- 
fer the chief command, which would give a 
kind of fanetion to the mutiny, and be highly 
agreeable to "the Governor of Cuba ; but as they 
knew Verdugo to be a man of honour, they durtt 
rot acquaint him with their defign. In fhort 
the affair wa« managed wiith fuch dexterity, that 
the numbers of the conlpirators daily increafed, 
and it was at length agreed, to flign a packet 
fiom Vvra Cruz with letters from Spai* t and to give 
it the General when he was at table : that they 
fliould all go in together under the pretence of 
hearing the news, and while Carter -was reading 
the firil letter, they were to make ufe of that op- 
portunity to murder him and all his friends with 
their daggers. 

The general having received this intelligence, 
Went immediately, with two Alcaldes, and fome 
of his Captains to Villafana > % quarters, where 
he found him with three or four of his accom- 
plices, and having put him in irons, and ordered 
every body to retire, while he examined him in 
private, he took out of the wretch's bofom a - 
paper figned by all the confpirators, in which he 
found fome names that, greatly increafed his 
concern; but concealing the paper from his 
friends, he ordered the foldiers, who weie found 
with Villafana to be put into another prifon, 
and then withdrew, directing the officers of juf- 
tice to proceed in his trial wv&?Xl\b3&&R.3&- 
patch, without taking noucs cA *s\>j <& ^ < * Rr " 
X * 
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*er him- Tome noble Indians of Tezeuco, to per- 
fuade him to return; but Xicotencal's aniuer fo 
provoked the General, that hedifpatched three com- 
panies of Spaniards, with an additional force of 
Indians, with orders to take him prifoncr, or to 
kill him in cafe of refinance. As he defended 
hhnfelf to the laft , it was impracticable to take 
him alive, and he no (boner fell than his tbldiers 
who fought with relu&ance, readily fubmitted 
and returned to Tezeuco, leaving their General 
hanging on a tree. 

The brigantines being now ready, Cortes or- 
dered them to be launched and rigged, and then 
reveiwed the Spaniards, who amounted to 900 
men, near 200 of whom uied fire-arms and crofo- 
bows, the reft were armed with fword% buck- 
lers, andiances. He had alfo 86 horfe, and 
f 8 pieces of cannon, with a large quantity of 
ammunition. He then ordered, on board each 
veflel, 20 Spaniards under the command of a 
Captain, with twelve rowers and one piece of 
artillery. 

Cortes refoWing to take poAeffion at the 
lame time of the three principal caufeways : the 
expeditiun of Taenia was intruded to Jfverado, 
• who had 150 Spamjb foot, 30 horfe, 30,000 
flafcalans, and two pieces of cannon. The at- 
tack of the caufeway called httapalapa was com- 
mitted to Sandoval, who commanded 150 Spani- 
ards, 24 horfe, two pieces of artillery, and all 
the troops of Cbalco, Cholula, and Guacocingo, 
amounting to above 40,000 men, and the attempt 
Dpon Cuman another of them was ajfizried to De 
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obferved a fleet of 4000 canoes aflembling on 
the lake. Cortes drew up his veflels in the form 
of an half-moon, and advanced towards the ca- 
noes, when a breeze of wind fuddenly fpringing 
up, they began the attack at a diftance with the 
artillery, and then making ufe of their fails, ran 
in among the canoes with fuch force as over- fee 
all that Hood in their way, while their fire-arms 
and crofs bows made a terrible (laughter. The 
nobles of Mexico, who had manned the 500 ca- 
noes in the front, made fome oppofjtion ; but 
moft of thefe being deitroyed, the reft were 
thrown into fuch confufion, that they run foul 
of each other, fo that the greateft part of them 
over-fet, when the brigantines purfuing the mi- 
ferable remains of this fleet with their cannon 
{hot, forced them to take iheiter in the canals of 
the city of Mexico. "^ 

Cortes pafled the night near Tezeuco, and in 
% the morning was preparing to fail to Ixtapalapa, 
when he difcovered a great number of canoes 
making towards Cuyocan, and following them, 
found De Olid engaged on the caufevvay with 
the enemy who defended it, and at the fame 
time with the canoci on each fide, againft each of 
whom being obliged to make a front, he was 
hardly able to keep the ground he had gained. The 
Mexicans had drawn up the bridges on the caufe- 
ways towards the city, and mounting on them 
in ranks, charged from the top. The Spa- 
niards, were obliged to clear thefe places of de- 
fence with their crofs-bows, while fafcines were 
brought to fill the ditch ; but a ^vss& «& vcu&ttxt 
being brought up, it fooa cVaxeA xfcfc ^»SSasg»* 



a wiae pailage, retiree 
city. 

The troops paffed t 
way, and in the moi 
inarch with little or n< 
proached the laft bridj 
tified with ftrong worl 
were cut in the ftreets 
multitude of people, 
tmgan tines made a drc 
while Dt CHid having 
the caufeway, and fille 
the Mexicans who had 
Us landing with 30 Sp 
the attack, that the ec 
backs, and the chief ftri 
The fugitives howevet 
temple near the entran 
this poft they defied tl 
drdcring three or four 



by HERNANDO CORTES. 237 
Vfho approached in their canoes.; he had demolifh- 
«d fome houfes, and overthrown two or three rein- 
forcements from Mexico fent to attack him by 
land ; and that day the Indians having abandoned 
a large building, he refolved to feize it, in or- 
der to enlarge his quarters. This fcheme he 
effected, by forming a paflage with fafcines, but 
he had no fooner entered the houfe with fome of 
his people, than a great number of canoes which 
had lain in ambuih, advanced with a multitude 
of Mexicans, who threw themfelves into the water, 
and dragging away the fafcines, cut off his retreat, 
hy which means he was befieged on all fides, 
while the enemy difcharged their arrows at him 
and his men, from all the -terraces and windows 
of the neighbouring houfes. He was in this dif- 
trefs when Cortes arrived, and obferviug the vaft 
number of canoes in the water itrcets, advanced 
with all poflible fpeed, and played his artillery 
■with fuch fucceii, that the enemy fled in great 
confufion. The lofs of the Mexicans upon this 
occasion was very great. 

Cortes now received to quit the poll he was in, 
and to di (patch Sandoval to Tapeaq/iilla, where 
.there was another caufeway, the poU'cAion where- 
of would efieclualiy cut ctf the enemy's provi- 
sions, of which they already began to be in want. 
Sandoval advancing, and finding the place for- 
feken, ledged himielf in it Without rcr.ilance. 
The General then failed to Tacuba to v.fi; Al<ve- 
rado, who had met with various fuCwjia : /cr 
though the place was deferted at his approach, 
jbe had, like De Olid, been obliged to ^4»x &^w 
&piks, and to fill up -ditches. 
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neither move forwards nor backwards. At the 
feme inftant the piraguas came out and attacked 
them on all fides with fuch fury, that the Spa- 
niards mail have infallibly perifhed, had not fome 
expert fwimmers cut a way the Hakes with hatchet?, 
and in the mean while they kept fuch a fire 
upon the enemy, that almoft all the piraguas were 
funk ; but this victory was not obtained before 
the brigantines had received great damage. 

Cortes however refolved to turn this itratagem 
again ft the enemy, and being fome time after 
informed that the Mexicans had concealed them- 
selves a fecond time among the reed?, he or- 
dered fix brigantines to fleer off in the night, 
and lie in ambufli among another parcel of reeds, 
at a fmall diftance from the enemy's ambufcade. 
In the morning one of the brigantines began 
her cruize, and difcovering the piraguas as if 
by accident, flood off immediately, and pretended 
to fly towards the place of the counter ambuf- 
cade, when fhe was tnftantly purfued by the pi- 
raguas, till being at a convenient diftance, the 
other brigantines {allied out, and gave them 
fuch a terrible falute with their great guns, that 
at the very firft difcharge they were almoft all 
funk, and moft of the men perifhed. 
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felf marched by the caufeway of Cuyocan, at 
the head of the troops commanded by De Olid. 
All obftacles were foon removed, and the troops 
advanced without any confiderable oppofition 
to the laft bridge, where the Indians had broke 
down part of the caufeway to inlarge the ditch ; 
and on the opposite bank they had raifed a for- 
tification covered with planks ; it was. however 
foon deftroyed by the artillery, and the enemy 
retired into the city. Thus the lhore being left 
free, Cortes ordered his men to land immedi- 
ately, and to take on lhore the horfe and three 
pieces of cannon, but before he advanced into 
the flrcets he gave orders to Julian de Alderete to 
Hay behind, and fill up the ditch, while the bri- 
gan tines were to approach the fcene of action • 
by the great canals, and to fire upon the ene- 
my . But Alderete no fooner heard them engaged, 
than thinking his employment difhonourable, 
he rumed forwards to have a fhare in the battle, 
leaving the care of filling up the ditch to another 
officer, who alfo abandoned* it for the fame rea- 
fbn. The Mexicans flood the firft charge, and 
behaved with great bravery, doing the Spaniards 
confiderable damage from the windows and tops 
of the houfes. But fuddenly, in the heat of the 
engagement, they quitted the ground, for Guati- 
mozin being informed that the great ditch was 
abandoned, refolved to fall upon the Spaniards 
in their retreat. 

Cortes fufpe&ed their intent, and having barely 
time to return to his quarters before night, be., 
gan his retreat, after having fet fire to fercwfiL 
houfes, from which he had fafoAtw&d. forcw^ &»*- 
mage. The Spaniards had fcaxcfc\ttS*fc *> 1e ? x tJ 
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The next day Guatimoscin caufed a report to 
be fpread, that Cortes was killed. However, 
his allies foon recovered their fright, frefh 
faccours came in, and feveral nations that 
had hitherto continued neuter, being fenfible 
of the diitrefs of Mexico, declared for the Spa- 
niards. So that in a few days, Cortes found 
himfelf at the head of above 200,000 men. 
The Mexicans in the mean time were not 
idle, but frequently attacked the quarters both 
by day and night, though they were always 
repulfed with, lofs. The city was now in 
the greateft diftrefs for want of bread and water, 
which induced the General to proceed to action, 
jtid as he had fuffered fo much in retreating, it 
was agreed that the commander of each body 
of Spaniards fhould endeavour to flay in that part 
of the city into which he fhould penetrate. 

This plan being approved, Aherado and San* 
do*val began their march by day break from Ta*> 
cuba to c l apeaquilla ; Cortes advanced from Cuyo- 
can with a body of troops commanded by O/id; 
while the brigantines and canoes were diflributed 
fo as to fupport the three attacks. 4^ tne dif- 
ficulties were furmounted as ufual, and the three 
Captains entering the city much about the fame 
time, fortified themfelves with the ruins of the 
houfes. 

This new method of proceeding filled the 
Mexicans with confirmation, and entirely broke 
all their meafures. A council was immediately 
furomoned at Guatimo»in\ palace ; whete.\\^>% 
refolved to diflodge the Spaniards, fctA \k€\x ^x 
my being divided into three \>oc\\k* ^nwa^ 
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riwfe who were driven into the fquare, by the 
third divifion under the command of Sandoval. ' . ■ 

The enemy perceiving that the whole force of " 
the Spaniards was united, now ran with theutmoft * 
precipitation to defend, the perfon of their Prince* * 
by which means Cortes had an opportunity of 
lodging his troops to the beft advantage. , The 
next morning all the ftreets in pofleffion of the 
enemy were filled with armed men, in order to 
cover thofe who were railing a kind of fortifi- 
cation, but as they did not proceed to hoftilities, 
Cortes fufpended the attack he had meditated , ami 
refolved to try once more, whether they were dif- 
j>ofed to an accommodation, now they faw him 
lo advantageoufly pofted. He therefore fent a 
mellage to GuatmozJn, who had retired with his 
minifters and the nobility to a fpacious angle of 
the city, the greateft part of which was defended 
by the lake. 

A fufpenfion of arms being agreed upon, Gum* 
tmozin held feveral councils, to deliberate on the 
overtures of peace,' .and the majority were for a- 
greeing to the treaty ; while others were for con*- 
tinuing the war, who being joined by the Priefts, 
it; was refolved to profecute it. In the mean 
time the Emperor gave orders that all the pira- 
guas and canoes mould retire to a bay, in or- 
der to fecure his retreat in cafe he mould be, 
driven to extremities. Cortes immediately fuf- 
pedled, their defign, and therefore appointed 
Sandoval commander in chief of all the brigan- 
tines, with orders to furroond thebv) «.*.^ 
fhnce, and to keep a ftrifit wtt& vjml^ «« 
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becaufe the Emperor was on board. ,TjR^£.' 
Captain with other Spaniards immediately lea*p-' 
ed into the piragua, to fecare their prize. Up- 
on which Guatimozin faid, " I am your prifoner, 
" and ready to go whither you think fit to con- 
" du& me. All the favour I have to afk is, 
" that fome regard may be paid to the honour 
« c of the Emprefs my confort, and her female 
" attendants." Guatimozin then paffing into 
the brigahtine, gave his hand to that Princefs 
to help her up the fide. The Captain had no 
fooner made Guatimozin prifoner, than he dif- 
patched a canoe to Cortes with an account of 
his fuccefs, and all military operations ceafed 
fo*h after *. 

C-rtts fer.t two companies of Spaniards to the 
landing place to guard the royal prifoner, whom 
he received with great refpeel, which the Em- 
peror returned in the fame manner. On their 
arrival at the Spani/b quarters, Guatimozin and 
his Emprefs went in firit When Cortes, to alle- 
viate their forrow, told him, that he was prifoner 
to one of the molt powerful Monarchs in the 
univerfe, from whole clemency he might hope 
to regain not only his liberty, but even his Em- 
pire, and that till the pleafure of his Sovereign 
ihould be known, he fhould be treated with all 
the refpeft due to the Emperor of Mexico. 

Cortes thinking it was (till neceffary to re- 
duce that part of the city which was in the ene- ■ 

* This great event happened on the 13th of Xiqgu^* 
1 521, and from thence has been da\t& tYvs tara&otati <A >&*. 
Spaniards over the Mexican Empire* 
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The refpeci with which the Emperor Guati- 
4tio%in was treated did not laft long, for the fol- 
.diers remembering the vaft quantities of gold 
they had formerly feen in Motezutncfs pofleflion, 
demanded an account of what was become of 
it. When -Cortes protefting his ignorance, they 
fuggefted that he had fecretly fecured it for his 
own ufe. Hence they grew furious and infolent, 
in which difpofition they were encouraged by 
Julian de Aldereie the King's Treafurer who had 
great authority, and being nephew to the 
biihop of Burgos was inclined to do Cortes all 
the mifchief in his power. Alderete being unable 
to obtain any account of thefe treafures, de- 
manded that the Emperor and his iirft minifter 
(hould be put into his hands, in order to be exa- 
mined about them, which Cortes in his prefent 
circumftancesdid not care to refufe. 

r J his inhuman monfter, according to fome 
authors, caufed them to be immediately put up- 
on the rack ; but as -others with greater truth 
affirm, had them extended upon burning coals. 
When they were both in this fituation, the mi- 
nifter calling his eyes upon the Emperor cried 
out violently, upon, which Guatimoxin with great 
compoiure laid, Do you think Hie here upen rofes ? 
At which the poor man v. as fo (truck, that he ex ♦ 
pired without uttering any further complaint : 
but Cortes hearing his ft rtt cries burft into the 
apartment, and releafed the Emperor before it 
was too late ; upon which occafion the foldiers 
themfelves approved his conducl, an&VtaxaK&. 
the Treafgrer's barbarity. lAo &\£conw3 ^ 
Jicwever made bv this mlWtvce of ctxx^Vj • ^ 
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all the new concuiiis, but he was fb threatened, 
and tt'nifird by tl.-e ^arrifon of Vera (tux, that 
he was glad to m:.ke his efcape, and leave the 
G.rcral inpufRfilon of Mexico. 

Cortes now maiched in perfon into the pro- 
vince of Panuco, which he not only rfduced 
to (ubjeclion, but had tie inhumanity, in vio- 
lation of the laws of nature and nation?, to di- 
vide the country and all the Indian inhabitants 
amongll the officers and foldicrs, who treated 
them as flaves, and this was his practice in 
every province, whether the people voluntarily 
jViLinitted to him, or were compelled to it by 
force : but he fent fuch rich prefents to the Empe- 
ror, that notwithstanding his cruelty, he was 
declared Captain-General and Governor of 
Kizv Spain , and the Governors of Hi/panio/a and 
Cuba were commanded to fend him fupplies, 
and to give him all poflible afiiftance. 

Cortes now finding himfelf eflabliihed in his 
command, fet about rebuilding the city of Mexi- 
co ; afligned places for ercdling churches and 
public edifices ; laid out niarket places; divided i 
the bell part of the ground among the Spa* 
niarJs, and the reft among the natives. 

All his conquefts could not however procure 
him a peaceable eftablifhment. He was in 
danger from the intrigues of the Indians, who, 
from a love of liberty, were defirous of re- 
covering their country, and driving out or 
extirpating the Spaniards, and therefore in 1527, 
he hanged the Emperor Guatimozin, and tw<* 
other Indian Princes, wYvom \i^\va^ ^\r£*k&- 
in a corjfpiracy againft \Apeu * WBDK * S ^^ > ^3 



